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Welcome
On behalf of Splash! Publications, we would like to welcome you to

Sixth Grade Daily Language Practice, a daily practice and assessment
program addressing all 17 of the Sixth Grade Language Standards.

The Format

We’ve created four Language Practice Cards and one Test for each of
the 17 Language Standards.

Each Practice Card and Test lists the Language Standard as a studentfriendly “I Can” statement, so the students can clearly see what
standard they are practicing and being tested on.
We suggest that you use the Practice Cards as practice or bell work
Monday-Thursday, and administer the Test on Friday for a grade.
Note:

Some of the 6th Grade Language concepts may be new for
your students. If you are in need of a complete contentbased unit that teaches and practices each 6th Grade
concept in isolation, take a look at our Sixth Grade
Interactive Notebook Language Unit.

“I Can” Posters

We’ve created a separate file with 17 “I Can” Language Posters to
match the Common Core Language Standards. These posters are
designed so that you can project the images and sample sentences
onto your White Board, or print them out and hang them in your
classroom. The posters will make it easier for students to make
connections to each Common Core Concept.
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Daily Record Sheets
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We’ve created Daily Record Sheets so that students can track their
progress on the Language Practice Cards and Tests.

Answer Pages and Rubrics

Answers to all of the Practice Cards and Tests can be found at the end
of this Unit. We’ve created rubrics for every writing task to make your
job of grading a bit easier.

The Copyright

Revised Edition, 2016
Text Copyright © 2014 by SPLASH! Publications, Glendale Az
Illustration Copyright © 2014 by SPLASH! Publications, Glendale Az
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced
or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopy, recording, or any information storage or retrieval
system without permission in written form from the authors. Pages
in Sixth Grade Daily Language Practice may be reproduced by the
original purchaser only for use in the original purchaser’s classroom
and may not be sold or used for purposes other than those specifically
permitted by the authors.
Illustrations and cover design by Victoria J. Smith
ISBN 978-1-935255-71-0
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R ecord S heet
Conventions of Standard English

Core Standard

Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

Test

Day 4

Test

CC.L.1a I can use subjective,
objective, and possessive pronouns
properly
CC.L.1b I can use reflexive and
intensive pronouns

CC.L.1c I can recognize and correct
inappropriate shifts in pronoun
number and person

CC.L.1d I can recognize and
correct vague pronouns with unclear
and ambiguous antecedents

CC.L.1e I can recognize variations
from standard English in my own
and others’ writing and speaking
CC.L.2a I can use punctuation
like commas, parentheses, and
dashes to set off nonrestrictive/
parenthetical elements

CC.L.2b I can spell grade-appropriate
words correctly, consulting references
as needed

Knowledge of Language

Core Standard

Day 1

CC.L.3a I can vary sentence patterns
for meaning, reader/listener interest,
and style
CC.L.3b I can maintain consistency
in style and tone
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Day 2

Day 3
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I can use
context
clues to
figure out
the meaning
of a word or phrase.

I can recognize
and correct

inappropriate

shifts in pronoun

number and person.
6.L.1c

6.L.4a

Hernando Cortés’s parents wanted
their child to become a lawyer. His
father knew, however, that his child
wanted to become an explorer. If you
had known Hernando Cortés, you
would not have been surprised by his
decision to quit school, leave home,
and start exploring.
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A democracy–a system of government
in which citizens vote to elect leaders
and make important decisions–is very
different from a monarchy, which is a
government ruled by a king or queen.
Similar to monarchy, a dictatorship
is a system of government with a ruler
who has absolute power.
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8

7

9

I can use reference

I can interpret

tools to find the

similes,

pronunciation,

metaphors, and

meaning, or a

personification

word’s part of speech.

in context.

6.L.4c

entry word

part of speech
pronounciation key

first definition

sample sentence 1

mum•mi•fied (muhm’ uh fahyd ) verb
1. made a dead body into a mummy by drying and embalming; Ancient Egyptians believed they
would need their bodies in the afterlife, so they mummified their bodies to preserve them.
2. preserved an idea or custom that may have outlived its usefulness. Those mummified customs
have no place in our modern society.

second definition
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6.L.5a

Nefertiti, whose cat always sat as still
as a statue, attained the power and
status of a pharaoh. Her long hair
was a flowing golden river, but
Egypt’s customs required her to tuck it
under a hat. Still, she was so beautiful
that the camera loved her.

sample sentence 2

8
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Name

Name

Language

Language

Practice Card 1

Practice Card 2

Conventions of Standard English

Conventions of Standard English

6.L.1c I can recognize and correct inappropriate shifts
in pronoun number and person.

6.L.1d I can recognize and correct vague pronouns
with unclear and ambiguous antecedents.
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Put an A next to the sentences with appropriate shifts in
pronoun number and person. Put an I next to the sentences with
inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person.

Rewrite the conversation below replacing the vague pronouns in
italics with clear antecedents.
“Todd and I are going to see the Great Sphinx at
the museum,” announced Freddy.

1. ________ If an Aztec farmer wanted to plant crops, they prepared the soil.

“Why are you taking him?” inquired Jill.

2. ________ Many chopped down trees. Then, he planted crops in the clearing.

“He’s my best friend! Who else would I take
there?” he asked.

3. ________ Others dug canals to irrigate their crops of corn and potatoes.

“You could take me,” she hinted.

“You hate museums,” he shot back, “and you think that is boring.”

4. ________ If they followed the rules of farming, you had food for the winter.

“I could learn to love them and that,” she teased.

Go back to each sentence above that you marked with an I.
Without changing the meaning of the sentence, make changes
to the pronoun in italics so that there is an appropriate shift in
pronoun number and person.

“I still think he is the best choice to take there,” he said.

“I agree,” she sighed, “you can take me to the movies next week!”

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Read the short passage below and circle the pronouns that will
give the passage the appropriate shifts in pronoun number and
person.

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

At the top of the paper, each student must write (his, their) first and last name.
Students who do not follow directions will have (his, their) papers thrown in the
trash can. Teachers can not be responsible for searching through (her, their)
stacks of papers to find out which student did not put (his, their) name on
(his, their) paper! Everyone who follows these directions will have (his, their)
paper graded and returned to (him, them) by Friday afternoon to take home to
(his, their) parents. Does anyone have questions for (his, their) teacher?
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Name

Name

Language

Practice Card 1

Language

Practice Test

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

Conventions of Standard English

6.L.2a

6.L.5c

I can use punctuation like commas, parentheses, and
dashes to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.

Decide whether the elements in italics are restrictive or
nonrestrictive elements. Put an R next to the sentences that
contain restrictive elements. Put an N next to the sentences that
contain nonrestrictive elements.

Read the sentences below. Then use the chart to list the denotation
(dictionary definition), context clues from the sentence, and knowledge
that you already have about each word in italics. Finally, decide whether
each word in italics has a negative or positive connotation.

1. ________ Julius Caesar, born in Rome in 100 B.C., was an
ambitious young man who served in the army.

Word

thrifty

(dictionary definition
based on context)

Context Clues

(from the sentence)

3. ________ Caesar who thought very highly of himself spent
many years extending the Roman Empire.

Your Knowledge
(about the word)

4. ________ The man who gained riches and fame for
himself was hated by Roman leaders.

Go back to each sentence above that you marked with an N. Use
the lines below to rewrite these sentences, properly setting
off the nonrestrictive elements. Make sure to use each type of
punctuation – commas, parentheses, or dashes – at least once.

stingy

Denotation

2. ________ In 58 B.C., he was elected consul of Rome
which was a high government office.

5. ________ It was the government’s fear of Caesar’s power that eventually led
to the leader’s death.

I can decide if words with similar denotations (definitions)
have negative or positive connotations.

Connotation

1.

The stingy man was so selfish that he refused to give the food he was going
to throw away to the homeless family.

2.

My mom is extremely thrifty, scrimping and saving all of her pennies to
make sure that we can have a family vacation every year.

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

On the back of this paper, write one sentence using the word selective and
another sentence using the word picky. Use the denotation, context clues, and
your knowledge of each word to make sure that one of the words has a positive
connotation and one of the words has a negative connotation. Use proper
capitalization, spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

________________________________________________
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Name

Name

Language

Language

Practice Card 2

Practice Card 3
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
6.L.4a

I can use the relationship between words (cause to effect,
object to function, part to whole) to better understand the words.

I can use context clues (overall meaning of a sentence/paragraph
or a word’s position or function in a sentence) to figure out the
meaning of a word or phrase.
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6.L.5b

Read each analogy below. On the line, write whether the analogy type
being used is cause to effect, object to function, or part to whole.
1.

Kite is to fly as elephant is to stampede. ____________________________

2.

Overspend is to poor as save is to rich. ______________________________

3.

Sand is to beach as snow is to mountain. ____________________________

4.

Heat is to cooked as cold is to frozen. _______________________________

5.

Pinch is to pain as hug is to comfort. _______________________________

6.

Shovel is to dig as hammer is to build. ______________________________

Read the passage below. Then answer the questions that follow.

(1) The region of Sumer included a small group of cities in southern Mesopotamia.
(2) The Sumerians prized their independence. (3) They enjoyed the freedom of making
their own rules and laws without being bothered by others. (4) Sumerians were great
inventors. (5) They were the world’s first people to make irrigation systems that brought
water from the rivers to their crops. (6) They also made wheeled vehicles, sailboats, and
even the world’s first pottery wheels. (7) Their most important invention, however, was
writing. (8) Cuneiform (kyoo•NEE•uh•form), made by scratching a wet clay tablet with a
sharp reed pen, was one of the earliest writing systems. (9) Cuneiform used symbols
known as “picture writing” that used images instead of words to describe things. (10) It
took years of studying for a student to become an official writer known as a scribe.

Complete the second word pair in each analogy by using the analogy type
cause to effect, object to function, or part to whole in parentheses.
7.

1.

Underline the word inventors in Sentence 4. Use the clues in the passage to define
inventors.

2.

Underline the word irrigation in Sentence 5. Use the clues in the passage to define
irrigation.

3.

Underline the word symbols in Sentence 9. Use the clues in the passage to define
symbols.

4.

Underline the word independence in Sentence 2. Use the clues in the passage to
write your own sentence for independence that clearly tells the reader what
independence means. Use proper capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and grammar.

_________________________________________________________

Sniff is to smell as lick is to (cause to effect)

______________________________________________

8.

Egg is to hatch as popcorn is to (object to function)

9.

Teeth are to comb as bristles are to (part to whole)

_________________________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Finish this object to function analogy:
10.

Knife is to cutting as __________________ is to _____________________

Write your own part to whole analogy.
11.

_________________________________________________________

(part to whole) _________________________________________________
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Name

Name

Language

Practice Card 3

Language

Practice Test

Conventions of Standard English

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

6.L.4d

I can determine the meaning of a word or phrase by using
sentence context and a dictionary.

I can use reflexive and intensive pronouns.

Decide whether the pronoun in italics is a reflexive or intensive
pronoun. Put an R next to the sentences with a reflexive pronoun.
Put an I next to the sentences with an intensive pronoun.

hamper/initial

ham•per (ham’ per) v.
1. to hold back
2. to interfere with
n. a large basket with a cover

hatch (hach) v.
1. to start life by coming from an egg
2. to produce, create, or concoct a plan
3. to mark with lines for shading in
or engraving
n. a door in an aircraft or spacecraft

han•dle (han’ dl) n.
a part of something made to be
grasped by the hand
v. to touch, pick up, or carry with hands

in•i•tial (ih nish‘ uhl) adj.
of or at the beginning
n. the first letter of a proper name
v. to mark or sign the first letter of one’s
first name and the first letter of one’s
last name

har•bor (hahr’ ber) n.
1. a sheltered port for docking ships
2. any place of shelter or safety
v. to hide a criminal

Based on the context of each sentence and the dictionary definitions
above, write the part of speech and meaning for each word in italics.
1.

6.L.1b

“Open the hatch!” demanded the captain, “the plane has landed!”

hatch part of speech: _______ hatch means: ______________________

1. ________ Rhonda and Raul will be writing Pizarro’s
biography by themselves.

2. ________ They learned that Pizarro himself was a
very dangerous man.
3. ________ I myself feel very fortunate that I
never knew Pizarro personally.

4. ________ Do you think he saw himself the way history
sees him?
5.

_______ Pace yourselves so you can finish on time!

___________________________________________________________

2.

The initial accident investigation was hampered by false information.
initial part of speech: _______ initial means: _______________________
___________________________________________________________
hampered part of speech: _______ hampered means: _______________
___________________________________________________________

3.

Please don’t handle the anchor until the ship has safely arrived in the harbor.
handle part of speech: _______ handle means: _____________________
___________________________________________________________
harbor part of speech: _______ harbor means: _____________________
___________________________________________________________
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Write a sentence correctly using the reflexive pronoun itself. Use proper
capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and spelling.
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Write sentence correctly using the intensive pronoun yourselves. Use proper
capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and spelling.
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
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Name

Name

Language

Language

Practice Card 4

Practice Card 2

Knowledge of Language

Conventions of Standard English
6.L.3a

I can recognize variations from standard English in my own
and others’ writing and speaking. I can identify and use
strategies to improve expression in conventional language.

I can vary sentence patterns for meaning,
reader/listener interest, and style.

Choose from the descriptive words and phrases in parentheses as well
as the words in the Word Bank to make the sentences below more
interesting. Rewrite the improved sentences on the lines provided.
You may use a dictionary to look up the meanings of unknown words.
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6.L.1e

Read the passage below. Then answer the questions that follow.

(1) “Until recently,” Explained Mr. Hogue, “the oldest carved bone tools were about 25,000
years old.” (2) Mr. Hogue was reading from our history book, Ancient cultures. (3) In the
book, you learned about Border Cave in South Africa. (4) Border Cave was on a high cliff.
(5) Tools and weapons found in Border Cave helped archaeologists learning about life long
ago. (6) By the end of the year, we will have learned about many other ancient cultures.

1.

__________________________________________________________

2.

A rainbow appeared. (fascinating, cascading, on top of my meatballs)

__________________________________________________________

In a hand-written report, how would you punctuate the title of the book in
Sentence 2?

__________________________________________________________

b. ‘Ancient Cultures’
d. Ancient cultures

Which sentence contains a future perfect tense verb?
a. Sentence 1
c. Sentence 4

4.

__________________________________________________________

b. Mr. Hogue, changed to Mr. Hogue:
d. No change necessary

a. “Ancient Cultures”
c. Ancient Cultures

3.

The rabbit chewed. (frantically, colossal, like a shooting star)

What change, if any, should be made in Sentence 1?
a. Explained changed to explained
c. the oldest changed to The oldest

2.

1.

b. Sentence 2
d. Sentence 6

obediently

thoughtlessly

combative

prickly

energetic

enchanting

bleak

docile

urgently

tenderly

Describe the change that should be made in Sentence 3.

Write a sentence using the phrase like an angry volcano and two other
descriptive words from the Word Bank. Use proper capitalization,
punctuation, spelling, and grammar.

_________________________________________________________________

5.

Which sentence contains an inappropriate shift in verb tense?
a. Sentence 2
c. Sentence 5

6.

b. Sentence 4
d. Sentence 6

_________________________________________________________

Rewrite Sentence 4, adding details to make it more interesting.

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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A nswers

A nswers

6.L.5c

6.L.4c

I can decide if words with similar denotations
(definitions) have negative or positive
connotations.

I can use traditional and online reference
materials to find the pronunciation, meaning,
or a word’s part of speech.
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synonyms – answers will vary
antonyms – answers will vary

Total

Had 0-3 convention errors Had 4-5 convention errors Had 6-7 convention errors Had more than 7 convention
in the sentence.
errors in the sentence.
in the sentence.
in the sentence.

respellings – answers will vary,
depending on
dictionary used

2.

respelling – answers will vary,
depending on
dictionary used

definition – answers will vary, but
should be an adjective
definition for the word
voracious

See Rubric below for grading sentence

Criteria

3

Sentence

Wrote the correct type of
sentence using synonym
or antonym of given word
correctly.

Spelling
Conventions
capitalization,
punctuation,
and grammar

2

1

Wrote the correct type of
Wrote a sentence, but did
sentence that included
synonym or antonym but not include the synonym
did not use word correctly. or antonym.

Score

0
Didn’t attempt to write
a sentence.

Had no spelling mistakes Had 1-2 spelling mistakes Had 3-4 spelling mistakes Had more than 4 spelling
mistakes in the sentence.
in the sentence.
in the sentence.
in the sentence.
Had no convention errors Had 1-2 convention errors Had 3-4 convention errors Had more than 4 convention
in the sentence.
in the sentence.
in the sentence.
errors in the sentence.

Conventions

Total

capitalization,
punctuation,
and grammar

Had 0-3 spelling mistakes Had 4-5 spelling mistakes Had 6-7 spelling mistakes Had more than 7 spelling
mistakes in the sentences.
in the sentences.
in the sentences.
in the sentences.

Spelling

Wrote 2 sentences using
given words, but it was
not clear which sentence
showed positive or
negative connotation.

Wrote 1 sentence using
one of the given words Didn’t attempt to write
that clearly showed
any sentences.
positive or negative
connotation.

Sentences

1.

Wrote 2 sentences using
given words with one
sentence clearly showing
positive connotation and
one sentence clearly
showing negative
connotation.

Criteria

3

2

1

0

Score

Test
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