Pr
ev
C i
op ew
y
On behalf of Splash! Publications, we would like to welcome you to our

Sixth Grade Language Unit, an eight-lesson unit designed by teachers
with you and your students in mind. Our goal is a unit that you can use
immediately.

The CD

Inside this book, you will find black line masters of the lessons, Core
Practice activities, Interactive Notebook assignments, and Content Posters
for each of the eight Language lessons. In addition, we’ve included a CD
in the back of the book with color versions of the Content Posters ready for
you to print, laminate, and use in your classroom.

Journal Pages

We’ve created Journal Pages for each of the eight lessons to expose
students to as much expository text comprehension as possible. Students
will need to refer back to the details and examples in the text and use
key words, bold print, subheadings, and other text features to locate facts
and information from the text in order to complete each Journal Page
(CC.6.RI.1, CC.6.RI.4, CC.6.RI.10).

After completing each Journal Card, have students cut and paste the Journal
Cards into a Language Notebook for future reference. A Composition Book
or spiral notebook works well for this purpose.

Interactive Language Notebook

In addition to the Journal Pages and Core Practice activities, we have
included step-by-step directions for eight Interactive Notebook assignments
that students will create and glue into a Language notebook. When
finished, the Language notebook will provide students with a long lasting
reference. Again, a Composition Book or spiral notebook works well for
keeping the Interactive Notebook assignments.
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The Lesson Plans

On the next several pages, you will find the Lesson Plans for the Sixth Grade
Language Unit. The Lesson Plans clearly outline what students must do
before, during, and after each lesson. Page numbers are listed so you that
you will immediately know what you need to photocopy before beginning
each lesson. Grading rubrics and answers to all activities are located at the
end of the Unit.

The Standards

Standards help teachers prioritize instruction and connect the “big ideas”
students need to know in order to advance. Our Sixth Grade Language
Unit was created in alignment with the Sixth Grade Reading and Language
Standards. You will find the Standard alignment (abbreviated CC) for each
lesson in the Lesson Plans.

The Content Posters

We’ve included 14 Content Posters in our Sixth Grade Language Unit, one
for each concept taught. The black and white versions can be found at the
beginning of each lesson, while the color versions of each Content Poster
are included on the CD in the back of the book. Simply print, laminate,
and hang each color Content Poster in your classroom before the lesson so
students will have a quick reference to the Language concept being taught.

The Copyright

Text Copyright © 2016 by SPLASH! Publications, Glendale Az
Illustration Copyright © 2016 by SPLASH! Publications, Glendale Az
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or
transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or mechanical, including
photocopy, recording, or any information storage or retrieval system without
permission in written form from the authors. Pages in the Sixth Grade
Language Unit may be reproduced by the original purchaser only for use in
the original purchaser’s classroom and may not be sold or used for purposes
other than those specifically permitted by the authors.

Illustrations and cover design by Victoria J. Smith

ISBN 978-1-935255-80-2
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1.

After reading about Pronouns (pps. 4-6), students will:

• complete Core Practice for subjective, objective, and possessive
pronouns. (pps. 7-8)
• complete Core Practice for reflexive and intensive
pronouns. (pps. 9-10)
• use the lesson to complete a Pronouns Journal Page to glue into their
Language notebooks. (pps. 11-12)
• create an interactive Pronoun Organizer to glue into their Language
notebooks. (pps. 13-16)

Standard Alignment: CC.6.RI.1, CC.6.RI.4, CC.6.RI.10, CC.6.L.1a,
CC.6.L.1b

2.

After reading about Pronouns and Antecedents (pps. 18-21), students will:

• complete Core Practice for inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and
person. (pps. 22-23)
• complete Core Practice for vague pronouns with unclear and ambiguous
antecedents. (pg. 24)
• use the lesson to complete a Pronouns and Antecedents Journal Page to
glue into their Language notebooks. (pps. 25-26)
• create an interactive Pronouns and Antecedents Flip Book to glue into
their Language notebooks. (pps. 27-32)

Standard Alignment: CC.6.RI.1, CC.6.RI.4, CC.6.RI.10, CC.6.L.1c,
CC.6.L.1d

3.

After reading about Standard English (pps. 36-40), students will:

• complete Core Practice for standard English variations. (pps. 41-42)
• complete Core Practice for punctuating restrictive and nonrestrictive
elements. (pps. 43-44)
• complete Core Practice for varying sentence patterns for meaning,
reader/listener interest, and style. (pps. 45-46)
• use the lesson to complete a Standard English Journal Page to
glue into their Language notebooks. (pps. 47-48)
• create an interactive Restrictive and Nonrestrictive Organizer to glue
into their Language notebooks. (pps. 49-53)

Standard Alignment: CC.6.RI.1, CC.6.RI.4, CC.6.RI.10, CC.6.L.2a,
CC.6.L.3a
Sixth Grade Language Unit © 2016
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4.

After reading about Context Clues (pps. 55-57), students will:

• complete Core Practice for using context clues to figure out the meaning
of a word or phrase. (pps. 58-59)
• complete Core Practice for using the overall meaning of a sentence or
paragraph to figure out the meaning of a word or phrase. (pps. 60-61)
• use the lesson to complete a Context Clues Journal Page to glue into
their Language notebooks. (pps. 62-63)
• create an interactive Context Clues Pull-Out Organizer to glue into their
Language notebooks. (pps. 64-70)

Standard Alignment: CC.6.RI.1, CC.6.RI.4, CC.6.RI.10, CC.6.L.4a

5.

After reading about Prefixes and Suffixes (pps. 72-74), students will:

• complete Core Practice for using Greek and Latin prefixes, suffixes, and
roots as clues to meanings of words. (pps. 75-77)
• use the lesson to complete a Prefixes and Suffixes Journal Page to
glue into their Language notebooks. (pps. 78-79)
• create an interactive Accordion Organizer to glue into their Language
notebooks. (pps. 80-90)

Standard Alignment: CC.6.RI.1, CC.6.RI.4, CC.6.RI.10, CC.6.L.4b

6.

After reading about Reference Tools (pps. 92-95), students will:

• complete Core Practice for using traditional and online reference
materials. (pps. 96-97)
• complete Core Practice for determining the meaning of a word or phrase
by using sentence context and a dictionary. (pps. 98-99)
• use the lesson to complete a Reference Tools Journal Page to glue into
their Language notebooks. (pps. 100-101)
• create two interactive Cootie Catchers. (pps. 102-106)
• create a Two-Pocket Organizer to glue into their Language notebooks
and stores their Cootie Catchers. (pps. 107-110)
Standard Alignment: CC.6.RI.1, CC.6.RI.4, CC.6.RI.10, CC.6.L.4c,
CC.6.L.4d
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7.

After reading about Figurative Language (pps. 112-114), students will:

• complete Core Practice for interpreting similes, metaphors, and
personification in context. (pps. 115-116)
• use the lesson to complete a Figurative Language Journal Page to glue
into their Language notebooks. (pps. 117-118)
• create interactive Figurative Language Flaps to glue into their
Language notebooks. (pps. 119-126)
• use Figurative Language Flaps to finish and glue into their Language
notebooks a Greek myth titled Theseus and the
Minotaur. (pps. 127-134)

Standard Alignment: CC.6.RI.1, CC.6.RI.4, CC.6.RI.10, CC.6.L.5a

8.

After reading about Word Relationships (pps. 137-140), students will:

• complete Core Practice for using cause to effect, object to function, and
part to whole analogies to better understand words. (pg. 141)
• complete Core Practice for denotations and connotations. (pg. 142)
• complete Core Practice for building vocabulary. (pg. 143)
• use the lesson to complete a Word Relationships Journal Page to
glue into their Language notebooks. (pps. 144-145)
• create an interactive Analogy Organizer to glue into their Language
notebooks. (pps. 146-148)

Standard Alignment: CC.6.RI.1, CC.6.RI.4, CC.6.RI.10, CC.6.L.5b,
CC.6.L.5c, CC.6.L.6
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Hernando Cortés
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A pronoun must agree in
number (singular or plural)
and person (first, second,
or third person)
with its antecedent.

1

An antecedent is the noun
being referred to or
replaced with a pronoun.

Julius Caesar
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The relative pronouns who,
whose, whom, and which
introduce nonrestrictive elements.

Nonrestrictive elements give
more information about a
noun and are set off from
the rest of the sentence with
commas, dashes, or parentheses.

Two words with similar
denotations can have
very different connotations.

Denotations are dictionary
definitions. Connotations
are the positive and
negative ideas or feelings
associated with a word.

Standard English is the
collection of spelling,
grammar, punctuation,
and vocabulary rules
that are most
widely accepted and
easily understood.

Confucius

Cleopatra
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Name

Core Practice
Conventions of Standard English
Pronouns are words that take the place of nouns.

6.L.1b

I can use reflexive and intensive pronouns.
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Without realizing it, you started
using pronouns as soon as you learned to talk. You used personal pronouns, such
as I, me, you, us, we, them, he, him, her, she, it, and they to take the place of
people and things. They took the ball and won’t give it back!
Possessive pronouns, such as my, your, his, her, its, our, and their were
used to show ownership. Luke forgot his umbrella on our porch.
Indefinite pronouns, such as somebody, everybody, anyone, someone,
everything, everyone, and nobody took the place of unknown people and things.
Can someone tell me who left everything in the middle of the floor?
Now that you’re older and your sentences are more complex, it’s important
to use pronouns to help you speak and write properly.

Read the passage below and complete the activity that follows
about reflexive and intensive pronouns.

(1) Many historians themselves think that Francisco Pizarro may have been born
in 1471. (2) Others convinced themselves that his birthday was in 1475 or

1478. (3) It is up to each person to decide for himself or herself what he or she
believes about the date of Pizarro’s birth. (4) Most historians agree, however,
that Francisco Pizarro set out on a mission to defeat the Inca Empire and take
control for himself. (5) In order to better understand history, it’s important that
we ourselves discover the reasons behind Pizarro’s desire for destruction and

Subjective Pronouns

Subjective pronouns are used to replace nouns in the subject of a sentence.
Remember, the subject describes who or what did something in the sentence.
Some of the personal pronouns that you have been using your entire life can only
be used in the subject of the sentence.
NORTH
AMERICA
Subjective pronouns are I, we, you,
G
M
W I
he, she, it, and they. David researched the
Inca Empire for his ancient history report.
P
In this sentence, David performed the
action and researched the Inca Empire.
He and him are personal pronouns
PACIFIC
used to replace a boy or a man, but only
OCEAN
SOUTH
a subjective pronoun can be used in the
AMERICA
subject of the sentence. He researched the
Inca Empire for his ancient history report.
Julio and Amanda learned that the
ATLANTIC
Inca once ruled one of the largest and
OCEAN
richest empires in the world. In this
I
E
sentence, Julio and Amanda performed
the action and learned. Since subjective
pronouns are used to replace nouns in the
subject of the sentence, our choices are pretty clear. Amanda and he learned;
Julio and she learned; He and she learned; They learned.
ULF OF
EXICO

power.

EST NDIES

Decide whether the pronoun used in each sentence above is a
reflexive or intensive pronoun. Put an R next to the reflexive
pronouns and an I next to the intensive pronouns.

A NA
MA

NCA
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1. ________ themselves
2. ________ themselves

3. ________ himself or herself

MPIRE

4. ________ himself

5. ________ ourselves
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8

Pronouns take the place of nouns.
Three examples of personal

Pronouns are words that take

pronouns are

the place of nouns. Subjective

________________ ,

____________ , and __________ .

pronouns replace nouns that are
in the subject of the sentence.

Part II

Follow the directions below to glue the Pronoun Template securely onto the blank
page on the right side of your Language notebook, across from your Journal Page.

Possessive pronouns, such as my,

Y[XWX^W CNVYUJ]N

your, his, her, its, our, and their are

Objective pronouns replace

used to show _________________ .

nouns that are objects of verbs.

Y[

Y[XWX^W\

people and things. Two examples of indefinite pronouns are ______________ ,

XW
X

^W
\

Indefinite pronouns take the place

of __________________________

and _________________ . Subjective pronouns replace nouns that are in the
_____________________ of the sentence. Subjective pronouns are I, we,

you, ______________ , ______________ , ___________, and ___________ .

Objective pronouns are used to replace nouns that are objects of __________ .
Personal pronouns that can be used as objects include me, us, you, _________ ,
__________________ , ______________ , and _______________ . A

prepositional phrase is a group of words that begins with a _______________
and ends with an _________________ .

____________________ pronouns

are used to replace nouns in prepositional phrases. Reflexive pronouns refer

1. Cut the Pronoun Template along all bold lines

and fold along the dotted line. Use a coloring
pencil to add color to the outside edge of the
template.

2. Glue the Pronoun Template onto the blank
page on the right side of your notebook,
across from your Journal Page.

back to and add emphasis to the ___________________ of a sentence. Three
examples of reflexive pronouns are _________________ , _______________ ,
and ___________________ . Intensive pronouns refer back to any noun or
pronoun in a sentence, including the _____________________ . Intensive
pronouns are exactly the same as _______________________ pronouns.
While intensive pronouns draw attention to a noun or pronoun, they are not
really necessary to _______________________________________________ .
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Shifts in Pronoun Person

Name

Pronouns and antecedents must agree in person. A shift in pronoun person
occurs when the writer changes from one point of view to another point of view in
the middle of a sentence.

Core Practice

First and Second Person
First person point of view pronoun
examples are I, we, me, us, my, mine,
our, and ours.
We enjoyed learning about the
Aztec people because you discovered
that they were fearless warriors who
created a huge empire.
In this example, the personal
pronoun we sets the tone of first
person. The pronoun you quickly
shifts the sentence from first
person to second person.
To correct this shift in
pronoun person, change the point
of view of the entire sentence to
second person.
Second person point of view
pronouns include you, your, and yours.
You enjoyed learning about the Aztec
people because you discovered that they
were fearless warriors who created a huge
empire. Now, the entire sentence is written
in second person.
Hernando Cortés
Of course, the shift in pronoun person
can also be corrected by continuing the
sentence in first person.
We enjoyed learning about the Aztec people because we discovered that
they were fearless warriors who created a huge empire.

Conventions of Standard English
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6.L.1c I can recognize and correct inappropriate shifts
in pronoun number and person.

Put an A next to the sentences with appropriate shifts in
pronoun number and person. Put an I next to the sentences with
inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person.
1. ________ Hernando Cortés was the only boy in his family of four children.
2. ________ Everyone in Cortés’s family wanted to go their own way.

3. ________ Hernando Cortés took the Aztec’s emperor prisoner and demanded
that you pay a ransom for his safe return.
4. ________ Very few in our class had his or her Aztec Empire report finished.

5. ________ After the death of their emperor, the Aztecs attacked Cortés and
his army.

Go back to each sentence above that you marked with an I.
Without changing the meaning of the sentence, make changes
to the pronoun in italics so that there is an appropriate shift in
pronoun number and person.

Third Person

The pronouns he, she, it, him, his, her, and hers signal third person point
of view. When Hernando Cortés reached the Aztec Empire, you knew that the
emperor was surprised.
This sentence begins in third person with the antecedent Hernando Cortés.
It quickly changes to second person when the pronoun you is used. To correct the
shift, change you to a third person pronoun. When Hernando Cortés reached the
Aztec Empire, he knew that the emperor was surprised.
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Write your own sentence correctly using a singular indefinite pronoun with a
singular possessive pronoun. Use proper capitalization, punctuation, grammar,
and spelling.
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
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Part II

Y[XWX^W\ JWM 0W]NLNMNW]\ BNW]NWLN\
1 Historians aren’t sure the exact day of
Hernando Cortés’s birth, but
do agree that it was 1485.

10 The Aztecs lived in Mexico. Anyone
who wanted to conquer them needed
own army and a good plan.

2 Anybody who came in contact with
Hernando Cortés knew that
life was in danger.

11 Through our research,
discovered that the Aztecs built
their empire by defeating others.

3 Even Hernando’s parents must have
known that
child was
never going to become a lawyer.

12 The Aztec community designed
own calendar, built large
temples, and created sculptures.
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Follow the directions below and on the next page to create and glue two Pronouns
and Antecedents Flip Books securely onto the next two blank pages of your
Language notebook.

13 A single Aztec family produced
enough crops for
members
to eat for an entire year.

5 In 1509, Cortés joined other Spanish
soldiers and helped
take
control of Cuba for Spain.

14 Everyone defeated by the Atzecs
was forced to give up
land
an pay yearly taxes to the Aztecs.

6 Spain’s rulers knew
had
found a warrior in Hernando Cortés
and awarded him land and slaves.

15 As
studied, Melissa learned
that Cortés recruited many people
who were angry with the Aztecs.

7 Kevin and I are planning
strategy for a group project about
Hernando Cortés.

16 It seemed that many were willing
to risk
own lives to help
Cortés defeat the Aztecs.

8 In 1519, leaders from Spain sent Cortés
to the Gulf of Mexico to capture slaves
and bring
back to Cuba.

17 It makes everybody wonder if
would be willing to risk it
all for Hernando Cortés.

9 Instead of obeying
orders,
Hernando Cortés planned to take
control of Mexico for himself.

18 For me,
think that Hernando
Cortés should have been responsible
for fighting his own battles!
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3. Cut out all of the Pronouns and Antecedents sentence strips along the bold

lines. Use your coloring pencils to color each of the sentence strips.
Glue one sentence on top of each flap of the Pronouns and Antecedents Flip
Book Template. (The sentences are numbered, so be careful to glue them in order.)

Y[XWX^W\

1. Cut each Pronouns and Antecedents Flip Book Template

along all bold lines and fold along the dotted line. Use
a coloring pencil to add color to the outside edge of the
Template.

they

he

them
we

our

his

he

their

its

I

their

his

she

their

them

the

y
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they

n
n
2. AHerna

your Journal Page. Glue the other Template on the
next blank page of your notebook.
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2. Glue one Template onto the blank page across from

ew c
th ont
at ac
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ith

ex
a
5 . r th c t
,

4. Cut out all of the Pronoun Cards along the bold lines.
5. Read the sentence on top of each flap and find the Pronoun Card
that correctly completes the sentence. Color the Pronoun Card
the same color as the flap. Glue the Pronoun Card under the flap.
NOTE: Each Pronoun Card will be used once, and when you finish,
all of the Pronoun Cards should be glued under the flaps.
Sixth Grade Language Unit © 2016
splashpublications.com
splashpublications.com

with

]\

5URY
K

XXT

?[XWX^W\ JWM 0W]NLNMNW]\ 5URY KXXT

4

4 In 1503, Hernando Cortés arrived in
Santo Domingo. Like other new
citizens,
was given land.

11
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14
Choosing Punctuation for Effect

Name

Punctuation is necessary for readers to clearly understand your writing.
End punctuation, such as periods, question marks, and
exclamation points tells readers when to stop, if a
question is being asked, and whether or not to
be surprised.
Commas let readers know when to
pause in a sentence. Quotation marks
signal that someone is speaking.
Colons, semicolons, hyphens,
apostrophes, and underlining must all
follow the rules of punctuation.
Punctuation can also be used for
effect to show emotion or create a
desired tone.

Core Practice
Conventions of Standard English
I can recognize variations from standard English in my own
and others’ writing and speaking. I can identify and use
strategies to improve expression in conventional language.
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6.L.1e

Read the passage below. Then answer the questions that follow.

(1) For the past month, my classmates and I have been learning about the republic of Rome.
(2) “Next week,” announced Mrs. Nye, “You will begin your ancient Rome projects.”
(3) Everyone held their breath wondering the types of projects that would be assigned.
(4) Several wondered if you would have enough time to complete your project. (5) Others
hoped that after they finished their projects, Mrs. Nye wouldn’t assign any other Social
Studies homework. (6) Mrs. Nye calmed our fears.

Restrictive Elements

Restrictive elements are groups of
words that give important information about
a noun. Restrictive elements are necessary
to the meaning of the sentence. The relative
pronouns who, whom, whose, and that are
commonly used to signal that a restrictive
element is on its way.
Because they are important to
the meaning of the sentence, restrictive
elements are not set apart from the rest of
the sentence by commas or other types of
punctuation.
Cleopatra was the woman who was
Egypt’s queen for almost three decades.
In this example, the words who was
Egypt’s queen for almost three decades
describe the noun woman. These
words are essential to the meaning
of the sentence. They distinguish
this woman from other women named
Cleopatra
Cleopatra. Therefore, no punctuation
is necessary to set this information
off from the rest of the sentence.
The painting that features Cleopatra with a cobra hangs in the museum.
In this sentence, the phrase that features Cleopatra with a cobra are restrictive
elements because they give important information about a specific painting. This
restrictive element is necessary to the meaning of the sentence, so again, no
punctuation is used to set it apart from the rest of the sentence.
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a.
c.

2.

3.

my classmates and me
me and my classmates

b.
d.

my classmates and us
No change necessary

Which sentence contains a present perfect tense verb?
a.
c.

Sentence 1
Sentence 2

b.
d.

Sentence 5
Sentence 6

Describe the change that should be made in Sentence 3.

_________________________________________________________________

4.

What change, if any, should be made in Sentence 2?
a.
c.

5.

announced to Announced
You will begin to you will begin

b.
d.

Mrs. Nye, to Mrs. Nye:
No change necessary

Correctly rewrite the sentence with an inappropriate shift in pronoun person.

_________________________________________________________________

6.

Rewrite Sentence 6, adding details to make it more interesting.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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What change, if any, should be made in Sentence 1?

14

16

A4BCA82C8E4 0=3 =>=A4BCA82C8E4

Part II

;JKNU\ JWM ]R]UN

Follow the directions below and on the next page to create and glue a Restrictive
and Nonrestrictive Organizer securely onto the blank page on the right side of your
Language notebook.

Restrictive elements are words that give more
information about a noun and are necessary to
the meaning of the sentence.
The relative pronouns who, whom, whose, and
that are commonly used to signal that a
restrictive element is on its way.

1. Cut out the Restrictive and Nonrestrictive Organizer pattern, two Labels, one Title, and
twelve Sentence Strips along the dark bold lines.

so that the boxes are on the inside and the blank
spaces are on the outside.

3. Use coloring pencils to add color to
the Title. Glue the Title on the bottom
flap of the Organizer pattern.
Color behind the bottom flap as well.

NONRESTRICTIVE
ELEMENTS

Nonrestrictive elements are words that provide
extra information about a noun but are not
important to the meaning of the sentence.
The relative pronouns who, whom, whose,
and which are commonly used to signal that
a nonrestrictive element is on its way.
Nonrestrictive elements are set apart from the
rest of the sentence with commas, dashes,
and parentheses.

4. Add color to the two Labels and glue them in their
proper places on the outside of the Organizer pattern.

Sixth Grade Language Unit © 2016
splashpublications.com
splashpublications.com

15

Sixth Grade Language Unit © 2016
splashpublications.com
splashpublications.com

16

O R GA N I Z E R

2. Fold the Organizer pattern along all the dotted lines

Restrictive elements are not set apart from
the rest of the sentence by commas or
other types of punctuation.

RESTRICTIVE AND NONRESTRICTIVE

RESTRICTIVE
ELEMENTS

17

18

Context clues help you learn the
meanings of new words. Sometimes

Context clues are hints that

a sentence includes a clear definition

give clues to the meanings of

of an unknown word. Words and

new words. The hints can be

phrases that signal a definition clue

found in the words, phrases,

Context clues are hints that give clues to the meanings of new words.

The hints
can be found in the words, phrases, and sentences surrounding an unknown word.
If you can find the hints and utilize context clues, you can learn the meanings of
many new words and expand your vocabulary

is on its way include ___________ ,

and sentences surrounding the

which is, that is, and ___________

Pr
ev
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op ew
y

unknown word.

________________ . A restatement

Definition Clues

clue restates the meaning of an

Sometimes a sentence includes a clear definition of an unknown word. The
definition might appear in the same sentence or the next sentence. Words and
phrases such as means, which is, that is, and in other words can signal that a
definition clue is on the way.
Anthropology, which is the study of physical and cultural development of
humans, answers questions about what life was like for people who lived long ago.
The new word in this sentence is anthropology. The phrase which is signals that
a clue for the definition of anthropology is coming up. From the definition clue,
you can tell that anthropology is the study of physical and cultural development of
humans.

unknown word. Commas, ________________ , and the word or signal that a

clue to the meaning of the unknown word is on its way. Example clues help you

use what you already know to determine the meanings of new words. Words

and phrases for example, ______________________________ , and like will
help you spot example clues. Using what you know about cause and effect

relationships can help you determine the meaning of an unknown word. Some
of the words and phrases that signal cause and effect relationships are

Restatement Clues

_______________________ , _____________________ , and in order to.

A restatement clue is almost like a definition clue. Restatement clues restate
the meaning of an unknown word. Commas, dashes, and the word or signal that a
clue to the meaning of the unknown word is on its way.
Archaeologists–scientists who study human tools to learn about the
past–believe that human life began in Africa more than two million years ago.
Archaeologists is the unknown word in this sentence. The dash signals that the
meaning of archaeologists is going to be restated. From the restatement, you can
tell that archaeologists are scientists who study artifacts to learn more about the
past.

A comparison clue uses ___________________________________________
to give clues to the meaning of an unknown word. Signal words and phrases

include __________________________ , in contrast to, ________________ ,
and in the same way. Wanda is passionate, or excited and enthusiastic, about
finding a cure for cancer. In this sentence, the word passionate means

_________________________________ . Which type of context clue was used

in this sentence? ____________________________ .

Definition clues include a clear definition of an unknown
word. Means, which is, that is, and in other words can
signal that a definition clue is on its way.

The lava from the

volcano engulfed the forest in the same way that a frog swallows a fly. In this
sentence, the word engulfed means ___________________ . Which type of

Restatement clues restate the meaning of an unknown
word using commas, dashes, and the word or.
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Look up the words glacier and climate. Write a declarative
sentence that uses a definition clue for glacier or climate.

4. You will need your five completed Context Clue Organizer patterns to finish

assembling the Pull-Out Organizer. Make sure each pattern has been folded
in half along the dotted lines so the words are on the outside.

*$ 2XV
YJ[

R\XW LU^
N\

5. Squeeze the sides of the Envelope. One at a time, slide in each of the

Restatement clues restate the meaning of an unknown word.
Commas, dashes, and the word or signal a restatement clue.

During the Neolithic Era–the last period of the Stone Age when
people began to develop agriculture and learned to domesticate
animals–groups started settling permanently in one place.
Neolithic Era means:

five completed Organizer patterns with the numbered context clues
showing, from the lowest number (#1) to the highest number (#5).

'$ [N\]J]NVNW] LU^N\

2XW]Na] 2U^N >[PJWRcN[

At the end of the Ice Age, Earth’s climate became
warmer, glaciers shrank, and the level of the oceans
began to rise, forcing people to migrate, that is, move
to new places to live. Migrate means:

&$ 3NORWR]RXW LU^N\

Definition clues give a clear definition of an unknown
word. Words and phrases such as means, which is,
that is, and in other words can signal a definition clue.

Look up the words agriculture and domesticate. Write a sentence
showing someone speaking that uses a restatement clue for
agriculture or domesticate.

6. Glue the completed Context Clues Pull-Out Organizer onto the right side of your notebook,
across from your Journal Page.

7. Glue the Title above the Organizer.
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Core Practice
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
6.L.4b
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It is estimated that by sixth grade, most children will understand about 50,000
words. That’s a pretty extensive vocabulary! At this point, most new words that
you learn will probably come from adding prefixes and suffixes to root words. You
might be surprised to learn that many of the prefixes, suffixes, and root words in
our English language can be traced back to Greek and Latin words.

I can use common grade-appropriate Greek and Latin prefixes,
suffixes, and roots as clues to the meanings of words.

Read the passage below and complete the assignment that follows.

According to Greek mythology, the Trojan War began after the abduction of Queen Helen of
Sparta by Paris, the Trojan prince. Queen Helen’s fastidious husband convinced his brother
to lead an expedition to retrieve her. More than one thousand ships crossed the Aegean Sea
to demand the return of Queen Helen. When the odious King Priam refused, battles raged for
more than 10 years. One morning, the Greek armies left a large wooden horse outside the
gates of Troy. The Trojans pulled the mysterious gift into the city. When night fell, the horse
opened and a group of Greek warriors climbed out. The Trojans were filled with trepidation.
Within minutes, the Greek warriors had defeated the Trojan soldiers and rescued Queen
Helen. Queen Helen returned to Sparta and rejoined her illustrious husband on the throne.

Root Words

A root is a base used to form new words. Think of a root word as the
foundation of a new word, much like the foundation of a building. A building starts
with a thick slab of concrete. As new floors are added, the structure gets bigger
and stronger.
Building new words can be done in much the same way. Start with a strong
root word that you can already define. Then, add prefixes and suffixes to make
the word bigger and stronger.

Examples

Meaning

Latin Root

Greek Root

Meaning

Examples

ject

throw

inject, reject

bio

life

biology

spect

view, look

inspect
spectator

mon

single, one

monarchy
monolith

aud

hear, listen

audible

fus

pour

infuse

scrib

write

inscription

therm

heat

thermal
thermometer

duc

lead, bring

conduct
educator

geo

earth

geologists
geography
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Greek/Latin Prefixes, Suffixes, and Root Words

con – with, jointly
abduct – carry off
ex – from beyond
re – again, back
trepid – fear

logy/ology – science, study of
sion/tion – act, result of
vince – to overcome, conquer
ious – full of
myth – story, legend, fable

ped – to travel

fast – proud, demanding
illustri – fame

Use the meanings of the prefixes, suffixes, and root words, as well as the
context clues in the passage to define each of the words below:
1. mythology

___________________________

2. abduction

___________________________

3. fastidious

___________________________

4. convinced

___________________________

5. expedition

___________________________

6. retrieve

___________________________

7. odious

___________________________

8. trepidation

___________________________

9. illustrious

___________________________
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23

odi – hatred, ill-will

trieve – find, bring

Trojan Horse

22

24

Part II

Follow the directions below and on the next two pages to prepare and glue a
prefix, suffix, and root word Accordion Organizer into your Language notebook.

8. Using the lines provided on each Accordion Organizer page,
write three separate sentences using each of the three new
words. Make sure that each of your sentences includes a
clear context clue to the meaning of the new word.

1.

2.

3.

Heading Title strips a different color.

LATIN PREFIXES: im-, de-, semi-

Cut out all six of the Heading Title strips
and the three Accordion Organizer pages
along the bold lines.

GREEK PREFIXES: necro-, p ara-, diaLATIN SUFFIXES: -ous, -ance, -tion

1.

G R E E K S U F F I X E S : - o l o g y, - i c , - c r a t

Use proper capitalization, spelling, punctuation, and grammar
in each sentence.

1. Use coloring pencils to color each of the

7NJMRWP ]R]UN\

LATIN ROOTS: ject, spect, aud

GREEK ROOTS: bio, mon, therm

2.

A

3.

A

LATIN

ROOTS

spect,
: ject,

aud

9. Fold the Accordion Organizer pages along the dotted

LATIN PREFIXES: im-, de-, semi-

lines as shown and move on to Part III.

GREEK ROOTS: bio
, mon, therm

2. Glue one Heading Title strip in its proper

-, diaGREEK PREFIXES: necro-, p ara

space on each of the Accordion Organizer
pages.

A

A

A

LATIN SUFFIXES: -ous, -ance, -tion

GREEK SUFFIXES: -olog
y, - i c , - c r a t

A

A
A

autocrat

Y[NORaN\, \^OORaN\, JWM [XX] LJ[M\

dia-

dia-

spectator
spectator

3. Cut out each of the 36 prefix, suffix, root, and

autocrat
semicircle

necrosis
immoral

word cards along the bold lines.

thermostat
necrosis

deject

de–

–tion
–tion

fascination

Fold each card along the dotted line
so that it makes a booklet with the
words on the outside.

aud

thermostat

para–

para–
brilliance

semi–

biosphere

mon

semicircle
spect
mon

spectator

aud

semi-
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Core Practice
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
6.L.4d

Reference tools contain factual information that help us learn new words, find out
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more about the words we already know, and assist us
in locating information about interesting topics that we
might want to research.
Dictionaries, thesauruses, and glossaries are the
types of reference tools that a mature writer like yourself
should be familiar with in order to take your vocabulary
knowledge and writing to “the next level.”

I can determine the meaning of a word or phrase by using
sentence context and a dictionary.

navigable/outline

A dictionary is a great place to start when you want
more information about a word. Traditional dictionaries,
like those in your desk or on the shelf in your classroom,
and digital dictionaries found on your computer, tablet,
or the Internet, provide entry words, pronunciation keys,
parts of speech, definitions, and in most cases, sample
sentences.
When reading, it’s important to keep a traditional
or digital dictionary handy to help you pronounce and find
the meanings of new words. A dictionary will also help
you choose the best definition to fit the context, or
meaning, for the sentences you are writing.

out•line (out‘ line) n.
1. the line by which an object is bounded
2. a gerneral sketch or account that includes
only the main features
v. to put a plan in motion

neu•tral (noo’ truhl) adj.
not taking sides in a war or conflict
n. a gear in an automobile that
is not engaged

Based on the context of each sentence and the dictionary page above,
write the part of speech and meaning for each word in italics.
1.

I negotiated my way around the outline of my brother’s ancient Egypt project.

negotiated part of speech: _____ negotiated means: _________________
_________________________________ outline part of speech: _______

Hieroglyphics

outline means: _______________________________________________

2.

pronounciation key

om•ni•scient (om nish’ uhnt) adj.
having complete or unlimited knowledge
n. an all-knowing being

ne•go•ti•ate (ni goh’ shee eyt) v.
1. to bargain with others to prepare
a treaty or contract
2. to move through, around, or over
in a satisfactory manner

Dictionaries

entry word

ob•jec•tive (uhb jek’ tiv) n.
a purpose, goal, or target
adj. not influenced by personal feelings

nav•i•ga•ble (nav‘ i guh buhl) adj.
1. deep waters that are wide enough
to provide ship passage
2. a ship, aircraft, or missile that is
capable of being steered or guided

part of speech

Sally outlined her plan to put the car in neutral for her driving test.

outlined part of speech: ______ outlined means: ___________________

first definition

_________________________________ neutral part of speech:_______

neutral means: ______________________________________________

hie•ro•glyph•ics (hi ruh glihf’ ihks ) noun
1. a form of writing, especially used in ancient Egypt, in which pictures or symbols are used to
represent objects, concepts, or sounds; The Egyptian system of hieroglyphics used about 800
picture-signs that stood for objects or sounds.
2. writing that is difficult to understand or unreadable. Matthew’s hand writing was so difficult to
read that his friends often teased him about using hieroglyphics.

3.

My teacher must be omniscient because she knew what my objective was.

omniscient part of speech: _____ omniscient means: _________________
_________________________________ objective part of speech: _____

objective means: _____________________________________________

second definition

sample sentence 2
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1. Answer each of the eight questions on Cootie Catcher
Pattern #1. Use proper capitalization, spelling,
punctuation, and grammar in each of your answers.

2. Use coloring pencils to color each of the four areas
on the Cootie Catcher pattern a different color.

3. Cut out the Cootie Catcher along the outside bold lines.

4. With your completed Cootie Catcher laying

face-down, fold over the lower left-hand
corner up to the upper right hand corner of
the Cootie Catcher as shown.

with the Cootie Catcher laying
face-down, fold over the lower
right-hand corner up to the upper
left-hand corner of the Cootie Catcher
as shown.

Keeping the Cootie Catcher
face-down, fold over the
lower right-hand corner
up to the center fold of the
Cootie Catcher as shown.
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6. Unfold the Cootie Catcher.
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5. Unfold the Cootie Catcher. Again,
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Follow the directions below and on the next page to make two Reference Tools
Cootie Catchers.

5. The 6. The
type of difference
reference between a
used to find a thesaurus and
synonym is –
a dictionary is –

Part II
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Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
6.L.5a

I can interpret figures of speech (similes,
metaphors, personification) in context.
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Figurative language is a collection of figures of speech that gives special effects
to ordinary words and phrases. In all kinds of literature, writers strive to use
details that appeal to a reader’s senses. Creating pictures
with words is known as imagery. If descriptive words and
phrases help you form a vivid picture in your mind as you
read, then the author has done a great job using imagery.
In addition to imagery, writers use similes,
metaphors, and personification. Learning to use these
figures of speech will elevate your writing to new levels that
go beyond the dictionary’s meaning of words and phrases.

Read the passage below. Then answer the questions that follow.

(1) On Tuesday, Mr. Fillmore assigned our final ancient history reports. (2) My stomach
dropped like a roller coaster when he told us that we only had a week to finish our projects.
(3) My brain did flip flops trying to decide which ancient history topic I would choose. (4) I
finally decided on Queen Nefertiti because her power was a lighthouse in a sea of men.
(5) Before I could begin my research, I had to organize my desk because it was a disaster
area. (6) As soon as I began writing, my thoughts flowed as quickly as a babbling stream
after a storm. (7) Finishing this project by next week might not be so difficult after all!

Similes
A simile is a figure of speech that makes a
comparison using the words like or as. Instead
of simply saying Queen Nefertiti was beautiful,
a simile makes a comparison that sounds far
more exciting. Queen Nefertiti was as beautiful
as a rainbow after the storm. Now, you have an
image in your mind of just how beautiful Queen
Nefertiti actually was.
During her reign as queen, Nefertiti
angered the citizens and priests of Egypt
by forcing them to close their temples and
worship only one god, known as Monotheism.
This is an example of a complete sentence,
but it doesn’t give a very clear picture of how
angry Egyptians were when they were forced
to convert, or change, to Monotheism.
During Queen Nefertiti’s reign, Egyptian
Queen Nefertiti
citizens and priests erupted like flames from
a burning building at the thought of closing their temples and converting to
Monotheism. In this example, simply using the word like to compare Egyptians to
flames erupting from a burning building paints a clear picture of the depth of their
anger.
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1.

Which figure of speech, if any, is in sentence 1?

a.
c.

2.

b.
d.

metaphor
No figure of speech

Which figure of speech, if any, is in Sentence 2?

a.
c.

3.

simile
personification

simile
personification

b.
d.

metaphor
No figure of speech

What is being personified in Sentence 3? _______________________________

Which human quality or trait is being given to this object?___________________
_________________________________________________________________

4.

Underline the figure of speech in sentence 4. Describe the meaning of this figure
of speech:

_________________________________________________________________

5.

Which two sentences contain similes?

6.

Underline the figure of speech in sentence 5. Describe the meaning of this figure
of speech:

_________________________________

7.

Add a simile to sentence 7. Rewrite the new sentence below:

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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In addition, King Minos was loved by his people.
He had made so many improvements in Crete

In this activity, you will create Figurative Language Flaps that display examples of

that

in his

similes, metaphors, and personification.

country with a superior navy and an excellent

Directions:

1. Choose the next three blank pages in your Language notebook.

educational system.

2. Follow the directions below and on the next page to create and
glue six Figurative Language Flaps into your Language notebook.

gave birth to a Minotaur, a monster with the head

There was one little problem. The king’s wife

of a bull and the body of a man. To hide the beast,
who was

,

King Minos built a labyrinth of twisting mazes
under his palace.

King Minos was normally a very happy man.

1. Cut out each Figurative Language Flaps Title along the bold lines. Fold along the

Once upon a time, there lived a king named

dotted lines so that the Title is on the outside and the blank space is on the inside.

2. Use coloring pencils to color each of the three types of figurative language (similes,

After King Aegeus of Athens killed one of King

Minos’s sons, the king locked himself away and

Minos. He was the son of Zeus, the god of the

metaphors, and personification) a different color.

. King

sky and rain. His mother was Europa, a moon

3. Cut out each Figurative Language Flaps pattern along the bold lines. Fold along the dotted lines
so that the figuruative language example is on the outside and the blank space is on the inside.

4. Read each Figurative Language Flap. Place the twelve Simile Flaps in one pile, the ten
Metaphor Flaps in a second pile, and the eight Personification Flaps in a third pile.

5. Use coloring pencils to color each Figurative Language Flap the same color as its Title.

goddess

Minos called upon the gods to curse the city of

.

Athens with diseases and natural disasters like

Zeus used a thunderbolt as a weapon, throwing
it

curse, King Minos required Athens to send 7 boys

who displeased him, especially liars.

6. Arrange six Simile Flaps, one in front of the other with one Simile Title Flap

and 7 girls each year to be fed to the Minotaur

King Minos lived on the Greek island of Crete

at the very back. Open up the Title Flap so it can cover all the Simile Flaps .

whose

and had just about everything a king could
possibly want. He had plenty of money, a devoted
like a fra
gile flowe

r
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. To lift the

at those

For example, if you colored the Simile Title red, color each Simile Flap red as well.

staff, and
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,

ready to explode. The monster’s appetite was
.
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Name

Core Practice
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
6.L.5c

Learning new vocabulary is a life long process.

No matter how many new words
you learn each year, you will never run out of words to learn. You have already
studied about the context clues in sentences and paragraphs that give hints to the
meanings of new words. Understanding how words are related also helps build
vocabulary knowledge. Learning about analogies, denotations, and connotations
will help you to better understand the relationships between words
that will ultimately lead to building a bigger vocabulary.

I can decide if words with similar denotations (definitions)
have negative or positive connotations.

Pr
ev
C i
op ew
y

Read the sentences below. Then use the chart to list the denotation
(dictionary definition), context clues from the sentence, and knowledge
that you already have about each word in italics. Finally, decide whether
each word in italics has a negative or positive connotation.
Word

Analogies

indifferent

(dictionary definition
based on context)

Context Clues

(from the sentence)

Your Knowledge
(about the word)

Cause to Effect Analogies

Connotation

In a cause to effect analogy, the first word
in the pair describes a condition or action, while
second word describes an outcome or effect to the
condition or action.
Virus is to illness as flood is to destruction. In the
first word pair of this analogy, virus is the condition. The
outcome of a virus is an illness. In order for the analogy to be
effective, the second pair must also start with a condition and
end with an outcome. The condition in the second pair is
a flood and the outcome of a flood is destruction.
Listening is to hearing as spinning is to dizzy.
This cause and effect analogy describes an action
and the effect of that action.
In the first word pair, listening is the action. The effect of listening is hearing
something. The first word of the second pair must also start with an action and
end with an effect of the action. The second word pair begins with the action of
spinning. The effect of spinning in this analogy is becoming dizzy.
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neutral

Denotation

An analogy compares and describes the
relationships between words. There are many
different types of analogies. Some analogies
use cause to effect, object to function, or part
to whole comparisons to illustrate relationships
between words.

1.

Abigail remained neutral during the conversation, offering honest input but
refusing to take sides on the issue.

2.

The candidate for president seemed indifferent to the needs of the voters,
not really caring one way or the other how they felt.

Write one sentence using the word independent and another sentence using the
word unconnected. Use the denotation, context clues, and your knowledge of
each word to make it clear that one of the words has a positive connotation and
one of the words has a negative connotation. Use proper capitalization, spelling,
grammar, and punctuation.

1. _______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
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Part II

Context Clues Pull-Out Organizer Grading Chart

6. On the line next to the Answer strip, write the type of Analogy

3

used: cause to effect, object to function, part to whole.
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Comparison
Clues

Color and glue the Title above
the Organizer.

Cause and Effect
Clues

Organizer onto the right side
of your Language notebook,
across from your Journal Page.

Criteria

7. Glue the completed Analogy

Total

Didn’t attempt to assemble,
color, or glue Organizer into
notebook.

Had 13 –18 convention errors Had more than 18 errors in
finished sentences.
in finished sentences.

Had 8 –12 convention errors
in finished sentences.

Color the Answer strip the same color that you colored the Analogy.
Glue the Answer strip on the front of the flap in the space provided.
Be careful, there are more Answer strips than you will need.

Had less than 8 convention
errors in finished senetences.

5. Fold back each flap. Find the Answer strip that completes the Analogy.

Conventions

the front side of each folded flap on the
Analogy Organizer .

capitalization, spelling,
punctuation, grammar

4. Glue the 16 Analogies that you colored onto

Assembled, colored, and
glued Organizer into
notebook, but clearly did
not follow directions.

Didn’t attempt to write a
Wrote a definition for the
Wrote a definition for the
definition for the given word
given word; wrote a sentence, given word OR wrote the
but it was the wrong type or correct type sentence using a or write a sentence using a
comparison clue.
did not use a comparison clue. comparison clue.

Wrote a definition for the
given word; wrote the
correct type of sentence
using a comparison clue.

so that the lines are on the inside.

Assembled, colored, or glued
Organizer into notebook
according to directions.

Didn’t attempt to write a
Wrote a definition for the
Wrote a definition for the
definition for the given word
given word; wrote a sentence, given word OR wrote the
but it was the wrong type or correct type sentence using a or write a sentence using a
cause and effect clue.
cause and effect clue.
did not use cause and effect.

Wrote a definition for the
given word; wrote the
correct type of sentence
using a cause and effect clue.

Example
Clues

3. Fold the Analogy Organizer along the dotted lines

directions.

Didn’t attempt to write a
definition for the given word
or write a sentence using an
example clue.

Wrote a definition for the
given word OR wrote the
correct type sentence using
an example clue.

Wrote a definition for the
given word; wrote a sentence,
but it was the wrong type or
did not use an example clue.

Wrote a definition for the
given word; wrote the
correct type of sentence
using an example clue.

Restatement
Clues

object to funtion analogies another color, and part to whole analogies another color.

Assembled, colored, and

Didn’t attempt to write a
definition for the given word
or write a sentence using a
restatement clue.

Wrote a definition for the
given word OR wrote the
correct type sentence using a
restatement clue.

Wrote a definition for the
given word; wrote a sentence,
but it was the wrong type or
did not use a restatement clue.

Wrote a definition for the
given word; wrote the
correct type of sentence
using a restatement clue.

Definition
Clues

along all bold lines.

2. Read each Analogy. Use coloring pencils to color all of the cause to effect analogies one color,

Pull-Out
glued Organizer into
Organizer Assembly notebook according to

0

Didn’t attempt to write a
definition for the given word
or write a sentence using a
definition clue.

1

Wrote a definition for the
given word OR wrote the
correct type sentence using a
definition clue.

2

Wrote a definition for the
given word; wrote a sentence,
but it was the wrong type or
did not use a definition clue.

1. Cut out the Analogy Organizer pattern, the Title, the Analogies, and the Answer strips

Wrote a definition for the
given word; wrote the
correct type of sentence
using a definition clue.

Score

Follow the directions below to create and glue an Analogy Organizer into your
Language notebook.

