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OKLAHOMA’S FIRST PEOPLE

UNIT OVERVIEW

 This Unit will teach students about the fi rst people in North America and 
 how the fi rst Native cultures in Oklahoma adapted to climate changes and 
 used the state’s natural resources to survive.

UNIT OBJECTIVES

The students will:
 
 • describe the Bering Land Bridge, including what happened when the 
  “bridge” melted.
 • explain how the Clovis and Folsom cultures used the land in Oklahoma 
  to survive.
 • explain how carbon dating helps scientists.
 • describe what happened to the climate at the end of the Ice Age and 
  how Oklahoma’s cultures adapted to the new environment during the 
  Archaic Period.
 • detail the inventions that made life easier for Oklahoma’s Village 
  Farmers.
 • describe the difference between temple mounds and burial mounds.
 • list three things for which people of the Mississippian Culture were 
  known.
 • describe a Caddo dwelling.
 • explain what scientists discovered inside Craig Mound.
 • explain why the Great Plains cultures left their farms in the late 1300s.
 • describe the difference between a wigwam and a tepee.
 • explain how the Plains cultures in western Oklahoma were different 
  from farmers in eastern Oklahoma.

MATERIALS

 Oklahoma History Notebook (a composition book works well) 
 Scissors, Coloring Pencils, Glue
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NEW VOCABULARY

 adapt, alter, archaeologists, artifacts, Asia, bison, carbon dating, ceremonies, 
 climate, constructing, continent, cultures, custom, domesticated, drought, 
 dwellings, fasting, fertile, fragile, glaciers, Great Plains, harvesting, Ice Age, 
 inventions, ledge, maize, mammoths, nomadic, North America, Panhandle, 
 population, prehistoric, raided, scarcity, surplus, tepees, traditions, wickiup, 
 wigwam, worshipped. 

TEACHING

 Before reading Prehistoric Cultures, students will:
  •  use the Glossary provided in the back of the Unit to create and glue a 
    Two-Pocket Vocabulary Organizer into their Oklahoma History 
    notebooks.       

 After reading Prehistoric Cultures, students will:
  •  answer Prehistoric Cultures Reading Comprehension Questions.
  •  use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions on Accordion 
    Organizer Pages. 
  •  follow written directions to draw and color a buffalo.

 After reading Hunters and Collectors, students will:
  •  answer Hunters and Collectors Reading Comprehension Questions.
  •  use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions on Accordion 
    Organizer Pages.
  •  take a Vocabulary Quiz for Oklahoma’s First People Part I. 

 After reading Mound Builders, students will:
  •  answer Mound Builders Reading Comprehension Questions.
  •  use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions on Accordion 
    Organizer Pages. 
  •  use reference points, cardinal directions, and intermediate directions 
    to plot mounds of the Mississippian Culture on a map.
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TEACHING (CONTINUED)

 After reading Plains Cultures, students will:
  •  answer Plains Cultures Reading Comprehension Questions.
  •  use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions on Accordion 
    Organizer Pages. 
  •  follow directions to create a First People Accordion Organizer to glue 
    into their Oklahoma History notebooks.
  •  take a Vocabulary Quiz for Oklahoma’s First People Part II.

OKLAHOMA ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARDS FOR GRADE 3
 
 ECONOMICS LITERACY

 CONTENT STANDARD 2:  THE STUDENT WILL IDENTIFY AND DESCRIBE BASIC ECONOMIC  
    ACTIVITIES CREATING PROSPERITY IN THE STATE OF 
    OKLAHOMA.    

 1. Summarize how scarcity and surplus require people to make choices about producing and 
  consuming goods and services.
 
 GEOGRAPHY LITERACY

 CONTENT STANDARD 3:  THE STUDENT WILL EXAMINE OKLAHOMA’S GEOGRAPHY AND HOW 
    PEOPLE OF OKLAHOMA INTERACT WITH THEIR ENVIRONMENT.

 1. The student will examine Oklahoma’s political and physical features using text features and 
  search tools.

  A. Distinguish among map symbols and identify relative location and direction using physical 
   and political maps of Oklahoma.

 2. The student will examine, through short research projects, the interaction of the environment 
  and the peoples of Oklahoma.
  
  A. Describe how early Native Americans used Oklahoma’s natural resources to survive, 
   including the use of the bison and farming.
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OKLAHOMA ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARDS FOR GRADE 3 (CONTINUED) 

HISTORY LITERACY

 CONTENT STANDARD 4:  THE STUDENT WILL ANALYZE THE SIGNIFICANT EVENTS AND HISTORIC 
    PERSONALITIES CONTRIBUTING TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE STATE OF 
    OKLAHOMA.

 3. Describe the many Native American cultures that have inhabited present-day Oklahoma, 
  including the Spiro Mound Builders and the Plains Indians.

OKLAHOMA PROCESS AND LITERACY SKILLS FOR LEARNING GRADE 3

PROCESS AND LITERACY

 SKILLS STANDARD 1:  THE STUDENT WILL DEVELOP AND DEMONSTRATE COMMON CORE 
    INFORMATIONAL TEXT READING LITERACY SKILLS.

 A. Key Ideas and Details
  1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the 
   text as a basis for the answers.
  2. Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the
   main idea.
  3. Describe the relationship between a series of historic events or social studies concepts, using
   language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.

 B. Craft and Structure
  4. Determine the meaning of general academic and social studies domain-specifi c words and 
   phrases in a text relevant to Grade 3 Oklahoma Studies.
  5. Use text features and search tools (e.g., timelines, maps, charts, graphs, images, artwork, 
   photographs, key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information relevant to a given
   topic.
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All rights reserved.  No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form 
by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any information 
storage or retrieval system without permission in written form from the authors.  Pages 
in Oklahoma’s First People, may be reproduced by the original purchaser only for use in the 
original purchaser’s classroom and may not be sold or used for purposes other than those 
specifi cally permitted by the authors.

Illustrations and cover design by Victoria J. Smith

RATE THIS UNIT 
We value your opinion!  Please take the time to rate this Unit and tell us and other teachers 
what you think about it.  

FOLLOW US 
We are creating and posting new units and lessons on a daily basis.  If you like what you 
see in this unit, click on the Follow Me button so you will be the fi rst to know when we post 
something new.  
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VOCABULARY
archaeologists
Asia
bison
carbon dating
continent
cultures
glaciers
Ice Age
mammoths
North America
prehistoric

BIG IDEAS
What was the
Bering Land Bridge?

What happened 
after the Bering
Land Bridge 
melted?

How did the
Clovis and Folsom
cultures use the
land in Oklahoma
to survive?

How does carbon 
dating help
scientists? 

The fi rst humans to live in North America and 
present-day Oklahoma were hunters.  Archaeologists 
(ar•kee•OL•uh•jists) believe these hunters came from 
the continent of Asia.  They entered North America by 
traveling across the Bering Land Bridge during the Ice Age.  
This was a time when North America was covered with 
huge glaciers (GLAY•shers).
 The Bering Land Bridge was actually a strip of ice 
that was 1,000 miles wide.  It connected northeast Asia 
to western Alaska thousands of years ago.  Wild animals 
crossed back and forth over the Bering Land Bridge.  The 
hunters followed the animals into North America.  When 
the ice melted, the frozen bridge disappeared.  The water 
raised the level of the sea.  The hunters had no way of 
getting back to Asia.  They continued tracking the wild 
animals throughout North America.  Some of these people 
may have settled in Oklahoma.   

ASIA

ALASKA

ARCTIC  OCEAN

BERING  SEA

PACIFIC  OCEAN
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 NAME ____________________________________  

DIRECTIONS:   Read each question carefully.  Then, circle the letter for the 
 correct answer.

1 Where did the fi rst humans to live in North America come from? 
 
  A Asia B Oklahoma

  C  glaciers D Alaska
  

2 How did these people enter North America?

  A  They swam across the Ocean. B  They walked across the 
      Bering Land Bridge.
 
  C They fl ew on Alaska Airlines. D  They traveled  by boat.

3 Why did the fi rst people enter North America?
 
  A They were following animals.  B  They were searching for 
      freedom.
 
  C They wanted to live where the  D  They were searching for gold  
   climate was warmer.   and silver.

4 The Covis and Folsom cultures were –

  A giant bison B  hunters and gatherers  

  C farmers D  horse owners

5 Carbon dating helps scientists learn about an object’s –

  A color B  parents  

  C size D  age
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There are many new vocabulary words to learn before beginning your study of 
Oklahoma’s First People.  Your Oklahoma History notebook is a great place to 
record and store the words and defi nitions that you will need to be familiar with 
during this unit.

PART I
DIRECTIONS: Using the Glossary provided by your teacher and the Vocabulary 
 Word and Defi nition patterns, follow the directions below and on 
 the next page to create 40 Vocabulary Cards.      

1.  Cut out each Vocabulary Word Pattern and Vocabulary Definition Pattern 
       along all bold lines.
      

chosen or selected
a long sandy island that runs next to a 
shore and provides protection from 
hurricanes and tidal waves

caves

a religion based on the life and 
teachings of Jesus Christ

talked someone into doing something 
your way

plants and animals in danger of 
disappearing forever

destruction by wind and rain

journey for the purpose of exploring

large group of ships

a person who was originally from Spain

took someone without permission

corn

steep hills with flat tops

building, stone, or statue created to 
remember a person or event

to feel and express deep sadness

carving or drawing in rocks usually 
made by people who lived a long time 
ago

wide treeless areas of land

supplies of food taken on a trip

things found in nature that are valuable 
to humans

a bluish green stone that turns bright 
blue when polished

mission

preserve

North America

petroglyph

species

coast

voyage

convinced

Vocabulary 
DEFINITIONSVocabulary 

WORDS
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6. Glue the two Pocket Labels onto the front
        of the Two-Pocket Organizer as shown.
   

7. Place half of your Vocabulary Cards in one
        pocket and half in the other pocket for 
        safe keeping. 
   

8. Glue the Two-Pocket Organizer onto the next blank of 
        your notebook.
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VOCABULARY
adapt
artifacts
ceremonies
climate
domesticated
dwellings
fertile
inventions
nomadic
Panhandle
population
scarcity
surplus

BIG IDEAS
What happened to
the climate at the 
end of the Ice Age?

During the Archaic
Period, how did
Oklahoma’s first
people adapt to
the environment?

What types of
inventions made
life easier for 
Village Farmers?

Toward the end of the Ice Age, the climate in North America 
became hotter and drier. The glaciers (GLAY•shers) began to 
melt.  The warm weather took away the food supply of huge 
animals once hunted by the Clovis and Folsom cultures.  
As the mammoths and giant bison began to disappear, 
Oklahoma’s fi rst people needed to fi nd new ways to feed 
themselves. 

THE CALF CREEK CULTURE
  To survive in the warmer climate, the Calf Creek 
Culture developed larger spear points.  They made them 
with the same detail as Folsom 
arrowheads.  They also created 
new tools to help them hunt 
smaller bison and antelope.  
 In addition to hunting, 
the Calf Creek people spent 
more time collecting plants 
that could be eaten.  Instead of moving to chase animals, 
these hunters and collectors moved with the seasons.  Clams, 
fi sh, and deer were available year-round, so they often 
stayed near streams, where these foods were plentiful.  In the 
spring, they camped where they could collect young plants.  
In the fall, they set up camps where they could easily fi nd 
acorns, pecans, and walnuts.    
 Archaeologists have discovered several artifacts of the 
Calf Creek Culture throughout Oklahoma.  These include 
the Kubik Site in Kay County, the Anthony Site in Caddo 
County, and the Arrowhead Ditch Site in Muskogee County.

FOLSOM ARROWHEAD
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In this activity, you will answer each of the Big Idea Questions from the Prehistoric 
Cultures lesson.  Later, you will use the answers from your Big Idea Questions 
to make an Accordion Foldable that tucks neatly into your Oklahoma History 
notebook.  

Follow the directions below and on the next page to prepare the pages for your 
Accordion Organizer and answer each Big Idea Question.  

1. Cut out each of the Big Idea Question Strips along the bold lines. 
    

A

Big Idea 
QUESTIONS

Big Idea Question 1

Big Idea Question 2

Big Idea Question 3

Big Idea Question 4

3. Cut out each of the Accordion Organizer 
 Pages along the bold lines. 
    

2. Neatly color each Big Idea Question Strip. 
    

12

Oklahoma History © 2018
splashpublications.com 12

1.  Draw these shapes to form the head and body.

2.  Add lines to form the tail, the legs, the eye, the ear, the horn, and the nose.

More than 60 million buffalo once roamed North America.  Native Americans hunted the 
buffalo for food, shelter, tools, and clothing.  Oklahoma’s fi rst people hunted buffalo on foot, 
chasing them over the sides of cliffs or into deep sand.  Once the animals were trapped, the 
hunters attacked them with sharp pointed spears.  In this activity, you will follow written 
directions to draw a buffalo.

DIRECTIONS:   Very lightly sketch out the fi rst step.  Then, also very lightly add step 2.    
  Continue in this way until all four steps are completed.  In each drawing, the   
  new step is shown darker than the one before it so that it can be clearly seen,    
  but you should keep your drawing very light.

13

Oklahoma History © 2018
splashpublications.com 13

 NAME ____________________________________  

DIRECTIONS: Match the vocabulary word on the left with its defi nition on the 
   right.  Put the letter for the defi nition on the blank next to the 
   vocabulary word it matches.  Use each word and defi nition only 
   once.

A. rich soil that produces a large 
 number of crops.

B. one of seven large areas of land 
 on the globe.
 
C.  a period in history when giant 
 sheets of ice up to two miles 
 thick covered a large part of the 
 Earth. 
   
D.  to adjust to new conditions.

E. the period of time before  
 recorded history.

F. objects and tools used by early 
 humans for eating, cooking, and 
 hunting. 

G. things that are created for the 
 very fi rst time.     

H. one of seven continents in 
 the world; bounded by Alaska 
 on the northwest, Greenland 
 on the northeast, Florida on 
 the southeast, and Mexico on 
 the southwest.
  
I.  scientists who study past 
 human life by looking at 
 prehistoric fossils and tools. 
   
 

 1.  ______ mammoths

 2.  ______ artifacts

 3.  ______ fertile

 4.  ______ domesticated

 5.  ______ scarcity

 6.  ______ archaeologists

 7.  ______ Asia

 8.  ______ Panhandle

 9.  ______ adapt

10.  ______ bison
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VOCABULARY
constructing
fragile
harvesting
traditions
worshipped

BIG IDEAS
What was the
difference between
temple mounds
and burial mounds?

What three things
were the people of
the Mississippian
Culture known for?

How would you
describe a Caddo
dwelling?

What did scientists
discover inside
Craig Mound?

As life became more settled for Oklahoma’s Native 
Americans, they began constructing large earthen mounds.  
Some were temple mounds that served as platforms for 
homes of the village’s religious leaders.  Others were burial 
mounds, used for burying political and religious leaders.  
 When a person died, his body was placed on the 
ground.  Dirt and other objects were piled on top of him.  
When someone else died, he was laid next to the fi rst 
person and more dirt was piled on top.  

THE CADDO (KAH•DOH) CULTURE
 The Caddo Culture was part of the Mississippian 
Culture.  The Mississippian Culture had a trade network 
that depended upon the Mississippi River.  They were 
known for their huge earthen mounds, trading networks, 
and ceremonial plazas decorated with pottery, stone, bone, 
shell, and copper objects. 
  Twenty-fi ve tribes of Caddo people shared the 
same language and traditions. Their homelands stretched 
across the present-day states eastern Oklahoma, western 
Arkansas, northeast Texas, and northwest Louisiana.
 Early Caddo people built ceremonial centers with 
burial mounds around a central plaza.  Temples or special 
buildings were built on top of the mounds.  Caddo 
burial mounds included large deep graves for honored 
priests and chiefs.  Special objects were buried with these 
important leaders.
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Geography is the study of the Earth.  It includes the Earth’s land, water, weather, 
animal life, and plant life.  Geographers are people who study geography.  You can 
think of yourself as a geographer because you will be studying about places on 
the Earth.

Location is important to the study of geography.  It is almost impossible to fi gure 
out your location or fi nd your way around if you do not know the four main, or 
cardinal directions.  North, south, east, and west are the cardinal directions.  On a 
map these directions are labeled N, S, E, and W.  

Between the four main directions are the intermediate directions.  Northeast, or 
NE, is the direction between north and east.  Southeast, or SE, is the direction 
between south and east.  Southwest, or SW, is the direction between south and 
west.  Northwest, or NW, is the direction between north and west.  

N

S

W E

COMPASS ROSE

N

S

W E

SW

NW

SE

NE
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7. The Gahagan Mound Site features mounds and a village built by the Caddo 
 people.  One mound at the site had three deep tunnels, each with three to 
 six bodies and 200 to 400 special burial items.  Two copper cutouts of 
 human hands, two pipes bent in the shape of frogs, and stone blades 
 known as “Gahagan knives” were fi nd buried with the bodies.  The 
 Gahagan Mound Site is located southeast of Caddoan Mounds.

8. Bottle Creek Mound Site is the largest site of the Mississippian Culture 
 on the central Gulf Coast, a seashore of the Gulf of Mexico.  The village of 
 18 mounds was built between two rivers and could only be reached 
 by canoe.  This kept the people of the Pensacola Culture well protected 
 from enemies.  Bottle Creek Mound Site is located south of Moundville Site.

9. Nodena Mound Site was a collection of villages along the Mississippi River.    
 Archaeologists believe that Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto may have 
 visited Native Americans at Nodena in 1542.  Nodena Mound Site is 
 located northwest of Shiloh Mound Site.  

  

Holly Bluff
Mound Site

Spiro
Mounds

Moundville
Site

Caddoan
Mounds

Shiloh
Mound Site

Gahagan
Mound Site

Bottle Creek
Mound Site

Nodena
Mound Site

Battle
Mound Site

17

Oklahoma History © 2018
splashpublications.com 17

G
U

LF
 O

F 
M

EX
IC

O
TE

XA
S

O
KL

A
H

O
M

A

LO
U

IS
IA

N
A

A
RK

A
N

SA
S

M
IS

SI
SS

IP
PI

A
LA

BA
M

A

TE
N

N
ES

SE
E

B
el

ch
er

M
ou

nd
 S

it
e

M
O

U
N

D
 B

U
IL

D
E

R
S

 
N

A
M

E
 _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_

 

O
K

L
A

H
O

M
A

C
IT

Y

R
A

Y
V

IL
L

E

JA
C

K
S

O
N

H
U

N
T

S
V

IL
L

E

Pre
vi

ew
 

Copy



18

Oklahoma History © 2018
splashpublications.com 18

VOCABULARY
alter
custom
drought
fast
Great Plains
ledge
maize
raided
tepees
wickiup
wigwam

BIG IDEAS
Why did the Great
Plains cultures
leave their farms
in the late 1300s?

What was the
difference between
a wigwam and a
tepee?

How were Plains 
cultures in western
Oklahoma different
from farmers in
eastern Oklahoma?

Beginning in the late 1300s, the Great Plains region of 
North America experienced a drought that would last for 
the next 200 years.  The Great Plains included present-day 
western Oklahoma where the Pawnee, Osage (OH•sayj), 
Quapaw (KWAH•pah), Wichita, and Plains Apache lived.  
Lack of rain shortened the growing season and left the 
Plains cultures with little to eat.  Native Americans across 
the Great Plains left their farms and set out to hunt bison.  

THE PAWNEE
 The Pawnee may have been the fi rst Native 
Americans of the Plains culture.  They entered the Great 
Plains region around the year 1200, and settled near the 
Platte River in present-day Nebraska.  They lived in four 
villages made of large earth dwellings that were built next 
to their maize fi elds.  Twice each year, Pawnee hunters left 
their villages and traveled across the Great Plains in search 
of bison.
 Pawnee earth lodges looked like simple man-made 
caves from the outside.  Inside the dwellings, large poles 
marked off the center area for the kitchen.  The kitchen 
belonged to the wife.  At the far end of the dwelling, 
opposite the entrance, was the family alter.  The oldest 
man of the household was in charge of this area.  Around 
the outer wall of the rest of the house was a two-foot high 
ledge.  This was used for sitting during the day.  At night, 
the ledge was covered with willow branches and buffalo 
hides for sleeping.
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2.   Each Accordion Organizer Page has a tab A at the bottom.  Glue tab A of one 
 Prehistoric Cultures Organizer Page to the back of the second Prehistoric Cultures 
 Organizer Page to make an Accordion.  

 Continue making the Accordion by adding the Hunters and Collectors Pages, 
 followed by the Mound Builders, and ending with the Plains Cultures Organizer Pages.

A

3. Glue tab A from the last page onto the next blank page of your notebook.
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a•dapt  to adjust to new conditions.

al•ter  a platform or table used for 
religious purposes.

ar•chae•ol•o•gists  scientists who 
study past human life by looking at 
prehistoric fossils and tools.

ar•ti•facts  objects and tools used 
by early humans for eating, cooking, 
and hunting. 

A•sia  the world’s largest continent 
with more than half of the Earth’s 
population.

bi•son  buffalo.

car•bon dat•ing  fi nding the age 
of ancient objects by measuring the 
amount of carbon in them.

cer•e•mo•nies  religious or 
spiritual gatherings.

cli•mate  the average condition of 
weather over a period of years.

con•struct•ing  building.

con•ti•nent  one of seven large areas 
of land on the globe.

cul•tures  groups of people who share 
a set of beliefs, goals, religious customs, 
attitudes, and social practices.

cus•tom  usual way of doing things. 

do•mes•ti•cat•ed  tamed a wild 
animal and kept it as a pet.

drought  a long period without rain.

dwel•lings  houses.

fast•ing  not eating or drinking for a 
period of time.

fer•tile  rich soil that produces a large 
number of crops.

frag•ile  easily broken or damaged.

gla•ciers  large sheets of ice moving 
slowly down a valley or spreading 
across the surface of the land. 
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ACCORDION ORGANIZER GRADING CHART

Cut, colored, and glued all 
Question Strips into their proper 
places on Accordion Organizer 
pages.

3     2     1     0CRITERIA

BIG IDEA
QUESTION

STRIPS

ACCORDION
ORGANIZER

PAGES

SCORE

TOTAL

ACCORDION
FOLDABLE
ASSEMBLY

CONVENTIONS
capitalization, spelling, 
punctuation, grammar

Cut, colored, and glued more 
than half of the Question Strips
into their proper places on 
Accordion Organizer pages.

Cut, colored, and glued less 
than half of the Question Strips
into their proper places on 
Accordion Organizer pages.

Didn’t attempt to cut, color, or 
glue Question Strips into their 
proper places on Accordion 
Organizer pages.

Cut, folded, and correctly 
answered all questions under 
the Question Strips on the 
Accordion Organizer pages.

Didn’t attempt to cut, fold, or
answer any questions under
the Question Strips.

Followed directions to 
correctly assemble and glue
Accordion Foldable into 
notebook.

Followed directions to 
correctly assemble OR glue
Accordion Foldable into 
notebook.

Assembled and glued Accordion 
Foldable into notebook but 
clearly did not follow directions.

Didn’t attempt to assemble 
or glue Accordion Foldable
into notebook.

Had less than 8 convention
errors in Acccordion Foldable.

Had 8 - 12 convention errors 
in Acccordion Foldable.

Had 13-17 convention errors 
in Acccordion Foldable.

Had more than 17 convention 
errors in Acccordion Foldable.

Cut, folded, and correctly 
answered at least half of the 
questions under the Question 
Strips.

Cut, folded, and correctly 
answered less than half of the 
questions under the Question 
Strips.
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