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On behalf of Splash! Publications, we would like to welcome you to our Fifth
Grade Language Unit, a 12-lesson unit designed by teachers with you and
your students in mind. Our goal is a unit that you can use immediately.
The CD

Inside this book, you will find black line masters of the lessons, activities,
and Content Posters for each of the 12 Language lessons. In addition,
we’ve included a CD in the back of the book with color versions of the color
Content Posters ready for you to print, laminate, and use in your classroom.

Journal Cards

We’ve created Journal Cards for each lesson to expose students to as much
expository text comprehension as possible. Students will need to refer
back to the details and examples in the text and use key words, bold print,
subheadings, and other text features to locate facts and information from
the text in order to complete each Journal Card (CC.5.RI.1, CC.5.RI.4,
CC.5.RI.10).

After completing each Journal Card, have students cut and paste the Journal
Cards into a Language Notebook for future reference. A Composition Book
or spiral notebook works well for this purpose.

The Lesson Plans

On the next several pages, you will find the Lesson Plans for the Fifth Grade
Language Unit. The Lesson Plans clearly outline what students must do
before, during, and after each lesson. Page numbers are listed so that you
will immediately know what you need to photocopy before beginning each
lesson. Grading rubrics and answers to all activities are located at the end
of the Unit.
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The Standards
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Standards help teachers prioritize instruction and connect the “big ideas”
students need to know in order to advance. Our Fifth Grade Language
Unit was created in alignment with the Fifth Grade Reading, Writing, and
Language Standards. You will find the Standard alignment (abbreviated CC)
for each lesson in the Lesson Plans.

The Content Posters

We have included 12 Content Posters in our Fifth Grade Language Unit, one
for each concept taught. The black and white versions can be found at the
beginning of each lesson, while the color versions of the Content Posters
are included on the CD in the back of the book. Simply print, laminate,
and hang each color Content Poster in your classroom before the lesson so
students will have a quick reference to the Language concept being taught.

The Copyright

Revised Edition, 2017
Text Copyright © 2014 by SPLASH! Publications, Glendale Az
Illustration Copyright © 2014 by SPLASH! Publications, Glendale Az
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or
transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or mechanical, including
photocopy, recording, or any information storage or retrieval system without
permission in written form from the authors. Pages in our Fifth Grade
Language Unit may be reproduced by the original purchaser only for use in
the original purchaser’s classroom and may not be sold or used for purposes
other than those specifically permitted by the authors.
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LESSON PLANS
After reading about Conjunctions (pps. 2-4), students will:
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1.

• use the lesson to complete the Conjunctions Journal Card, color the
picture on the card, and glue the Conjunctions Journal Card into their
Language Notebooks. (pg. 5)
• complete Conjunctions Practice by identifying and writing sentences
using coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. (pg. 6)
• use the information about the American Revolution and other sources to
complete the American Revolution K•W•L•H Chart. (pps. 7-11)
• use the finished K•W•L•H Chart to write a rough and final draft
American Revolution Essay. (pps. 12-24)

Standard Alignment:

2.

CC.5.RI.1, CC.5.RI.4, CC.5.RI.7, CC.5.RI.9,
CC.5.RI.10, CC.5.W.2a, CC.5.W.2b,
CC.5.W.2c, CC.5.W.2d, CC.5.W.2e,
CC.5.W.4, CC.5.W.5, CC.5.W.6, CC.5.W.7,
CC.5.W.8, CC.5.W.9b, CC.5.W.10,
CC.5.L.1a, CC.5.L.2, CC.5.L.3a, CC.5.L.6

After reading about Prepositions (pps. 26-27), students will:

• use the lesson to complete the Prepositions Journal Card, color the
picture on the card, and glue the Prepositions Journal Card into their
Language Notebooks. (pg. 28)
• complete Prepositions Practice by identifying and writing sentences
using prepositions and objects. (pg. 29)

Standard Alignment:

3.

CC.5.RI.1, CC.5.RI.4, CC.5.RI.10, CC.5.L.1a

After reading about Interjections (pps. 31-32), students will:

• use the lesson to complete the Interjections Journal Card, color the
picture on the card, and glue the Interjections Journal Card into their
Language Notebooks. (pg. 33)
• complete Interjections Practice by rewriting sentences using proper
capitalization and punctuation. (pg. 34)
• identify conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections to solve a mystery
puzzle. (pps. 35-39)

Standard Alignment:

Fifth Grade Language Unit © 2014 – Revised 2017
splashpublications.com
splashpublications.com

CC.5.RI.1, CC.5.RI.4, CC.5.RI.10, CC.5.L.1a

vi

LESSON PLANS
After reading about Verbs (pps. 41-42), students will:
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4.

• use the lesson to complete the Verbs Journal Card, color the picture
on the card, and glue the Verbs Journal Card into their Language
Notebooks. (pg. 43)
• complete Verbs Practice by identifying, forming, and writing sentences
using present perfect, past perfect, and future perfect tense
verbs. (pg. 44)
• use given verbs to create a Perfect Tense Verb Chart of present perfect,
past perfect, and future perfect tense verbs. (pg. 45)
• follow written directions to make a Verb Wheel using the completed
Perfect Tense Verb Chart. (pps. 46-49)
• use the complete Verb Wheel to write sentences that properly use
present perfect, past perfect, and future perfect tense verbs. (pg. 50)

Standard Alignment:

5.

CC.5.RI.1, CC.5.RI.4, CC.5.RI.10,
CC.5.L.1b, CC.5.L.1c, CC.5.L.1d, CC.5.L.2

After reading about Correlative Conjunctions (pps. 52-53), students will:

• use the lesson to complete the Correlative Conjunctions Journal Card,
color the picture on the card, and glue the Correlative Conjunctions
Journal Card into their Language Notebooks. (pg. 54)
• complete Correlative Conjunctions Practice by writing sentences using
correlative conjunction pairs. (pg. 55)
• choose correlative conjunctions to complete sentences and solve three
Correlative Riddles. (pps. 56-61)

Standard Alignment:
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LESSON PLANS
After reading about Context Clues (pps. 63-67), students will:
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6.

• use the lesson to complete the Context Clues Journal Card, color the
picture on the card, and glue the Context Clues Journal Card into their
Language Notebooks. (pg. 68)
• complete Context Clues Practice by using Definition Clues to define new
words and write sentences. (pg. 69)
• complete Context Clues Practice by using Restatement Clues to define
new words and write sentences. (pg. 70)
• complete Context Clues Practice by using Example Clues to define
new words and write sentences. (pg. 71)
• complete Context Clues Practice by using Cause and Effect Clues to
define new words and write sentences. (pg. 72)
• complete Context Clues Practice by using Comparison Clues to define
new words and write sentences. (pg. 73)

Standard Alignment:

7.

CC.5.RI.1, CC.5.RI.4, CC.5.RI.10, CC.5.L.2,
CC.5.L.4a

After reading about Prefixes (pps. 75-76), students will:

• use the lesson to complete the Prefixes Journal Card, color
the picture on the card, and glue the Prefixes Journal Card
into their Language Notebooks. (pg. 77)
• complete Prefixes Practice by using Greek/Latin root words and prefixes
(photo, trans, and micro) to form, define, and properly use new words
in sentences. (pg. 78)
• complete Prefixes Practice by using Greek/Latin root words and prefixes
(auto, re, and non) to form, define, and properly use new words in
sentences. (pg. 79)

Standard Alignment:
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CC.5.RI.1, CC.5.RI.4, CC.5.RI.10, CC.5.L.2,
CC.5.L.4b
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LESSON PLANS
8.

After reading about Suffixes (pps. 81-82), students will:

• use the lesson to complete the Suffixes Journal Card, color
the picture on the card, and glue the Suffixes Journal Card
into their Language Notebooks. (pg. 83)
• complete Suffixes Practice by using Greek/Latin root words and suffixes
(able, ible, graph, and ment) to form, define, and properly use new words
in sentences. (pg. 84)
• use Greek/Latin prefix and suffix clues to solve a Prefix and Suffix
Crossword Puzzle. (pps. 85-86)

Standard Alignment:

9.

CC.5.RI.1, CC.5.RI.4, CC.5.RI.10, CC.5.L.2,
CC.5.L.4b

After reading about Conventions (pps. 88-91), students will:

• use the lesson to complete the Conventions Journal Card, color
the picture on the card, and glue the Conventions Journal Card
into their Language Notebooks. (pg. 92)
• complete Conventions Practice by properly using a combination of
commas, colons, and semicolons to separate items in a series. (pg. 93)
• complete Conventions Practice by properly using commas to set off
quotation marks, introductory elements, tag questions, and direct
address. (pg. 94)
• complete Conventions Practice by properly punctuating titles of
works. (pg. 95)
• choose a book topic and answer seven pre-writing questions expressing
opinions about a book he or she is reading or has read. (pps. 96-98)
• create a Persuasive Organizer stating an opinion, reasons, and
supporting details about a chosen book topic. (pps. 99-100)
• use the completed Persuasive Organizer to write a Persuasive Letter to
the author of the book. (pps. 101-116)

Standard Alignment:
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CC.5.RI.1, CC.5.RI.4, CC.5.RI.10, CC.5.W.1a,
CC.5.W.1b, CC.5.W.1c, CC.5.W.1d, CC.5.W.4,
CC.5.W.5, CC.5.W.6, CC.5.W.9a, CC.5.W.10,
CC.5.SL.4, CC.5.SL.6, CC.5.L.2a, CC.5.L.2b,
CC.5.L.2c, CC.5.L.2d, CC.5.L.2e, CC.5.L.3,
CC.5.L.6
ix

LESSON PLANS
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10. After reading about Reference Tools (pps. 118-121), students will:

• use the lesson to complete the Reference Tools Journal Card,
color the picture on the card, and glue the Reference Tools Journal Card
into their Language Notebooks. (pg. 122)
• complete two Reference Tools Practices by using traditional or online
reference tools to define and properly use new words in
sentences. (pps. 123-124)
• use a glossary to solve nine Glossary Riddles. (pps. 125-129)

Standard Alignment:

CC.5.RI.1, CC.5.RI.4, CC.5.RI.10, CC.5.L.2,
CC.5.L.4c

11. After reading about Figurative Language (pps. 131-133), students will:

• use the lesson to complete the Figurative Language Journal Card,
color the picture on the card, and glue the Figurative Language
Journal Card into their Language Notebooks. (pg. 134)
• complete the Figurative Language Practice by identifying, explaining,
and using similes and metaphors in sentences. (pg. 135)
• complete the Figurative Language Practice by identifying, explaining,
and using idioms, proverbs, and adages in sentences. (pg. 136)
• identify similes, metaphors, adages, proverbs, and idioms. (pg. 137)
• use similes, metaphors, adages, proverbs, and idioms to write a
Figurative Language Story. (pps. 138-141)

Standard Alignment:
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CC.5.RI.1, CC.5.RI.4, CC.5.RI.10,
CC.5.W.3a, CC.5.W.3b, CC.5.W.3c,
CC.5.W.3d, CC.5.W.3e, CC.5.W.4,
CC.5.W.5, CC.5.W.6, CC.5.W.10, CC.5.L.2,
CC.5.L.5a, CC.5.L.5b
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LESSON PLANS
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12. After reading about Word Relationships (pps. 143-144), students will:

• use the lesson to complete the Word Relationships Journal Card,
color the picture on the card, and glue the Word Relationships
Journal Card into their Language Notebooks. (pg. 145)
• complete Word Relationships Practice by choosing synonyms and
antonyms in context and writing sentences using homograph
pairs. (pg. 146)
• take Wordy Quiz to identify synonyms, antonyms, and
homographs. (pps. 147-148)
• use the answers from the Wordy Quiz to solve the Word Relationship
Mystery Puzzle. (pps. 149-151)

Standard Alignment:
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CC.5.RI.1, CC.5.RI.4, CC.5.RI.10, CC.5.L.5c

xi

12

13

Coordinating and subordinating
conjunctions connect words,

Conjunctions are

phrases, clauses, or even whole

connecting

sentences together. Two examples

words

of coordinating conjunctions are

that link

___________ and ____________ .

two parts

Conjunctions are connecting words that link two parts of a sentence together.
Coordinating and subordinating conjunctions connect words, phrases, clauses, or
even whole sentences together.

The trickiest part of using
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of a

coordinating conjunctions in your

sentence together.

Coordinating Conjunctions

sentence is deciding ___________

Coordinating conjunctions are the connecting words that we use most often.
Examples of coordinating conjunctions are and, but, for, nor, or, so, and yet. The
trickiest part of using coordinating conjunctions in your sentences is deciding
whether or not to use a comma.

_______________________________________________________________ .

The American Revolution and the Civil War were conflicts about freedom. This is
an example of a ____________________ sentence. A comma is not needed

Simple Sentences

because ________________________________________________________

The American Revolution and the Civil War were conflicts about freedom.
This is an example of a simple
sentence. It expresses a
complete thought. The
coordinating conjunction
and is simply connecting
the American Revolution to
the Civil War. No comma is
needed.
James needs to
write a report about the
American Revolution or
Civil War Cannon
the Civil War.
This time, the coordinating
conjunction or is connecting the independent clause James needs to write a report
about the American Revolution to the phrase the Civil War. Again, this is a simple
sentence. No comma is needed.

_______________________________________________________________ .
Joining two independent clauses together with a coordinating conjunction

creates a _________________________ sentence. A comma is needed to

_______________________________________________________________ .
Subordinating conjunctions are words that come at the beginning of a

____________________________ clause. Two examples of subordinating

conjunctions are _____________________ and _______________________.
Connecting an independent clause with one or more dependent clauses creates

a _________________________________ sentence. If the dependent clause
comes first in the sentence, a comma is needed to ______________________

_____________________________________ . No comma is needed when an

independent clause comes before a ____________________________ clause.
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Name ___________________________

PREPOSITIONS

Directions:
1.

Underline the prepositional phrases in each sentence.

Chief Joseph and his Native American followers lived in the fertile Wallowa
Valley of Oregon, and they did not plan to give their land to white settlers.
List the preposition and the object of the each prepositional phrase
on the lines provided.
____________________________

_____________________________

the rest of the sentence.

____________________________

_____________________________

Prepositional Phrases

____________________________

_____________________________

Prepositions are connecting words.

Prepositions connect nouns or pronouns to

A prepositional phrase is a group of words that begins with a preposition and
ends with an object. The object of a prepositional phrase
is usually a noun or pronoun.
The purpose of a prepositional phrase is to give
more information about which one, how, when, why,
who, or where.
Chief Joseph was a leader of Oregon’s Nez Percé
tribe. The preposition in this sentence is the word of.
The object of the prepositional phrase is the noun tribe.
The words Oregon’s and Nez Percé are adjectives
describing the tribe. This prepositional phrase
describes which tribe Chief Joseph belonged to.
White settlers called him Chief Joseph, but
the Nez Percé called him “thunder rolling down
the mountain.” The prepositional phrase down the
mountain describes where the thunder was rolling.
Can you find the preposition and the object
of this prepositional phrase? If you identified down as
the preposition and mountain as the object of the
prepositional phrase, you would be correct.
Chief Joseph and his followers watched
helplessly as white settlers and miners entered their
land, built houses, mined for precious gold, and
stole horses. The only preposition in this sentence is
for. The object of the prepositional phrase is gold. The
Chief Joseph
adjective precious describes the gold.

2.

It took several years, but Chief Joseph was forced to lead his people from
their homeland. They headed toward Idaho to live on the Lapwai Reservation.
List the preposition and the object of the each prepositional phrase
on the lines provided.

3.

____________________________

_____________________________

____________________________

_____________________________

____________________________

_____________________________

Along the way, several young Nez Percé warriors left the trail without
permission to kill white settlers living throughout Idaho.
List the preposition and the object of the each prepositional phrase
on the lines provided.
____________________________

_____________________________

____________________________

_____________________________

____________________________

_____________________________

Write an interrogative sentence using the preposition beneath and the object castle.
Use proper capitalization, spelling, punctuation, and grammar.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
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17

16
Name

________________________

VERB WHEEL

VERB CHART

Part II

Follow the directions below to turn your Perfect Tense Verb Chart
into a Verb Wheel.

This activity will help you use what you have learned about present perfect,
past perfect, and future perfect tense verbs.

1.

Cut out the Verb Wheel Pattern on the next page by cutting around the solid
outer black line. Cut around the dotted lines to make windows.

Part I

2.

Neatly color the front of your Verb Wheel Pattern.

3.

Cut out each of the small, medium, and large Verb Wheel circles by cutting
around the solid outer black lines.
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Use the chart below to list the present perfect, past perfect, and
future perfect tense of each verb numbered 1-8.

Perfect Tense Verb Chart

Present Perfect
Tense

6.

will bring

study

6.

live

7.

8.

Next, poke the metal brad
through the center of the small circle.

9.

Continue by poking the metal brad
through the center of the medium circle.

10.

Verb
Wheel

T

fell

Poke a metal brad
through the center hole
of your neatly colored
Verb Wheel Pattern.

has s
een

5.

7.

FE
C

walked

PRES
ENT
PER

4.

had se
en

PAST PE
RF
E

CT

3.

In the spaces of the medium
circle, neatly write the
future perfect tense verbs
from your Verb Chart.
Write one future perfect
tense verb in each space.

Name

RE

think

In the spaces of the small circle,
neatly write the past perfect tense
verbs from your Verb Chart. Write
one past perfect tense verb in
each space.

TU

2.

5.

FU

see

Future Perfect
Tense

In the spaces of the largest circle, neatly write the present perfect tense
verbs from your Verb Chart. Write one present perfect tense verb in each
space.

PERF
EC T
wil
l ha
ve se
en

1.

Past Perfect
Tense

4.

Finally, poke the metal brad through the center of the large circle.
Flatten the ends of the metal brad so that all 4 circles are fastened together.

wrote

8.
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19

Name ___________________________

CORRELATIVE RIDDLES

In this activity, you will practice what you have learned about correlative

conjunctions to solve a series of riddles.
Part I

Read each sentence and select the correct conjunction to
complete each correlative conjunction pair.

CAUSE & EFFECT CLUES

Directions:
1.

Write the letter for each correct answer in its proper place in the
riddle.

Write the definition for the new word in each sentence
by using the cause and effect clues.

Because Jonathan aspired to be just like President Thomas Jefferson, he aimed
high and set out to achieve his goal by learning everything he could about the
third president of the United States.
aspired means _______________________________________________

Example:
1.

2.

The English colonists either fought for
independence (and, or ) remained
loyal to Great Britain.
and:
or:

Since she refused to shop and spend money at a store that didn’t honor the
Great Seal, my grandmother patronized another store.
patronized means ____________________________________________

3.

(S)
(O)

The base of the Golden Gate Bridge must be made of very durable material in
order to resist wear and decay from the pounding ocean.
durable means _______________________________________________

The conjunction that correctly completes this
correlative conjunction pair is or.

Circle the word or and put the letter O on the
line over the 1 in the riddle.

Blatant means very obvious and noticeable. Write a sentence for blatant using
a cause and effect clue. Use proper capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and
grammar.

What has a neck but no head?

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

______

______

O
______

4

6

1

_____

______

_____

______

7

3

2

5

Use a dictionary to look up the word ponder. Write its definition below:
___________________________________________________________
Write a sentence showing someone speaking using ponder with a cause and effect
clue. Use proper capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and grammar.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
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20

21
Name

________________________

PERSUADE ME!
One of the best things about living in America is the freedom to have and

express our opinions. This is a freedom not enjoyed by people living in
many other countries.

In this activity, you will have the opportunity to express and defend your
opinions about a book you’ve read in order to persuade someone else to feel
the same way you do about the book.

Conventions in standard English include the use of proper capitalization and
punctuation when writing. Learning a few important rules about conventions will
help make you a better writer.
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Your teacher will give you three general book topics to choose from. Cut out
the topic you have chosen and paste it in the blank space below.

Capitalization

The first letter of the beginning of
a sentence or quotation, important words
in titles of works, and proper nouns all
require capitalization.
In his book Strength to Love, Martin
Luther King, Jr. wrote, “There is an
almost universal quest for easy answers
and half-baked solutions.”
In this example, the first words
of the sentence and the quote by Martin
Luther King, Jr. are capitalized. The first
and last words of his book, Strength to
Love are also capitalized.
Articles, conjunctions, and
prepositions in titles like to, a, and, the, of,
from and other small words in titles of works
are not capitalized. The first and last words
of the titles of works, no matter how small,
are always capitalized. Finally, the proper
noun Martin Luther King, Jr. is capitalized.

Part I: Pre-writing Questions

Answer the pre-writing questions below and on the next page to give some

background information about your book. Answer the questions in complete
sentences, using proper capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and grammar.
1.

What is the title of the last book you read, your most favorite book, or
the book you are currently reading?

2.

Who is the author of this book?

Punctuation

Martin Luther King, Jr.
You have been learning and
practicing the rules of punctuation since
you first started writing. Punctuation rules that you may not be as familiar with
include separating items in a series, using commas to set off words in sentences,
and properly punctuating titles of books, poems, stories, songs, and other titles of
works.
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PERSUASIVE

Part II: Persuasive Organizer
Use the Persuasive Organizer on the next page to state your opinions about

the book topic you have chosen. Use the organizer to give reasons and
supporting details about your opinion. Below is an example of a completed
Persuasive Organizer about pizza.
Reason 1

Pizza not only
tastes great, but it’s
also very nutritious.

Supporting Details

There’s nothing better than the taste
of melted cheese and tangy sauce
baked into a crispy crust.

A slice of pizza with sauce, cheese,
meat, and veggies contains ingredients
from 4 of the 5 main food groups.
A carefully crafted pizza can be a
low fat/low calorie healthy meal that
will satisfy your hunger for hours.

My Opinion

Pizza is one of
the most perfect
foods on the
planet.

Reason 2

Pizza can be
enjoyed almost
anywhere at
anytime.

Supporting Details

A slice of pizza can be eaten without
any utensils or plates. This is perfect
for times when space is limited.

LETTER

Use your finished Persuasive Organizer to write a Persuasive Letter to the author
of the book you’ve read. In your Persuasive Letter, you will get the chance to
state your opinions about the book and try to convince or persuade the author to
feel the same way you do about his or her book.

Because you are writing to a professional author, the format of your Persuasive
Letter should be a formal business letter. A formal business letter includes a
heading, inside address, salutation, body, closing, and signature.

Create a heading for your formal business letter. The heading lets the person
or company you’re writing to know where and when the letter was written. The
heading of a business letter should line up on the left side of the page.

You will need to know your school’s street address, city, state, zip code, and
today’s date to create your three line heading.

In the example below, notice the commas between the city and state and the day
and year.

Example:

29006 W. 35th Avenue

Fort Collins, Colorado 80521

Pizza is perfect for an after school
snack, family dinner night, Superbowl
parties, or even for breakfast!

March 9, 2014

Pizza can easily be made at home or
delivered to you at the park, the
movies, or the school cafeteria.

Reason 3
Pizza will never
judge or
discriminate
against you.

For the rich and famous, pizza can be
spruced up with fancy sauces and
expensive toppings.
Pizza brings people of all ages, races,
and religions together. Sharing a
pizza cuts through the tension.
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Heading

Supporting Details
Pizza is an inexpensive way to treat
your family to something special if
you’re struggling financially.

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
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Name ___________________________

REFERENCE TOOLS
Directions:
1.

Use an online or traditional dictionary and thesaurus to find
and answer questions about each word or phrase below.

Look up the words in the phrase obnoxious braggart.
What are the respellings for obnoxious and braggart?
___________________________

_____________________________
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Reference tools help us learn new words, find out more about the words we
already know, and assist us in locating information about a word or an interesting
topic. A dictionary, thesaurus, and glossary are the types of reference tools that a
mature writer like yourself should be familiar with in order to take your vocabulary
knowledge and writing to “the next level.”

Write a synonym phrase for the phrase obnoxious braggart.
___________________________

_____________________________

Write an antonym phrase for the phrase obnoxious braggart.
___________________________

Dictionaries

A dictionary helps us learn more about words. It doesn’t matter whether
you use a traditional dictionary, like the one on the shelf in your classroom, or
the digital dictionary in your computer,
tablet, or on the Internet. Learning to use a
dictionary will help you pronounce and find
the meanings of new words. A dictionary will
also help you choose the best definition to
fit the context, or meaning, for the sentence
you are reading or writing.
By fifth grade, you have been using
dictionaries for many years. You are familiar
with the bold black words in traditional
dictionaries known as entry words and the
guide words at the top corners of each page.
You’ve used the pronunciation keys and parts of speech in both traditional and
digital dictionaries to help you pronounce and properly use new words.
Of course, if you have used digital dictionaries, you know that you simply
type in the word you want, and the computer will find the entry word for you.
The computer does some, but not all of the work for you. As with a traditional
dictionary, you still need to know what to do with the entry word once you find it.

2.

_____________________________

Look up the word agitate.

What is the respelling for agitate?

___________________________________________________________

What is the first verb definition for the word agitate?

___________________________________________________________

Write a declarative sentence using a synonym for agitate. Use proper capitalization,
punctuation, spelling, and grammar.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Write an exclamatory sentence using an antonym for agitate. Use proper
capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and grammar.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
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Name __________________________

GLOSSARY RIDDLER

GLOSSARY RIDDLER

In this activity, you will use what you have learned about using a glossary
to solve riddles.

1.

Directions: Study the sample glossary pages below and on the next page

WHO

from an American Government textbook. Then, use the
glossary and the clues to solve the nine riddles.

a•bol•ish stop or put an end to. (pg. 110)

ac•cused blamed or charged with a
crime. (pg. 87)

cen•sus an official count of the number of
people in a place. (pg. 180)

2.

cen•tu•ries periods of 100 years. (pg. 281)
char•ters contracts which give one group
power over another. (pg. 6)

am•bushed attacked by surprise. (pg. 275)

cit•i•zen a person in a city, town, state, or
country who enjoys the freedom to vote and
participate in government decisions. (pg. 18)

a•mend•ments changes in wording or
meaning. (pg. 8)

civ•il types of laws that affect the rights of
people. (pg. 219)

ap•pealed disagreed with a court’s ruling;
asked a higher court to make a decision on
the same case. (pg. 198)

com•mis•sion•ers government officials in
charge of a department. (pg. 41)

ar•chives places where public records or
other historical documents are kept. (pg. 115)
bail money needed to free a person charged
with a crime from jail until he or she goes to
trial. (pg. 15)
bound•a•ries dividing lines. (pg. 79)
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con•fed•er•a•cy a group of people with
common goals. (pg. 87)
con•sti•tu•tion a plan that outlines the
duties of government and guarantees the
rights of the people. (pg. 99)
de•bate a discussion that gives arguments
for and against a subject. (pg. 248)
26

I? ________________________________________________

PAGE AM

WHAT

IS THE WORD RIGHT BELOW ME?

I

ON? ____________________________________

I’m a very angry word. I have eight letters and two syllables. I have one
less syllable than the word right above me. I can be found in the glossary
between the words justice and profit.

WHO

a•dopt accept and put into action. (pg. 34)

al•lies groups of people who come together
to help one another in times of
trouble. (pg. 64)

AM

WHAT

_______________________________________________________________

cap•i•tal the city that serves as the center of
government for the state or nation. (pg. 220)

a•bused used incorrectly. (pg. 4)

My first letter is the sixth letter of the alphabet. I am past tense in this
glossary and have two syllables. Antonyms for me might include
ended or closed.

AM

WHAT
HOW

I? ________________________________________________

PAGE AM

I

ON? ______________________________

MANY SYLLABLES ARE IN THE WORD RIGHT BELOW ME?

__________________________________________

3.

We will help you out if you ever get in a jam. We have two syllables and our
second and third letters are exactly the same. We can be found between the
words abolish and boundaries in the glossary.

WHO
WHAT
ON

ARE WE? _____________________________________________
PAGE ARE WE ON? ____________________________

WHAT PAGE IN THE TEXTBOOK IS THE WORD RIGHT

ABOVE US?

__________________________________________
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Name ___________________________

FIGURE IT OUT!
Directions:

Use what you have learned about figurative language to identify
the figures of speech below.
Put an S next to the similes, an M next to the metaphors, an I
next to the idioms, and an AP next to the adages and proverbs.

Pr
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Language that contains or uses figures of speech is known as figurative language.
Examples of figures of speech include similes, metaphors, idioms, adages, and
proverbs.
Experienced writers have learned how to use figurative language to paint
pictures with words and give special effects to
ordinary words and phrases. Learning to use
figurative language will make your words come
alive and sound so exciting that they seem to
“jump off the page.”
Similes

12. ______ like an erupting volcano

2. ______ the weight of the world

13. ______ like penguins in the Arctic

3. ______ as big as an elephant

14. ______ as long as a beaver’s front
teeth

4. ______ a whole new ball game

Similes help writers compare two things by
using the words like or as to show how they are
similar, or alike.
Instead of just saying President Woodrow
Wilson was stubborn, a simile makes a comparison
that sounds more exciting.
President Woodrow Wilson was as stubborn as
a mule. Now you have an image in your mind of
how stubborn President Wilson actually was.
During World War I, President Wilson
was angry when the Germans sunk passenger
ships carrying American citizens. This is an example
of a complete sentence, but it doesn’t give a very clear
picture of how angry President Wilson actually was when
Americans lost their lives.
President Wilson erupted like a volcano when the
Germans sunk passenger ships carrying American
citizens. Simply using the word like to compare
Woodrow Wilson
President Wilson to an erupting volcano paints a
clear picture of the depth of the president’s anger.
Examples of other similes that use like and as to compare two things include
sleep like a log, eat like a bird, as mad as a hornet, as flat as a pancake, and as
clean as a whistle.
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1. ______ a blanket of white snow

15. ______ spilled the beans

5. ______ like two peas in a pod

17. ______ he was a walking encyclopedia

7. ______ the early bird gets the
worm

18. ______ like a black cat on Halloween

8. ______ like a walk in the park

19. ______ like a groundhog from his
hole

9. ______ a bitter pill to swallow

20. ______ like sacks of rocks

10. ______ better safe than sorry

21. ______ as quiet as church mice

11. ______ as clean as whistles

22. ______ a penny saved is a penny
earned
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30

16. ______ a roller coaster of emotions

6. ______ like little pillows of fluffy
cotton

29

31

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

Name ___________________________

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

STORY

Directions:

STORY

Cut out the boxes below containing the figures of speech.

Read the story on the next two pages. Based on the context of each
sentence, choose the simile, metaphor, idiom, adage, or proverb that
best completes the sentence.

Don’t paste the similes, metaphors, idioms, adages, or proverbs into place
yet, as you might change your mind about some of your choices.

When you have finished making all of your choices, finalize your
decisions by pasting the similes, metaphors, idioms, adages, and proverbs
into the blank spaces.

Finally, on the lines provided, finish the story, using at least four of
the remaining similes, metaphors, idioms, adages, or proverbs. Use the
back of the paper if you need more room.

I grew up in a little town in southeastern Ohio, where the winters were

. Sometime during the month of November,

the cool weather would sneak up on us
Before we knew it, snow would fall

.

. The

ground was soon covered with

. Many

times, the pipes in the house would freeze

.

Drinking water came from the snow that we scooped off of our swimming pool.
In April of every year, the sun would poke its head through the clouds

a blanket of white snow

like an erupting volcano

the weight of the world

like penguins in the Arctic

as big as an elephant

as long as a beaver’s front teeth

a whole new ball game

spilled the beans

like two peas in a pod

a roller coaster of emotions

like little pillows of fluffy cotton

he was a walking encyclopedia

the early bird gets the worm

like a black cat on Halloween

like a walk in the park

like a groundhog from his hole

a bitter pill to swallow

like sacks of rocks

better safe than sorry

as quiet as church mice

as clean as whistles

a penny saved is a penny earned

. Everyone knew that before long, the

weather would change and it would be

.

Those were my favorite times of year. The days were long, and it seemed as if
the sun never slept.

Most days, my best friend Gabe and I would go fishing at the Brick Yards.

The Brick Yards was a well stocked pond just a few miles from where we lived.
We would get up extra early and pack a lunch of peanut butter and dill pickle
sandwiches. We would sling all of our fishing supplies over our shoulders
and head towards the Brick Yards. After
arriving, we would find a spot under a tall tree, bait our hooks with long slimy
worms, and throw our lines into the water. For the next few hours, we would
wait patiently, sitting

, hoping for the fish

to nibble on our worms.
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Name ___________________________

WORD RELATIONSHIPS
Directions:

Read the passage below. Then use the chart to list a
synonym and an antonym in context for the words in bold.
You may use a dictionary, thesaurus, or the context clues in
the passage to help you.

The American Revolution was a conflict between colonists living in America
and their Mother Country, Great Britain. The colonists fought for freedom
while Great Britain fought for greater control. Even before the end of the
Revolution, colonists in the thirteen colonies declared their independence and
formed the United States of America. The young nation elected a president
and established a system of government still in use today.

Pr
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You have studied about the context clues in sentences that give hints to the
meanings of new words. The definition clues, restatement clues, example clues,
cause and effect clues, and comparison clues that you have learned about help
you learn new vocabulary. Learning about the relationship between synonyms,
antonyms, and homographs can also provide clues to the meanings of unknown
words.

Word in Bold

Synonym

Antonym

conflict

freedom

Synonyms

control

A synonym is a word or phrase
that means almost the same as an
unknown word. If you know the meaning
of a synonym, you can easily determine
the meaning of the unknown word.
Great Britain infuriated early
American colonists by taxing them without
their permission, and colonists were so
angry, they declared war.
The new word in this sentence is
infuriated. The synonym for infuriated is
very angry. By using the synonym, you can
determine that infuriated means very angry.

independence
young

elected

Read the definition of each homograph. Then write a sentence showing someone
speaking that correctly uses each homograph. Use proper capitalization,
punctuation, spelling, and grammar.

Antonyms

1.

An antonym is a word or phrase
Minuteman
that means the opposite of an unknown
word. Like synonyms, antonyms can also
be used to define new vocabulary words.
During the American Revolution, minutemen were audacious
soldiers who showed no sign of fear or panic when faced with danger. The new
word in this sentence is audacious. The antonyms in this sentence for audacious
are fear and panic. By using these antonyms, it’s easy to figure out that
audacious means brave and calm in the face of danger.

minute (a period of sixty seconds)

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

2.

minute (a very small amount)

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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34

33

35

Name __________________________

WORD RELATIONSHIP PUZZLE

WORDY QUIZ

Use what you have learned about synonyms, antonyms, and
homographs to match the synonym, antonym, or homograph
on the left with its partner on the right. Put the letter and
number on the blank next to the word it matches. Use a
dictionary or thesaurus if you need help.

A1. synonym for feud.

1. ______ dishonest

B1. antonym for stodgy.

2. ______ simple

C1. homograph pair that means
to mix or an enclosed area with a
group of buildings inside.

3. ______ desert

C4 bass
4. ______

D1. synonym for avert.

5. ______ produce

E1. antonym for candid.

6. ______ closed

A2. homograph pair that means in a
lower position or soft, furry
feathers.

7. ______ exciting

B2. synonym for counterfeit.

8. ______ weak, fragile

C2. antonym for trivial.

9. ______ important

D2. homograph pair that means acted
sad and gloomy or a bicycle with a
motor.

10. ______ freeze
11. ______ polished

E2. synonym for catastrophe.

12. ______ anger

A3. antonym for intricate.

13. ______ compound

B3. homograph pair that means turned
or an injury.

Fifth Grade Language Unit © 2014 – Revised 2017
splashpublications.com
splashpublications.com

34

Directions:

Use the answers from your Wordy Quiz to solve the
Word Relationship Puzzle.

Cut out the puzzle pieces on the next page one at a time.
It is important that you do not turn the puzzle piece
upside down.

Use the letter and number under each puzzle piece and your
Wordy Quiz answers to find the puzzle piece’s place on the blank
puzzle. Glue the puzzle piece right over the number.
The example below shows puzzle piece C4. Since the answer
to number 4 on the Wordy Quiz is C4, this puzzle piece
would be glued in the square with the number 4 in it.

When you are finished gluing all of the puzzle pieces, neatly color
the puzzle.

GLUE

Directions:

A SYNONYM IS A WORD THAT MEANS
ALMOST THE
20UNKNOWN
5 AS AN
7
16 SAME
WORD. AN ANTONYM IS A WORD THAT
MEANS THE OPPOSITE OF AN UNKNOWN
21 PAIR
A SYNONYM IS
A WORD
THAT MEANS
15
1 CONTAINS
13
19
WORD.
A HOMOGRAPH
ALMOST THE WORDS
SAME AS THAT
AN UNKNOWN
ARE SPELLED THE
WORD. AN ANTONYM
IS HAVE
A WORD
THAT MEANINGS.
SAME BUT
DIFFERENT
2
12
8
25
MEANS
THE OPPOSITE
OF3ANISUNKNOWN
C4
A SYNONYM
A WORD THAT MEANS
WORD. A HOMOGRAPH
PAIRSAME
CONTAINS
ALMOST THE
AS AN UNKNOWN
WORDS THAT ARE SPELLED THE
WORD.
AN18
ANTONYM
WORD THAT
23 IS A22
9
14
SAME BUT HAVE
DIFFERENT
MEANINGS.
MEANS
THE OPPOSITE
OF AN UNKNOWN
A SYNONYM IS A WORD THAT MEANS
WORD. A HOMOGRAPH PAIR CONTAINS
ALMOST THE SAME AS AN UNKNOWN
WORDS
THAT ARE
THE
24
6
10 SPELLED
11
17
WORD. AN ANTONYM
ISHAVE
A WORD
THAT MEANINGS.
SAME BUT
DIFFERENT
MEANS THE OPPOSITE OF AN UNKNOWN
WORD.
HOMOGRAPH
CONTAINS
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WORDS THAT ARE SPELLED THE
SAME BUT HAVE DIFFERENT MEANINGS.

7.

8.
think

will bring

walked

5.

fell

study

live

wrote
will have seen
shall have seen

has thought
have thought

had thought

will have thought
shall have thought

has brought
have brought

had brought

will have brought
shall have brought

has walked
have walked

had walked

will have walked
shall have walked

has fallen
have fallen

had fallen

will have fallen
shall have fallen

has studied
have studied

had studied

will have studied
shall have studied

has lived
have lived

had lived

will have lived
shall have lived

has written
have written

had written

will have written
shall have written
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Included 3 or 4 paragraphs
with at least 2 linking words
and a closing sentence for
each paragraph.

Completed Organizer with
an opinion, 3 reasons, and
3 supporting details for each
reason.
Included and punctuated
all 6 elements: heading,
inside heading, salutation,
body, closing, signature.

Included 5 paragraphs with
at least 3 linking words and
a closing sentence for each
paragraph.

Answered less than half of
the pre-writing questions.

Didn’t answer any of the
pre-writing questions.
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Didn’t write any paragraphs
for the Body of the letter.

39
Addressed envelope, but
forgot to include either
recipient’s address or
return address.

Orally read letter, but didn’t
make eye contact, have
adequate volume, or clear
pronunciation.

Addressed envelope with
address of recipient in
upper left-hand corner and
return address in center.

Orally read letter, but was
either missing eye contact,
adequate volume, or clear
pronunciation.

Addressed envelope with
address of recipient in
center and return address
in upper left-hand corner.

Orally read letter using eye
contact, adequate volume,
and clear pronunciation.

Addressed
Envelope

Oral
Reading

Total

Completed KWLH Chart by
listing 6 facts, 6 questions,
6 answers, and sources
of information.

Wrote a rough draft and
neatly wrote or typed a
final draft.

Didn’t attempt to write
a rough or final draft.

Attempted, but didn’t
finish writing a rough
draft or writing/typing
a final draft.

Completed KWLH Chart by
listing 2 or 3 facts, 2 or 3 Didn’t attempt to finish
questions, 2 or 3 answers, KWLH Chart.
and most of the sources
of information.

Wrote a rough draft
and a final draft, but
it was messy.

Completed KWLH Chart by
listing 4 or 5 facts, 4 or 5
questions, 4 or 5 answers,
and most of the sources
of information.

Total

Made more than 16
spelling, capitalization,
grammar, or punctuation
errors.

Made 13-16 spelling,
capitalization, grammar,
or punctuation errors.

1

Didn’t read letter orally.

Didn’t attempt to address
envelope.

Attempted but didn’t finish
Didn’t attempt to write or
writing or typing a final draft.
Included some information from type a final draft.
Persuasive Organizer.

Wrote a final draft but was
messy or not lined up on left.
Included most information from
Persuasive Organizer.

Neatly wrote or typed final draft
with all parts lining up on left.
Included all of the information
from Persuasive Organizer.

KWLH
Chart

Rough and
Final Drafts

Didn’t attempt to write
a Closing Paragraph.

Wrote a topic OR simple
closing sentence, and at
least 2 simple supporting
sentences.

Wrote a topic sentence, a
closing sentence, and 3 or
4 supporting sentences, but
did not include compound
or complex sentences
where instructed.

Didn’t attempt to write
a Main Idea Paragraph.

Wrote a topic sentence, a
closing sentence, and 3 or
Wrote a topic OR simple
4 supporting sentences, but closing sentence, and at
did not include compound
least 2 simple supporting
or complex sentences
sentences.
where instructed.

Made less than 8 spelling, Made 9-12 spelling,
capitalization, grammar,
or punctuation errors.

Wrote a topic sentence,
a compound or complex
closing sentence, and 4
supporting sentences,
with at least 1 compound
and 1 complex supporting
sentence.

capitalization, grammar,
spelling, grammar,
or punctuation errors.
capitalization, punctuation

Conventions

Closing
Paragraph

Wrote a topic sentence,
a compound or complex
closing sentence, and 4
supporting sentences,
with at least 1 compound
and 1 complex supporting
sentence.

0

Didn’t attempt to write
a Topic Paragraph.

1

Wrote a topic OR simple
closing sentence, and at
least 2 simple supporting
sentences.

2

Final
Draft

ANSWERS

Included 1 or 2 paragraphs
with at least 1 linking word
and a closing sentence for
each paragraph.

Completed Organizer with
Didn’t attempt to complete
or without an opinion, 1
reason, and 2 or 3 supporting the Organizer.
details for that reason.
Didn’t include or punctuate
Included and punctuated
1-3 letter elements: heading, any letter elements: heading,
inside heading, greeting,
inside heading, salutation,
body, closing, signature.
body, closing, signature.
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Made less than 10 convention Made 10-15 convention errors Made 16-20 convention errors Made more than 20 errors in
spelling, grammar,
errors in entire project.
in entire project.
entire project.
in entire project.
capitalization, punctuation

Answered at least half of
the pre-writing questions.

Completed Organizer with
an opinion, 2 reasons, and
2 or 3 supporting details for
each reason.
Included and punctuated
4-5 letter elements: heading,
inside heading, salutation,
body, closing, signature.

Answered seven pre-writing
questions.

Pre-Writing
Questions

had seen

Score

has seen
have seen

0

Future Perfect
Tense

1

Past Perfect
Tense

3

Conventions

2.

Present Perfect
Tense

3

38

Criteria

Letter
Body

see

Main Idea
Paragraph

2

Wrote a topic sentence, a
closing sentence, and 3 or
4 supporting sentences, but
did not include compound
or complex sentences
where instructed.

Score

ANSWERS

Letter
Elements

4.

2

1.

36

Criteria
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Persuasive
Organizer

6.
Wrote a topic sentence,
a compound or complex
closing sentence, and 4
supporting sentences,
with at least 1 compound
and 1 complex supporting
sentence.

3
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3.

Topic
Paragraph

Criteria

36
37

ANSWERS

American Revolution Essay Grading Chart
Verbs Practice

had entered – past perfect
has been studied – present perfect
will have researched – future perfect
have written – present perfect
had traveled – past perfect
had planned – past perfect
has or have brought
has or have thought
had brought
had thought
will have or shall have brought
will have or shall have thought

See Rubric below for grading sentence

Verb
Tenses

Included and used verb Included but did not
correctly use verb in its
in its correct tense in
correct type of sentence. correct tense in correct
type of sentence.

Spelling

Had no spelling mistakes Had 1-2 spelling mistakes Had 3-4 spelling mistakes Had more than 4 spelling
in the sentence.
mistakes in the sentence.
in the sentence.
in the sentence.

Didn’t attempt to write
Wrote a sentence, but
did not include the verb. a sentence.

0

Score

Capitalization Had no capitalization,
Had 1-2 capitalization, Had 3-4 capitalization, Had 5 + capitalization,
grammar, or punctuation grammar, or punctuation grammar, or punctuation grammar, or punctuation
Grammar
Punctuation mistakes in the sentence. mistakes in the sentence. mistakes in the sentence. mistakes in the sentence.

Total

37

39

ANSWERS

Verb Chart

Persuasive Letter Grading Chart

