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OKLAHOMA’S EXPLORERS

UNIT OVERVIEW

 This Unit will teach students about the fi rst explorers in the New World 
 and Oklahoma.

UNIT OBJECTIVES

The students will:
 
 • explain why explorers wanted to fi nd a safe water route to Asia.
 • detail the challenges associated with the route that most explorers used 
  to get to the East Indies.
 • explain how Christopher Columbus planned to get to the East Indies 
  and to which islands he actually sailed.
 • describe the Seven Cities of Gold.
 • explain Francisco Coronado’s reason for wanting to fi nd the Seven Cities 
  of Gold.
 • describe what Coronado found when he reached Quivira.
 • explain the difference between the way Coronado felt about himself and 
  the way historians view him.
 • discover whether or not the Mississippi River connects the Atlantic and 
  Pacifi c oceans together.
 • describe the fl ow of the Mississippi River.
 • give an opinion as to why Robert La Salle wanted to leave New France 
  and explore the New World.
 • describe the boundaries of Louisiana in 1682.
 • explain how Robert La Salle died.

MATERIALS

 Oklahoma History Notebook (a composition book works well) 
 Scissors, Coloring Pencils, Glue
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OKLAHOMA’S EXPLORERS

NEW VOCABULARY

 boundaries, Caribbean Sea, coast, colony, defeated, Europe, expedition, Great Lakes, 
 hoax, inhabitants, Italy, journal, Key West, New Spain, New World, Portugal, 
 profi table, rebellion, voyage, West Indies 

TEACHING

 Before reading Christopher Columbus, students will:
  •  use the Glossary (pps. 60-61) to create and glue Vocabulary Booklets 
    into their Oklahoma History notebooks. (pps. 6-16)
      
 After reading Christopher Columbus (pps. 17-19), students will:
  •  answer Christopher Columbus Reading Comprehension 
    Questions.  (pg. 20)
  •  use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions and create an 
    Explorer Booklet Page.  (pps. 21-22) 
  •  use latitude and longitude to locate explorer voyages on a map of the 
    world.  (pps. 23-29)
  •  use the fi nished map to make a Latitude and Longitude Flap Book to glue 
    into their Oklahoma History notebooks.  (pps. 30-35)

 After reading Francisco Coronado (pps 36-38), students will:
  •  answer Francisco Coronado Reading Comprehension 
    Questions.  (pg. 39)
  •  use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions and create an 
    Explorer Booklet Page.  (pps. 40-41)
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TEACHING (CONTINUED)

 After reading Robert La Salle (pps. 42-44), students will:
  •  answer Robert La Salle Reading Comprehension Questions.  (pg. 45)
  •  use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions and create an 
    Explorer Booklet Page.  (pps. 46-47)
  •  follow directions to create an Explorer Booklet to glue into their 
    Oklahoma History notebooks.  (pps. 48-51)
  •  use the lesson to create an Explorer Time Line to glue into their 
    Oklahoma History notebooks.  (pps. 52-57)
  •  take a Vocabulary Quiz for Oklahoma’s Explorers.  (pps. 58-59) 

OKLAHOMA ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARDS FOR GRADE 3
  
 GEOGRAPHY LITERACY

 CONTENT STANDARD 3:  THE STUDENT WILL EXAMINE OKLAHOMA’S GEOGRAPHY AND HOW 
    PEOPLE OF OKLAHOMA INTERACT WITH THEIR ENVIRONMENT.

 1. The student will examine Oklahoma’s political and physical features using text features and 
  search tools.

  A. Distinguish among map symbols and identify relative location and direction using physical 
   and political maps of Oklahoma including the use of latitude and longitude.

 HISTORY LITERACY

 CONTENT STANDARD 4:  THE STUDENT WILL ANALYZE THE SIGNIFICANT EVENTS AND HISTORIC 
    PERSONALITIES CONTRIBUTING TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE STATE OF 
    OKLAHOMA.

 1. Understand and describe the relationship between historic events and chronology through the 
  creation of basic time lines.

 2. Describe early expeditions to Oklahoma including those of Coronado.

OKLAHOMA’S EXPLORERS
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OKLAHOMA PROCESS AND LITERACY SKILLS FOR LEARNING GRADE 3

PROCESS AND LITERACY

 SKILLS STANDARD 1:  THE STUDENT WILL DEVELOP AND DEMONSTRATE COMMON CORE 
    INFORMATIONAL TEXT READING LITERACY SKILLS.

 A. Key Ideas and Details
  1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the 
   text as a basis for the answers.
  2. Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the
   main idea.
  3. Describe the relationship between a series of historic events or social studies concepts, using
   language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.

 B. Craft and Structure
  4. Determine the meaning of general academic and social studies domain-specifi c words and 
   phrases in a text relevant to Grade 3 Oklahoma Studies.
  5. Use text features and search tools (e.g., timelines, maps, charts, graphs, images, artwork, 
   photographs, key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information relevant to a given
   topic.

 C. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
  7. Use information from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to 
   demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur).
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OKLAHOMA’S EXPLORERS

COPYRIGHT
First Edition, 2018
Text Copyright © 2018 by SPLASH! Publications, Glendale Arizona
Illustration Copyright © 2018 by SPLASH! Publications, Glendale Arizona
All rights reserved.  No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form 
by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any information 
storage or retrieval system without permission in written form from the authors.  Pages in 
Oklahoma’s Explorers may be reproduced by the original purchaser only for use in the original 
purchaser’s classroom and may not be sold or used for purposes other than those specifi cally 
permitted by the authors.

Illustrations and cover design by Victoria J. Smith

RATE THIS UNIT 
We value your opinion!  Please take the time to rate this Unit and tell us and other teachers 
what you think about it.  

FOLLOW US 
We are creating and posting new units and lessons on a daily basis.  If you like what you 
see in this unit, click on the Follow Me button so you will be the fi rst to know when we post 
something new.  
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VOCABULARY
Caribbean Sea

coast

defeated

Europe

expedition

inhabitants

Italy

journal

Key West

Portugal

voyage

West Indies

BIG IDEAS
Why did explorers

want to find a safe

water route to Asia?

What was wrong

with the route most

explorers chose to

get to the East 

Indies?

How did Columbus

plan to get to the

East Indies? 

To which islands did

Columbus actually

sail?

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS

Until the early 1500s, Native Americans were the only 
groups of people living in Oklahoma.  In fact, the only 
people living in all of North America were Native 
Americans.  
 In the 1500s, things began to change for Native 
Americans throughout North America.  They were visited 
by people they had never seen before.  
 Who were these people and what did 
they want?  To answer these questions, 
we must fi rst travel back in time to 
the continent of Europe.

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS
 Christopher Columbus 
was born in Italy.  Historians 
aren’t sure of his exact birth date, 
but most agree it was sometime 
between August and October of 
1451.  
 As a child, Christopher 
helped his father Domenico weave 
wool and run the family’s cheese 
stand.  
 By 1476, Columbus was 
working on a ship off the coast of 
Portugal (POR•chuw•gal).  The 
ship was attacked by French 
pirates.  Columbus and the rest 
of the crew were thrown overboard.  Nineteen year old 
Christopher survived by swimming six miles back to shore.  
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 NAME ____________________________________  

DIRECTIONS:   Read each question carefully.  Then, circle the letter for the 
 correct answer.

1 Where was Christopher Columbus born? 
 
  A Spain B Columbus

  C  France D Italy
  

2 What happened when explorers sailed east toward Asia?

  A  They reached the West Indies. B  They ran into violent storms. 
 
  C They sailed around Greenland. D  They never left Europe.

3 Which country gave Christopher Columbus money for a voyage?
 
  A Spain  B  Italy 
 
  C The United States  D  France     

4 What can you learn by studying the map on the last page of the 
 lesson?

  A Australia is north of Asia. B  The West Indies are east of 
      Europe.  

  C Europe is southeast of D  Africa is west of South 
   Greenland.   America.

5 When he died in 1506, Christopher Columbus believed he had 
 sailed to –

  A Asia B  the West Indies  

  C Europe D  Greenland
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There are several new vocabulary words to learn before beginning your study 
of Oklahoma’s Explorers.  Your Oklahoma History notebook is a great place to 
record and store the words and defi nitions that you will need to be familiar with 
during this Unit.

DIRECTIONS: Using the Glossary provided by your teacher and the Vocabulary 
 Templates and Defi nition patterns, follow the directions below and 
 on the next page to create and glue Vocabulary Booklets securely 
 into your notebook.      

1.  Cut each Vocabulary Template along all bold lines. 

2.  Cut out each Vocabulary Word 
 along the bold line and fold 
 along the dotted line.  

stalactites

European

treaty

citizens

biographies

surplus

V
o

c
a

b
u

la
ry

  
W

O
R

D
S
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Christopher Columbus was born in

_______________ .  Historians aren’t

sure of his exact birth date, but most

agree it was sometime between the

months of  _______________________

and  __________________________ in 

1451.  Like other explorers, Columbus

was interested in fi nding a safe water

route to Asia.  In Asia, they could buy

jewels,  ____________ , and spices not

available in  _____________ .  The only

way to get these items was to buy 

them from  _______________________ .

If explorers found a safe water route to

Asia, they could buy the things they

wanted without  __________________

_________________________________

__________________.  Most explorers 

searched for an ___________________

route to the East Indies.  The problem

with this route was  _______________

_________________________________

_________________________________ .

Columbus planned to get to the East

Indies by sailing  _________________ .

Columbus thought the East Indies were

just  ________ miles west of Europe.

The East Indies were actually ________

miles west of Europe!  On August 3,

____________ , Columbus set sail for

the East Indies on three ships named

____________ ,  ____________ , and the

_______________ .  When he landed 

one month later, he thought he had 

reached  __________________ , but he

had actually only sailed to the islands

known today as  ___________________ . 
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EXAMPLE:  To fi nd a place on the map below that has the address 20ºS, 60ºW, 
  follow these steps:

1. Find the place where the equator and the prime meridian cross.  Put your fi nger 
 on that spot.  Remember, those lines on a map are always 0º. 
2. The fi rst part of the address is 20ºS.  Since you are looking for a place that is 
 south, you would look at the latitude lines that are below the equator.  Slide your 
 fi nger down (or south) to the line labeled 20º.  
3. The other part of the address is 60ºW.  Since you are looking for a place that is 
 west, you would look at the longitude lines that are left of the prime meridian.  
 Slide your fi nger left (or west) to the line labeled 60º.  
4. On an actual map of the world, 20ºS, 60ºW would be an address in the middle  
 of South America.

11

Oklahoma History © 2018
splashpublications.com 11

 5. In 1509, Afonso de Albuquerque sailed around the tip of Africa to the 
  Indian Ocean and onto the Spice Islands in Indonesia.  On his voyage, his 
  ship sailed through the ocean at 40ºS, 20ºE. 

 6. In 1519, Hernando Cortés defeated the Aztec Empire and claimed Mexico 
  for Spain.  Cortés landed at 20ºN, 100ºW. 
  
 7. In 1520, Ferdinand Magellan led the fi rst expedition around the world.  He 
  named the Pacifi c Ocean, which means peaceful ocean, after sailing 
  through 60ºS, 80ºW.

 8. In 1524, Giovanni da Verrazano (vair•rot•SAH•no) was sent to fi nd a 
  route that would take him through North America to the Pacifi c Ocean and 
  on to Asia.  Verrazano thought he had found the Pacifi c Ocean when his 
  ships landed at 40ºN, 60ºW. 

 9. In 1532, Francisco Pizarro (puh•ZAR•oh) defeated the Inca Empire and 
  claimed all of the land in Peru for Spain.  Pizarro and his army landed at 
  20ºS, 60ºW.

10. In 1578, Sir Francis Drake led a successful voyage around the world, 
  making a stop to claim the present-day state of California for England.  His 
  ships landed at 40ºN, 120ºW.

11. In 1610, Henry Hudson made his fourth and fi nal voyage to fi nd a water 
  route to Asia.  He died after being thrown off his ship by his own crew at 
  60ºN, 100ºW.  

Dias
1488

da Gama
1497

Cabot
1497

Cabral
1500

Albuquerque
1509

Cortés
1519

Magellan
1520

Verrazano
1524

Pizarro
1532

Drake
1578

Hudson
1610
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5.  Glue the left side down over the staple,
       and fold over the Cover Flap.

7.  Glue the completed Flap Book
       onto the right side of your History 
       notebook, across from your map.

6.  Lift the Flap of each explorer.  Use the Latitude 
 and Longitude Map activity to correctly write 
 each explorer’s latitude and longitude address.
  

8.  Follow the same six steps with
       the remaining six Flap Book Patterns.
       Glue the second Flap Book right below 
       the first one in your History notebook. 

Christopher Columbus

4.  Staple all of the Flaps together on the left side.  

Christopher Columbus

20ºN, 60ºW
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 NAME ____________________________________  

DIRECTIONS: Match the vocabulary word on the left with its defi nition on the 
   right.  Put the letter for the defi nition on the blank next to the 
   vocabulary word it matches.  Use each word and defi nition only 
   once.

A. a chain of islands in the 
 Caribbean Sea that stretches 
 from the southern tip of Florida 
 to the northeastern corner of 
 South America.

B. dividing lines. 

C.  journey that is usually made by 
 water.
   
D.  an arm of the Atlantic Ocean 
 surrounded on the north and 
 east by the West Indies, on the 
 south by South America, and on 
 the west by Central America.

E. a fi ght against authority.
    
F. an area of land that borders 
 water.
   
G. a type of business that makes 
 more money than it spends.  

H. a group of people who are ruled 
 by another country.

   
 

 1.  ______ Italy

 2.  ______ inhabitants

 3.  ______ voyage

 4.  ______ hoax

 5.  ______ colony

 6.  ______ Key West

 7.  ______ coast

 8.  ______ rebellion

 9.  ______ Portugal

10.  ______ defeated
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VOCABULARY
hoax

New Spain

New World

rebellion

BIG IDEAS
How were the 

Seven Cities of 

Gold described to 

Cabeza de Vaca?

Why did Francisco

Coronado want to

find the Seven Cities

of Gold?

What did Coronado

find at Quivira?

What’s different

between the way

Coronado felt about

himself and the way

historians view him? 

In 1510, Francisco Vázquez de Coronado was born into 
a wealthy Spanish family.  As a child, Francisco was well 
educated.  In 1535, Francisco traveled from Spain to the 
New World.  Within three years of his arrival, Coronado 
had gotten married, stopped a slave rebellion, and was 
appointed governor of an important area in New Spain.

SEVEN CITIES OF GOLD
 Governor Coronado had heard 
stories about another Spanish 
explorer whose name was 
Cabeza (cah•VAY•thah) 
de Vaca (thay•VAH•cah).  
 In 1536, Cabeza 
de Vaca returned from 
a journey across the 
American Southwest.  
He claimed he had found 
what was known as the 
Seven Cities of Gold in 
present-day New Mexico.  
 Native Americans had 
told Cabeza de Vaca that the 
houses in theses cities were 
golden.  Even the streets were 
paved with gold.  Francisco 
Coronado wanted to discover 
these golden cities so he could 
become rich and famous.

FRANCISCO CORONADO
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ROBERT LA SALLE’S SECOND EXPEDITION
 In 1674, Robert La Salle returned to France.  He was given some new land 
in New France by King Louis XIV.  Within a few years, La Salle had established a 
profi table fur trade.  He was one of the most powerful men in New France.  Still, 
he wanted to explore the New World.  
 Four years later, King Louis XIV gave Robert La Salle permission to 
leave New France.  He was told to claim land, build forts, and explore the area 
between Florida and Mexico.  
 On August 7, 1679, Robert La Salle set sail from New France on his ship, Le 
Griffon.  His crew of men included Henri de Tonti, an Italian soldier who had lost 
his hand in battle.  Tonti’s hand had been replaced with a hook.

LOUISIANA
 For the next three years, Robert La Salle and his crew traveled through 
the Great Lakes and 
down the Illinois and 
Mississippi rivers.  
 On April 6, 
1682, La Salle and his 
men reached the Gulf 
of Mexico.  
 A cross was 
planted in the 
ground.   The land 
was claimed for 
France.  In honor 
of King Louis XIV, 
La Salle named 
the entire region 
Louisiana.  
 Louisiana was 
a huge area of New 
France.  From north 
to south, Louisiana’s 
boundaries stretched 
from the Great Lakes 
to the Gulf of Mexico.  
From east to west, it extended from the Appalachian (ap•uh•LAY•shun) 
Mountains to the Rocky Mountains.  Louisiana included the present-day state of 
Oklahoma.  

MONTREAL

         LAKE 
ONTARIO

         LAKE 
         ERIE

         LAKE 
  HURON

                     LAKE 
    MICHIGAN

                 LAKE 
   SUPERIOR

GULF OF
 MEXICO

ATLANTIC
  OCEAN

ENGLISH COLONIES

NEW SPAIN

NEW FRANCE

LA SALLE’S ROUTE

OHIO
RIVER

M
ISSISSIPPI R

IVER

ILL
IN

O
IS
 R

IV
ER

GREEN
    BAY
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4. Fold each Booklet Page in half as shown.
     

5.   Organize the Booklet Pages, standing them side by side and gluing them
        together to form a book.
     

6.   Cut out and neatly color one Booklet Cover.
 Glue the Cover to the blank space on the 
 front of the Booklet.
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_____________
_____________
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_____________

_____________
_____________
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_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________

7.  Using the lesson as a guide, glue each Time Line Event  
       under its correct date on the Template. 
  

8.   Glue the Title and completed Time Line
        onto the next blank page in your notebook.
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