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On behalf of Splash! Publications, we would like to welcome you to Tennessee 
History, one of several resources in our State History Series.  Since this 
curriculum was designed by teachers, we are positive that you will fi nd it to 
be a very comprehensive program for teaching your students about Tennessee’s 
History.  We would like to take a few moments to familiarize you with the 
program.

THE FORMAT
Tennessee History is a fourteen lesson Unit.  We’ve included all of the content 
and informational text for each of the fourteen lessons, so there is no need for an 
additional textbook.  In addition, we’ve supplied all of the activities, answers, 
and grading rubrics for the curriculum.  
 Our goal is a complete resource that you can use the very fi rst day you 
purchase our materials.  No lessons to plan, activities to create, or vocabulary 
words to defi ne.  Simply open the book and start teaching.

THE UNIT PLAN
Tennessee History begins with a comprehensive Unit Outline giving an overview 
of the Unit’s lessons, objectives, new vocabulary, necessary materials, teaching 
plan, and alignment to Tennessee’s 5th Grade Social Studies Standards.

INTERACTIVE HISTORY NOTEBOOK
In addition to other higher-level standard-aligned activities, we have included 
step-by-step directions, templates, and patterns for 33 Interactive Notebook 
assignments and activities that students will create and glue into a Tennessee 
History notebook.  When fi nished, the Tennessee History notebook will provide 
students with a long lasting Tennessee History reference.  A composition book 
works well for keeping the Interactive Notebook activities.
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THE “BIG IDEA” QUESTIONS
Each of the fourteen Tennessee History lessons begins with three or four Big Idea 
questions to help students focus on main ideas presented in the lesson.  Students 
will be responsible for answering each Big Idea question and creating Interactive 
foldables and organizers to help them study for the End-of-Unit Test. 

THE VOCABULARY
Each lesson features words in bold type.  We have included a Glossary in the 
back of the Unit to help students pronounce and defi ne the words.  Unlike a 
dictionary, the defi nitions in the Glossary are concise and written in context.  
Remember, we’re teachers!  Students will be exposed to these vocabulary words 
in the comprehension activities.  They will also be tested on the vocabulary eight 
times throughout the Unit.  

Students will be responsible for creating Interactive organizers and 
foldables to help them study the vocabulary words.  You might even choose to 
allow students to use their Interactive Notebook organizers and foldables on 
Vocabulary quizzes.  We don’t have to tell you that incorporating these new 
words into your Reading and Spelling programs will save time and make the 
words more meaningful for students.

THE UNIT TEST
We’ve included a comprehensive Unit Test at the conclusion of the Unit.  Content 
for the Unit Test was drawn from vocabulary activities, comprehension and Big 
Idea questions, and writing assignments within the Unit.
 Again, as an incentive for students to complete the Big Idea questions 
throughout the Unit, you might choose to allow students to use their Interactive 
Notebook organizers and foldables on the End-of Unit Test.PREVIEW
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TENNESSEE’S SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS
Tennessee History was designed in close alignment with Tennessee’s Academic 
Standards for 5th Grade Tennessee History studies, prehistory-1900.  For this 
time period, Tennessee History also includes mandatory Social Studies content, as 
specifi ed in the Tennessee Code Annotated (TCA).  
  These standards serve as a blueprint of the essential knowledge that 
students should learn in order to be Social Studies-literate citizens.  The 
Standards provide a curriculum framework with student learning expectations 
in the discipline areas of Culture, Economics, Geography, History, Politics/
Government, and Tennessee History.  The Unit Plan clearly lists the Standards 
addressed in the Unit.

THE COPYRIGHT
Revised Edition, 2021
Text Copyright © 2003 by SPLASH! Publications, Glendale Arizona
Illustration Copyright © 2003 by SPLASH! Publications, Glendale Arizona
All rights reserved.  No part of this publication may be reproduced or 
transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or mechanical, including 
photocopy, recording, or any information storage or retrieval system without 
permission in written form from the authors.  Pages in Tennessee History may be 
reproduced by the original purchaser only for use in the original purchaser’s 
classroom and may not be sold or used for purposes other than those specifi cally 
permitted by the authors.

Illustrations and cover design by Victoria J. Smith

RATE THIS RESOURCE
We value your opinion!  Please take the time to rate this Resource and tell us and 
other teachers what you think about it.  

FOLLOW US
We are creating and posting new units and lessons on a daily basis.  If you like 
what you see in this unit, click on the Follow Me button so you will be the fi rst to 
know when we post something new.  
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UNIT OVERVIEW

This Unit will teach students about Tennessee’s history, including the 
 state’s points of interest; fi rst people; the fur trade; Spanish and French 
 exploration; the French and Indian War; the Proclamation Line; Great 
 Britain’s taxes and the American Revolution; Tennessee’s statehood; the 
 War of 1812; the Indian Removal Act; slavery; the Civil War; and 
 Reconstruction 

UNIT OBJECTIVES

The students will:

• describe Tennessee’s nickname.
 • name Tennessee’s capital city.
 • describe the meaning of the state’s motto.
 • use reference points, cardinal directions, and intermediate directions to 
  plot points of interest on an Tennessee map.
 •  design a Tennessee Travel Brochure.
 • describe the Bering Land Bridge and explain what happened after the 
  bridge disappeared.
 • explain how Tennessee’s fi rst people used the land in Tennessee to 
  survive.
 • describe what the prehistoric mounds in Tennessee teach us about the 
  people who lived there.
 • follow written directions to draw a buff alo.
 • explain how the Inca gained territory and became wealthy.
 • describe what happened to the Inca emperor after his ransom was paid.
 • explain why Hernando de Soto entered Tennessee and what he was 
  hoping to fi nd when he arrived.
 • diff erentiate between primary and secondary sources.
 • create a Time Line of Hernando de Soto’s explorations.
 • use number and letter pairs to solve a Grid Math Puzzle. 
 • explain what Louis Joliet and Jacques Marquette were hoping to fi nd 
  during their journey to the New World and why this was important to 
  European explorers.
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UNIT OBJECTIVES (CONTINUED)
The students will:

• explain why Jacques Marquette was chosen by Louis Joliet to join him 
  on his journey.
 • explain what Marquette and Joliet discovered about how the Mississippi
  River fl owed.
 • describe what King Louis XIV gave French explorer Robert La Salle 
  permission to do.
 • describe the “Father of Waters” and explain why Robert La Salle was 
  told to avoid it.
 • describe the boundaries of Louisiana.
 • create a Pocket Time Line of Robert La Salle’s expedition to the New 
  World.
 • explain why English explorers James Needham and Gabriel Arthur
  entered Tennessee and describe what happened to them.
 • explain how the fur trade was benefi cial to both colonists and Native 
  Americans.
 • explain the importance of the Ohio River Valley to both French and 
  British settlers in America.
 • explain why the French and Indian War started and how it ended.
 • follow written directions to draw a beaver. 
 • after the French and Indian War, explain the diff erence between what 
  colonists and King George III planned to do with the newly acquired 
  land.
 • describe the purpose of the Proclamation Line and explain how colonists 
  felt about it.
 • explain who was responsible for the Wilderness Road and why it was 
  important.
 •  plot number pairs on a grid to draw the Proclamation Line on a map.
 • explain why Great Britain planned to tax its colonists living in America.
 • describe the types of things that Great Britain taxed.
 • describe the Intolerable Acts and explain why they were passed by Great 
  Britain.
 • detail when and where the fi rst shots of the Revolutionary War were 
  fi red.
 • recall the dates of Tennessee’s statehood.
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UNIT OBJECTIVES (CONTINUED)
The students will:

 • explain the purpose of the Declaration of Independence.
 • describe the outcome of the Revolutionary War.
 • analyze causes and eff ects of the American Revolution to create two 

Cause and Eff ect Organizers.
 • read about the Battle of the Bluff s and make a Five Tab Organizer to 
  answer questions about the famous battle.
 • explain why Great Britain was supplying Native Americans with 
  weapons and encouraging them to attack American settlements.
 • explain what Tecumseh believed about tribal lands and describe what he 
  and his brother wanted other tribes to do.
 • explain why the Battle of New Orleans was unnecessary.
 • describe the Jackson Purchase and explain how it aff ected Native 
  Americans and changed Tennessee’s boundaries.
 • use the lesson and other appropriate sources to create a Four-Fold Fact 
  Organizer about Tecumseh.
 • write an Expository Paragraph about Tecumseh.
 • explain why Native Americans weren’t welcome in the Southeast region 
  any longer.
 • explain the purpose of Indian Territory and which states were used to 
  create it.
 • describe what the Five Civilized Tribes did to prevent being forced from 
  their land and whether or not their plan worked.
 • describe how the Five Civilized Tribes adapted to life in Indian Territory.
 • read about Sequoyah and create a Cherokee Alphabet Pocket Foldable to 
  answer who, what, where, when, and why questions.
 • explain how and why the fi rst Africans arrived in America.  
 • describe two examples that show how enslaved people were treated in 
  America.
 • explain why the North and South disagreed about slavery.
 • analyze a Slave Market primary source to create a Primary Source Wheel. 
 • explain two promises Abraham Lincoln made before being elected 
  president of the United States.
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UNIT OBJECTIVES (CONTINUED)
The students will:

 • explain why most of East Tennessee was not interested in separating 
  from the Union
 • describe which side won the Civil War and its eff ect on slavery.
 • read about Famous Civil War battles in Tennessee and create a Tab 
  Booklet to answer who, what, why, and when questions.
 • create a Civil War Compare & Contrast Chart.
 • create a Venn Diagram illustrating the diff erences and similarities 
  between the Union and Confederacy.
 • Write an Expository Compare & Contrast Paragraph about the Union and 
  Confederacy.
 • describe the 14th Amendment to the Constitution.
 • explain what the Freedmen’s Bureau did to help black Americans adjust 
  to life after slavery.
 • describe the purpose of Jim Crow laws and the aff ect they had on black
  Americans.
 • read about Booker T. Washington and William Du Bois and assemble a 

Two-Fold Organizer with facts about the famous black leaders.

UNIT MATERIALS

Tennessee History Notebook (a composition book works well) 
 Scissors, Coloring Pencils, Glue, and metal brad for Primary Source Wheel
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TEACHING

Before reading Tennessee’s Points of Interest, students will:
  • use the Glossary (pps. 349-353) to create and glue Vocabulary Cards and a 

Two-Pocket Organizer into their Tennessee History notebooks for agriculture 
   archaeological, atomic, ceremonial, commerce, confederate, frontiersman, gorge,
   international, marathon, military, motto, politician, species, surrender, textile,
   tributaries, union.  (pps. 1-11)
    

 After reading Tennessee’s Points of Interest (pps. 12-13), students will:
  • answer Points of Interest Comprehension Questions.  (pg. 14)
  • use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions to create a Three Flap 
   Organizer to glue into their Tennessee History notebooks.  (pps. 15-19)

• use reference points, cardinal directions, and intermediate directions to plot 
   points of interest on a Tennessee map to glue into their Tennessee History 
   notebooks.  (pps. 20-25)
  • create a Tennessee Travel Brochure to glue into their Tennessee History 
   notebooks.  (pps. 26-35)
  • take a Tennessee History Part One Vocabulary Quiz.  (pps. 36-37)

Before reading Tennessee’s First People, students will:
  • use the Glossary (pps. 349-353) to create and glue Vocabulary Puzzle Pieces
   and Puzzle Envelopes into their Tennessee History notebooks for artifacts, 
   Asia, continent, culture, descendants, European, glaciers, Ice Age, mastodons,
   North America, platforms, prehistoric.  (pps. 38-50)
    

 After reading Tennessee’s First People (pps. 51-52), students will:
  • answer First People Comprehension Questions.  (pg. 53)
  • use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions to create an Accordion 
   Foldable to glue into their Tennessee History notebooks.  (pps. 54-59)

• follow written directions to draw a buff alo.  (pps. 60-61)
  • take a Tennessee History Part Two Vocabulary Quiz.  (pg. 62)

PREVIEW
ts of Interestts of Interes , students will:students will:

49-353)9-353  to create and glueto create and glue 
into their Tennessee Histotheir Tennessee Histo

mic, ceremonial, commerce, comic, ceremonial, commerce, c
arathon, military, motto, polirathon, military, motto, poli

nionion.  . (pps. 1-11)pps. 1-11)

g g Tennessee’s Points of IntereTennessee’s Points of Intere
wer Points of Interest CompPoints of Interest C

e the lesson to answer eache the lesson to answer ea
Organizer Organizer to glue into theito glue into thei

• use reference points, ca• use reference points, ca
  points of interest on points of interest on 
  notebooks.   notebook (pps. 2(pps. 2
 • create a  • create a TennessTen

   notebooks.    notebooks.  ((
 • take a Ten • take a Ten

Before reaBefore 
• us• us

WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW

COPY
or or 

ersman, grsman
urrender, textilender, t

students will:students will:
estions. stions.  (pg. 14)(pg. 

a QuestionsQuesti  to create a to cr Threeree
story notebooks.  y notebooks.  (pps. 15-1

ns, and intermediate directins, and intermedia
ap to glue into their Tennesp to glue into their Ten

re to glue into their Tennesglue into their Tennes

Part One Vocabulary QuizPart One Vocabulary Quiz

First Peoplet Peop , students will:nt
49-353)-353) to create and to create an

heir Tennessee heir Tennessee 
dants, Eurodants, Eur

oric



13Tennessee History © 2003-Revised 2021
splashpublications.com

TEACHING (CONTINUED)

 Before reading Spanish Explorers, students will:
  • use the Glossary (pps. 349-353) to create two Vocabulary Circle Flaps to glue 
   into their Tennessee History notebooks for ambushed, autobiography,
   biographies, coast, conquer, emperor, empires, expedition, kidnapped, New World,
   Peru, raided, ransom, South America, voyage, warriors.  (pps. 63-71)
    

 After reading Spanish Explorers (pps. 72-73), students will:
  • answer Spanish Explorers Comprehension Questions.  (pg. 74)
  • use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions to create a Flap Book
   to glue into their Tennessee History notebooks.  (pps. 75-77)

• diff erentiate between primary and secondary sources.  (pg. 78)
  • create an Explorer Time Line of Hernando de Soto’s explorations to glue into 
   their Tennessee History notebooks.  (pps. 79-84)
  • use number and letter pairs to solve a Grid Math Puzzle.  (pps. 85-89) 
  • take a Tennessee History Part Three Vocabulary Quiz.  (pps. 90-91)

Before reading Marquette & Joliet, students will:
  • use the Glossary (pps. 349-353) to create and glue two Vocabulary Flowers
   into their Tennessee History notebooks for allies, boundaries, colonists, 
   Great Lakes, journals, missionary, missions, monopoly, New France, Portugal,
   profi table, whirlpools.  (pps. 92-96)
    

 After reading Marquette & Joliet (pps. 97-98), students will:
  • answer Marquette & Joliet Comprehension Questions.  (pg. 99)
  • use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions to create a Pinwheel
    to glue into their Tennessee History notebooks.  (pps. 100-102)
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TEACHING (CONTINUED)

 After reading Robert La Salle (pps. 103-104), students will:
  • answer Robert La Salle Comprehension Questions.  (pg. 105)
  • use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions to create a Booklet
   to glue into their Tennessee History notebooks.  (pps. 106-108)
  • create a Pocket Time Line of Robert La Salle’s voyage to the New World 
   to glue into their Tennessee History notebooks.  (pps. 109-115)
  • take a Tennessee History Part Four Vocabulary Quiz.  (pg. 116)

Before reading The French and Indian War, students will:
  • use the Glossary (pps. 349-353) to create and glue two Vocabulary Six-Flaps
   into their Tennessee History notebooks for century, confl icts, customs,
   fertile, incisor, invaded, militias, outnumbered, pelts, port, resources,
   treaty.  (pps. 117-121)

 After reading The French & Indian War (pps. 122-124), students will:
  • answer French & Indian War Comprehension Questions.  (pg. 125)
  • use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions to create a Four-Door
   Organizer to glue into their Tennessee History notebooks.  (pps. 126-129)

• follow written directions to draw a beaver.  (pps. 130-131)
  • take a Tennessee History Part Five Vocabulary Quiz.  (pg. 132)
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TEACHING (CONTINUED)

Before reading The Proclamation Line, students will:
  • use the Glossary (pps. 349-353) to assemble and glue two Vocabulary 
   Six-Petals into their Tennessee History notebooks for adopting, boycotting, 
   constitution, ignored, imported, intolerable, leased, proclamation, prohibited, protest, 
   reserved, respect.  (pps. 133-137)
    

 After reading The Proclamation Line (pps. 138-139), students will:
  • answer The Proclamation Line Comprehension Questions.  (pg. 140)
  • use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions to create a Four-Fold 
   Organizer to glue into their Tennessee History notebooks.  (pps. 141-144)

• use number pairs on a grid to correctly draw the Proclamation Line on a 
   map.  (pps. 145-149)
    

 After reading Great Britain’s Taxes (pps. 150-151), students will:
  • answer Great Britain’s Taxes Comprehension Questions.  (pg. 152)
  • use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions to create a Flip Book to 
   glue into their Tennessee History notebooks.  (pps. 153-157)
  • take a Tennessee History Part Six Vocabulary Quiz.  (pg. 158)PREVIEWee, students will:, students will:

53)53) to assemble and glue t to assemble and glue 
essee History notebooks foessee History notebooks fo

mported, intolerable, leased, ported, intolerable, leased, p
ps. 133-137)-137)

Proclamation Line (pps. 138-1roclamation Line (pps
Proclamation Line ComprProclamation Line Com

sson to answer each of thesson to answer each of the
izerer to glue into their Tenne to glue into their Tenne

number pairs on a grid to number pairs on a grid 
map.  map.  (pps. 145-149)(pps. 145-149)
  

After reading ter reading Great Britain’Great Britain’
 • answer Great Britai • answer Great Brita
 • use the lesson to  • use the lesson to 

   glue into their   glue into the
  • take a Tenn  • take a Tenn

WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW

COPYwill:
stions. tions.  (pg. 140)(pg. 140

ions to create a o create a Four-FoldFou
otebooks.  otebooks. (pps. 141-144)141-144)

the Proclamation Line on athe Proclamation Line on 

0-151)0-151), students will:, students will:
prehension Questions.  rehension Questions.  (pg.(p

the e Big Idea QuestionsBig Idea Questio  to crto c
tory notebooks.  ory notebo (pps. 153-1ps. 1

art Six Vocabulary Quiz. art Six Vocabulary Quiz. (p



16Tennessee History © 2003-Revised 2021
splashpublications.com

TEACHING (CONTINUED)

Before reading Revolution & Statehood, students will:
  • use the Glossary (pps. 349-353) to assemble and glue fi ve Vocabulary 
   Accordions into their Tennessee History notebooks for appointed, blacksmith, 
   civilized, Congress, delegates, federal, harsh, independence, Loyalists, minutemen, 
   negotiated, promoted, prophet, rebels, trespassing.  (pps. 159-166)
    

 After reading Revolution & Statehood (pps. 167-169), students will:
  • answer Revolutionary & Statehood Comprehension Questions.  (pg. 170)
  • use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions to create a Cube
   Foldable to glue into their Tennessee History notebooks.  (pps. 171-174)

• analyze cause and eff ect statements about the Revolutionary War to 
   assemble two Cause and Eff ect Organizers to glue into their Tennessee  
   History notebooks.  (pps. 175-182)

• read about the Battle of the Bluff s.  (pps. 183-184)
• use information about the Battle of the Bluff s to assemble and glue a 

Five-Tab Organizer into their Tennessee History notebooks.  (pps. 185-191)

After reading The War of 1812 (pps. 192-194), students will:
  • answer The War of 1812 Comprehension Questions.  (pg. 195)
  • use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions to create and glue
   the fi rst part of Big Idea Booklets into their Tennessee History 
   notebooks.  (pps. 196-199)

• use the lesson and other appropriate sources to create a Four-Fold Fact
   Organizer featuring Chief Tecumseh to glue into their Tennessee History 
   notebooks.  (pps. 200-206)

• use the Four-Fold Fact Organizer to write an Expository Paragraph about Chief 
   Tecumseh.  (pps. 207-210)
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TEACHING (CONTINUED)

 After reading The Indian Removal Act (pps. 211-213), students will:
  • answer Indian Removal Act Comprehension Questions.  (pg. 214)
  • use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions to create the second
   part of Big Idea Booklets already glued into their Tennessee History 
   notebooks.  (pps. 215-217)

• read about famous Cherokee leader Sequoyah.  (pps. 218-219)
• use the information about Sequoyah to assemble and glue a Cherokee

   Alphabet Pocket Foldable into their Tennessee History notebooks.  (pps. 220-231)
  • take a Tennessee History Part Seven Vocabulary Quiz.  (pps. 232-233)

Before reading Slavery, students will:
  • use the Glossary (pps. 349-353) to assemble and glue Vocabulary Booklets 

into their Tennessee History notebooks for abolitionists, amended, antislavery,
   exported, plantations, surplus.  (pps. 234-239)

 After reading Slavery (pps. 240-241), students will:
  • answer Statehood Comprehension Questions.  (pg. 242)
  • use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions and write and answer 
   one of their own questions to create four Pocket Foldable Cards.  (pps. 243-246)

• analyze a primary source Bill of Sale for an enslaved person and use the 
   information to create a Primary Source Wheel to glue into their Tennessee 
   History notebooks.  (pps. 247-252)

Note  –  you will need metal brads for this activity.
Note  –  to view the full citation for the primary source, visit 

    https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/bill-of-sale-
    for-slave-named-george
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TEACHING (CONTINUED)

 Before reading The Civil War, students will:
  • use the Glossary (pps. 349-353) to assemble and glue one Vocabulary 
   Hexagon into their Tennessee History notebooks for abolished, gunboats, 
   industry, livestock, manufacturing, seceded.  (pps. 253-255)

 After reading The Civil War (pps. 256-257), students will:
  • answer Civil War Comprehension Questions.  (pg. 258)

• use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions and write and answer 
   one of their own questions to create four Pocket Foldable Cards.  (pps. 259-262)

• read about famous Civil War battles in Tennessee.  (pps. 263-264)
• use the information about famous Civil War battles in Tennessee to

   assemble and glue a Tab Booklet into their Tennessee History 
   notebooks.  (pps. 265-269)  

• complete Civil War Language Skills exercise.  (pg. 270)
  • complete a Compare and Contrast Note Taking Chart about the Union and 
   Confederacy to glue into their Tennessee History notebooks.  (pps. 271-272)

• use the Note Taking Chart to create a Venn Diagram Organizer to glue into their
   Tennessee History notebooks.  (pps. 272-277)
  • write an expository paragraph comparing and contrasting the Union and 
   Confederacy.  (pps. 278-282)PREVIEWnts will:nts will:
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TEACHING (CONTINUED)

Before reading Reconstruction, students will:
  • use the Glossary (pps. 349-353) to assemble and glue one Vocabulary 
   Foldable into their Tennessee History notebooks for accused, arson,
   assassinated, civil rights, contributed, equality, founded, poverty,
   terrorized.  (pps. 283-288)

After reading Reconstruction (pps. 289-291), students will:
  • answer Reconstruction Comprehension Questions.  (pg. 292)

• use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions and write and answer 
   one of their own questions to create four Pocket Foldable Cards.  (pps. 293-296)

• assemble and glue a Pocket Foldable for storing their Pocket Foldable Cards
in their Tennessee History notebooks.  (pps. 297-301)

• read about famous black leaders Booker T. Washington and William Du 
   Bois.  (pps. 302-303)

• use the information about Washington and Du Bois, as well as other sources, 
   to assemble and glue a Two-Fold Organizer into their Tennessee History
   notebooks.  (pps. 304-309)
  • take a Tennessee History Part Eight Vocabulary Quiz.  (pps. 310-311)
  • take a Tennessee History Unit Test.  (pps. 312-317)PREVIEWents will:ents will:
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TENNESSEE HISTORY – SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS

 5TH GRADE – PRIOR TO STATEHOOD (PREHISTORY-1796) 

5.26 EXPLAIN HOW THE NAME “TENNESSEE” ORIGINATED FROM THE YUCHI LANGUAGE, 
    REFERRING TO WHERE THE RIVERS COME TOGETHER.

 5.27 IDENTIFY THE CULTURES OF THE MAJOR INDIGENOUS SETTLEMENTS IN TENNESSEE, 
    INCLUDING: THE PALEO (COATS-HINES SITE), ARCHAIC, WOODLAND (OLD STONE 
    FORT, PINSON MOUNDS), AND MISSISSIPPIAN (CHUCALISSA INDIAN VILLAGE).

 5.28 IDENTIFY THE PRE-COLONIAL AMERICAN INDIAN TRIBES RESIDING IN TENNESSEE (E.G., 
    CHEROKEE, CHICKASAW, CREEK, AND SHAWNEE), AND ANALYZE THEIR VARIOUS 
    CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS.

 5.29 EXPLAIN HOW THE CUMBERLAND GAP AND WILDERNESS ROAD INFLUENCED MIGRATION 
    INTO THE TENNESSEE REGION FOLLOWING THE PROCLAMATION OF 1763. 

 5.30 EXPLAIN THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE WATAUGA SETTLEMENT ON TENNESSEE HISTORY, 
    INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING: WATAUGA COMPACT, DRAGGING CANOE, AND JOHN 
    SEVIER.

 5.31 DESCRIBE THE FOUNDING OF AND THE OBSTACLES FACED WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
    THE CUMBERLAND SETTLEMENTS, INCLUDING: THE BATTLE OF THE BLUFFS, JOHN 
    DONELSON, AND JAMES ROBERTSON. 

 5.32 EXPLAIN THE IMPORTANCE OF TENNESSEANS (I.E., OVERMOUNTAIN MEN) IN THE BATTLE 
    OF KINGS MOUNTAIN DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION.

 5.33 IDENTIFY THE LOST STATE OF FRANKLIN AS TENNESSEE’S FIRST ATTEMPT AT STATEHOOD, 
    AND EXPLAIN THE REASONS FOR ITS FAILURE. 

 5.34 LOCATE THE TERRITORY SOUTH OF THE RIVER OHIO (I.E., SOUTHWEST TERRITORY), 
    IDENTIFY ITS LEADERS, AND EXPLAIN HOW IT WAS THE FIRST STEP TO TENNESSEE’S 
    STATEHOOD.
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TENNESSEE HISTORY – SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS

 5TH GRADE – STATEHOOD AND EARLY TENNESSEE HISTORY (1796-1849)

5.35 DESCRIBE THE STEPS THAT TENNESSEE TOOK TO BECOME A STATE (I.E., POPULATION 
    REQUIREMENT, VOTE BY THE CITIZENS, CREATION OF A STATE CONSTITUTION, AND 
    CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL). (T.C.A. § 49-6- 1028).

 5.36 IDENTIFY THE YEAR TENNESSEE BECAME A STATE, ITS FIRST GOVERNOR, AND THE 
    ORIGINAL CAPITAL.

 5.37 DESCRIBE TENNESSEE’S INVOLVEMENT IN THE WAR OF 1812, INCLUDING: ANDREW 
    JACKSON, THE TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS, AND BATTLE OF HORSESHOE BEND.

 5.38 ANALYZE THE IMPACT OF ANDREW JACKSON’S PRESIDENCY ON THE AMERICAN INDIAN 
    POPULATION OF TENNESSEE, INCLUDING: THE INDIAN REMOVAL ACT, TRAIL OF TEARS, 
    TREATY OF ECHOTA, AND JOHN ROSS. 

 5.39 EXPLAIN HOW THE WESTERN BOUNDARY OF TENNESSEE WAS EXPANDED WITH THE 
    JACKSON PURCHASE. 

 5.40 IDENTIFY THE IMPACT OF IMPORTANT TENNESSEANS PRIOR TO THE CIVIL WAR, 
    INCLUDING SEQUOYAH.PREVIEWIES STANDARDSES STANDARD
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TENNESSEE HISTORY – SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS

 5TH GRADE – TENNESSEE IN THE CIVIL WAR ERA (1850S-1900)

5.41 EXAMINE THE ISSUE OF SLAVERY IN THE THREE GRAND DIVISIONS AND THE IMPACT THEIR 
    DIFFERENCES HAD ON TENNESSEE’S SECESSION FROM THE UNION.

5.42 DESCRIBE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FOLLOWING CIVIL WAR EVENTS AND BATTLES ON 
    TENNESSEE:  SIEGE OF FORT DONELSON, BATTLE OF STONES RIVER, BATTLE OF 
    FRANKLIN, BATTLE OF NASHVILLE.

 5.43 EXPLAIN THE IMPACT OF THE TENNESSEE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1870, 
    INCLUDING: POLL TAXES, SEGREGATION, AND FUNDS FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION. (T.C.A. § 
    49-6-1028)

 5.44 EXPLAIN THE DEVELOPMENT AND EFFORTS OF THE FREEDMEN’S BUREAU IN HELPING 
    FORMER SLAVES BEGIN A NEW LIFE, INCLUDING FISK UNIVERSITY. (T.C.A. § 49-6-1028)

 5.45 IDENTIFY HOW THE RISE OF VIGILANTE JUSTICE (E.G., KU KLUX KLAN), BLACK CODES, 
    AND JIM CROW LAWS IMPACTED TENNESSEE AND THE NATION. (T.C.A. § 49-6-1028)

 5.46 EXPLAIN HOW THE END OF RECONSTRUCTION IMPACTED TENNESSEE’S AFRICAN 
    AMERICAN ELECTED OFFICIALS. (T.C.A. § 49-6-1028)PREVIEWIES STANDARDSES STANDARD
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TENNESSEE

VOCABULARY
agriculture
archaeological
atomic
ceremonial
commerce
confederate
frontiersman
gorge
international
marathon
military
motto
politician
species
surrender
textile
tributaries
union

BIG IDEAS
Why is Tennessee
known as the
Volunteer State?

Name the capital of
Tennessee and list
one interesting fact
about this city.

What is Tennessee’s
motto and what
do you think it 
means? 

LESSON
ONEPOINTS OF INTEREST

Tennessee, the Volunteer State, is one of twelve states 
located in the Southeast region of the United States.  The 
nickname was chosen for Tennessee because 
large numbers of men from the state 
volunteered to fi ght in the 
Revolutionary War, 
the War of 1812, the 
Mexican War, and 
the Civil War.  
 Tennessee’s 
name comes from 
the Native American 
word “Tanasi,” 
which means “the 
meeting place.”  Tanasi was the name of 
a Cherokee village on the Little Tennessee River.  The 
Tennessee River cuts through the center of the state. 

NASHVILLE
The capital of Tennessee is Nashville.  The capital city 

is the central place of government for a state.  Nashville 
is located in the north-central part of the state on the 
Cumberland River.  Nashville is famous for its country 
music.  It is the home of the Country Music Hall of Fame and 
the Grand Ole Opry.

TENNESSEE’S STATE SYMBOLS  
The state bird of Tennessee is the northern 

mockingbird and the state’s offi  cial wild animal is the 
raccoon.  The state fl ower is the iris, and the state tree is 
the tulip tree.    Tennessee’s motto is “Agriculture and 
Commerce.”
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NAME ____________________________________

DIRECTIONS:   Read each question carefully.  Then, circle the letter for the 
 correct answer.

1 What is Tennessee’s nickname?
  A The Southeast State B  The Tanasi State    
  
  C The Volunteer State  D  The Cumberland River State 

2 What is the capital of Tennessee?
  A Cumberland B Oak Ridge

  C  Memphis D Nashville

3  According to the map on the fi rst page of the lesson, Tennessee 
 is south of –
  A  Alabama  B Kentucky
  
  C Georgia  D  Arkansas   

4 The Southeast states include all of the following except –
  A Virginia B Louisiana
       
  C Florida D Ohio 

5 After reading the selection about the Great Smoky Mountains, 
 you get the idea that –
  A the park doesn’t get many B  there are no trees in the
   visitors   Smoky Mountains
         
  C the park is shared with    D  The Great Smoky Mountains 
   another Southeast state   is a state park     
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6.  Unfold each of the flaps and read the Big Idea Question.  
      Use the lesson and the lines provided to answer each 

of the Big Idea Questions.

Use proper capitalization, spelling, punctuation, 
and grammar when answering the questions.

7.  Glue the completed Three-Flap Organizer onto the next
blank page of your notebook.
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4.  Using the tab A on the last page, glue the finished Travel Brochure
       onto the right side of your notebook, across from your Map.

3.  Use the Points of Interest lesson to write a complete description, 
in your own words, under each Brochure Title.  Use proper 

 capitalization, spelling, punctuation, and grammar.
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TENNESSEE

VOCABULARY
artifacts
Asia
continent
culture
descendants
European
glaciers
Ice Age
mastodons
North America
platforms
prehistoric

BIG IDEAS
Describe the Bering
Land Bridge.

What happened
after the Bering
Land Bridge
disappeared?

Describe at least
two ways that the
first people used the
land in Tennessee
to survive.

What do prehistoric
mounds in Tennessee 
tell us about the 
people who lived
there?

LESSON
TWOFIRST PEOPLE

The fi rst humans in North America and present-day Tennessee 
were hunters.  Archaeologists (ar•kee•OL•uh•jists) believe 
these hunters came from the continent of Asia.  They entered 
North America by traveling across the Bering Land Bridge 
during the Ice Age.  This was a time in history when North 
America was covered with glaciers (GLAY•shers).
 The Bering Land Bridge was actually a strip of ice that 
was 1,000 miles wide.  It connected northeast Asia to western 
Alaska thousands of years ago.  Wild animals crossed back 
and forth over the Bering Land Bridge.  Hunters followed the 
animals into North America.  When the ice melted, the frozen 
bridge disappeared.  The water raised the level of the sea. 
Hunters had no way of getting back to Asia.  They continued 
tracking wild animals throughout North America.  Some of 
these people may have settled in Tennessee.
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Using your Big Idea Questions Accordion Organizer Pages, follow the directions 
below to make an Accordion Foldable that tucks neatly into your Tennessee 
History notebook.  

1.   The first Accordion Organizer Page has a tab A at the bottom.  Glue tab A of that Page to 
the back of the second Page (with the blank tab at the bottom) to make an Accordion. 

BLANK 
   TAB

2. Glue the blank tab on the bottom of the second Organizer 
 Page onto the next blank page of your notebook.
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1. Draw these shapes to form the head and body.

2. Add lines to form the tail, legs, eye, ear, horn, and nose.

More than 60 million bison once roamed North America.  Native Americans 
hunted bison for food, shelter, tools, and clothing.  Prehistoric people in 
Tennessee hunted bison on foot, chasing them over the sides of cliff s or into deep 
sand.  Once the animals were trapped, hunters attacked them with sharp pointed 
spears.  In this activity, you will follow written directions to draw a bison.

DIRECTIONS:   Very lightly sketch out the fi rst step.  Then, also very lightly 
   add step 2.  Continue in this way until all four steps are 
   completed.  In each drawing, the new step is shown darker than 
   the one before it so that it can be clearly seen, but you should 
   keep your drawing very light.
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NAME ____________________________________

DIRECTIONS: Match the vocabulary word on the left with its defi nition on the 
   right.  Put the letter for the defi nition on the blank next to the 
   vocabulary word it matches.  Use each word and defi nition only 
   once.

1.  ______ continent

 2.  ______ Asia

 3.  ______ glaciers

 4.  ______ culture

 5.  ______ mastodons

 6.  ______ prehistoric

 7.  ______ artifacts

 8.  ______ descendants

 9.  ______ North America

10.  ______ platforms

11.  ______ European

12.  ______ Ice Age

A. the world’s largest continent with 
 more than half of the Earth’s 
 population. 

B. a person or thing that comes from 
 Europe, the sixth smallest of Earth’s 
 seven continents.    

C. one of seven continents in the world; 
 located in the Western Hemisphere 
 and almost entirely in the Northern 
 Hemisphere. 

D. a period in history when giant sheets 
 of ice up to two miles thick covered a 
 large part of the Earth.
      
E. raised surfaces that can be used for 
 standing or building.    
  
F. one of seven large areas of land on 
 the globe.   

G. the period of time before recorded 
 history.    

H. members of a family or culture who 
 are born after another member has 
 died. 

I. large sheets of ice moving slowly 
 down a valley or spreading across the 
 surface of the land. 

J. large, hairy, extinct elephants with 
 tusks that curved upward. 

K. objects and tools used by early 
 humans for eating, cooking, and 
 hunting.

L. a group of people who share the 
 same pattern of behavior.  
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TENNESSEE

VOCABULARY
ambushed
autobiography
biographies
coast
conquer
emperor
empires
expedition
kidnapped
New World
Peru
raided
ransom
South America
voyage
warriors

BIG IDEAS
How did the Inca
gain territory and
become wealthy? 

What happened to
the Inca emperor
after his ransom 
was paid?

When did de Soto
enter Tennessee 
and what was he 
hoping to find 
when he arrived? 

LESSON
THREESPANISH EXPLORERS

Until the early 1500s, Native Americans were the only 
groups of people living in Tennessee.  In fact, the only 
people living in all of North America were Native 
Americans.  
 In the 1500s, things began to change for Native 
Americans throughout North America.  They were visited 
by people they had 
never seen before.  
 Who were these 
people and what did 
they want?  To answer 
these questions, we 
must fi rst travel back 
in time to the continent 
of South America. 

THE INCA EMPIRE
The Inca people 

were farmers who 
once ruled one of the 
largest and richest 
empires along the 
western coast of South America.  They gained this huge 
territory by using their strong and powerful army of 
warriors to conquer Native American tribes throughout 
South America.  There were at least fi ve million people 
living in the Inca Empire before the arrival of Spanish 
explorers.
 The huge Inca Empire was connected by more than 
10,000 miles of paved roads.  Their wealth was displayed 
in the gold-covered walls of their emperor’s palace.  
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7. Using the lesson as a guide, glue each Time Line Event
       under its correct date on the Template. 

8.  Glue the Title and completed Time Line
        onto the next blank page in your notebook.
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TENNESSEE

VOCABULARY
Great Lakes
journals
missionary
missions
monopoly
New France
Portugal

BIG IDEAS
What were Joliet
and Marquette
hoping to find
during their journey 
to the New World?

Why was finding
this important to
European explorers?

Why was Jacques
Marquette chosen
for the journey?

What did Marquette
and Joliet discover
about how the
Mississippi River
flowed?

LESSON
 FOURMARQUETTE & JOLIET

In the summer of 1673, Louis Joliet (joe•lee•ET) and 
Jacques Marquette (mar•KET) arrived in Tennessee.
 Louis Joliet was a fur trader in New France looking 
for adventure.  Father Marquette had been sent to New 
France to establish missions among the area’s Native 
Americans.  The pair met while working with Native 
Americans in the Great Lakes region.  In 1668, Father 
Marquette established a successful mission among Native 
Americans in present-day Michigan.

A WATER ROUTE TO ASIA  
Native Americans told Joliet and Marquette about a 

great river that led to the sea.  Like hundreds of explorers 
before them, Joliet and Marquette hoped to become 
famous by fi nding the river that connected the Pacifi c 
Ocean with the water route to Asia.
 Finding a water route to Asia was very important 
to European explorers.  Explorers from England, France, 
Portugal (POR•chuw•gal), and Spain had been searching 
for a water route linking the Atlantic and Pacifi c oceans 
for almost 200 years.  In Asia, they could buy jewels, silk, 
and spices not available in their 
own countries.  
 Italian traders had a 
monopoly on trade 
with Asia.  Italian 
traders purchased 
the items in Asia 
and sold them at very high prices to everyone else.  If 
explorers from France found a safe water route to Asia, 
they could take control of the Asian trade and buy things 
they wanted without paying Italian traders anything. 
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7. Repeat the same six steps with Circle Flap Organizer Two, 
Circle Flap Pattern Two, and Vocabulary Definition Pieces Two
to make a second Vocabulary Circle Flap.

word

 w
or

d
w

or
d

word

word

w
ord

word

 word

8. Glue one Vocabulary
Circle Flap on the right
side of your notebook
and one on the left side
of your notebook.

word word

w
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w
ord

word

w
ord

word

6. Glue each Vocabulary Definition Piece under its
matching vocabulary word on the Circle Flap 

 Organizer as shown.w
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TENNESSEE

VOCABULARY
allies
boundaries
colonists
profitable
whirlpools

BIG IDEAS
What did King
Louis XIV give
Robert La Salle
permission to do?

What was the
“Father of Waters”
and why was Robert
La Salle told to 
avoid it?

What were the
boundaries of
Louisiana?

LESSON
 FIVEROBERT LA SALLE

After hearing about Marquette and Joliet’s expedition, 
French explorer Robert La Salle became interested in 
making a journey of his own down the Mississippi River.  
 Robert La Salle had lived 
in New France for 12 years.  
He built a village among the 
Iroquois (EAR•uh•kwoy) 
people and even learned 
their language so he could 
communicate with them.  
La Salle built several fur 
trading posts in New France 
and became a very wealthy 
fur trader. 

THE NEW WORLD
Robert La Salle dreamed 

of becoming a profi table fur 
trader in the New World.  
 In 1679, King Louis XIV 
gave La Salle permission to 
leave New France, claim 
land, build forts, and 
explore the area between 
Florida and Mexico.  
 On August 7, 1679, Robert La Salle set sail from New 
France on his ship, Le Griff on.  La Salle and his crew of 
23 Frenchmen and 31 Native American men and women 
sailed up Lake Erie to Lake Huron and then to Green Bay, 
Wisconsin.  They continued exploring Lake Michigan by 
canoe.

ROBERT LA SALLE
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3. Use the lesson to anwer each of 
the questions on the lines provided.

Use proper capitalization, spelling,
punctuation, and grammar in your 
answers.

4. Finish folding the Big Idea Pinwheel along the dotted lines 
before gluing it onto the next blank page of your notebook.
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TENNESSEE

VOCABULARY
century
conflicts
customs
fertile
incisor
invaded
militias
outnumbered
pelts
port
resources
treaty

BIG IDEAS
Explain why English
explorers James
Needham and 
Gabriel Arthur 
entered Tennessee 
and describe what
happened to them.

How was the fur
trade beneficial to
both colonists and
Native Americans?

Why was the Ohio
River Valley important
to both French and
British settlers in
America?

Why did the French
and Indian War begin
and how did it end?

LESSON
 SIXFRENCH & INDIAN WAR

Robert La Salle’s expeditions paved the way for the French to 
grow their fur trading network with Native Americans.  
 By 1692, French traders had built trading posts along the 
Cumberland River.  From these forts, the French established 
a profi table fur trade relationship with Native Americans of 
the Shawnee tribe.  Other French explorers and settlers built 
strong relationships with Native Americans in the Great Lakes 
region.

THE THIRTEEN COLONIES
While France took 

control of the fur trade in 
Louisiana and the Great 
Lakes region, England built 
thirteen colonies along the 
Atlantic Coast.  
 In 1673, the same 
year that Joliet (joe•lee•ET) 
and Marquette (mar•KET) 
sailed down the Mississippi 
River, English explorers 
James Needham and 
Gabriel Arthur were sent 
from the Virginia colony 
to what is now upper East 
Tennessee.  Their goal 
was to establish trading 
relationships with the Cherokee.  
 Although the Cherokees killed James Needham shortly 
after the pair arrived, Gabriel Arthur successfully formed a 
profi table trading relationship with the Cherokee that lasted 
into the next century.
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4. Using the Glossary, glue each Definition 
 Piece onto the back of its matching 
 Vocabulary Word on the Patterns as shown.

5. Glue one completed Six-Petal Vocabulary Organizer onto the blank
page on the left side of your notebook.  Glue the other Organizer
directly across from it on the right side of your notebook.

3. Cut out the Definition Pieces 
along the outside bold lines.
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TENNESSEE

VOCABULARY
adopting
constitution
ignored
leased
proclamation
reserved

BIG IDEAS
After the French and
Indian War, what 
was the difference 
between the way
colonists and King 
George III planned 
to use Great Britain’s 
new land? 

What was the
purpose of the
Proclamation Line,
and how did British
colonists feel about
it?

Who was responsible
for the Wilderness
Road, and why was 
it important?

LESSON
 SEVENTHE PROCLAMATION LINE

FUR TRADER

The end of the French and Indian War marked a new 
beginning for English colonists living in America.  The 
Treaty of Paris gave Great Britain control over most of 
France’s land in America.  
 This included Tennessee, the 
fi ve Great Lakes, and the profi table 
fur hunting and trading territories.

GREAT BRITAIN’S CONTROL
Many French settlers living 

in the Great Lakes region moved 
west across the Mississippi River or 
south to New Orleans.  
 Others returned to France.  
Some decided to stay in the Great 
Lakes and live under Great Britain’s 
control.  
 The English colonists were eager 
to explore and settle Great Britain’s 
new land.  Great Britain’s King 
George III was more interested 
in continuing the profi table fur 
trade with Native Americans.

NATIVE AMERICAN CONFLICTS
Many Native Americans who 

lived in Great Britain’s new 
territory had fought for the French 
during the French and Indian War.  Several Great Lakes 
tribes, including the Potawatomi (pot•uh•WAT•uh•me), 
Ojibwe (oh•JIB•way), and Ottawa banded together.  They 
joined forces to drive out the British.
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Grid Math is a fun way to learn about a grid system.  A grid system involves 
plotting pairs of numbers on a grid and connecting the points with a line.  In 
this activity, you will plot and connect points on a grid to correctly draw the 
Proclamation Line on a map.

EXAMPLE: To plot the point (21,24) on the grid below, put your fi nger on the 
 number 0 at the bottom of the grid.  Slide over to 21 and then up to 
 24.  Plot a point where the two numbers meet: 
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TENNESSEE

VOCABULARY
Congress
delegates
independence
Loyalists
minutemen
negotiated
rebels

BIG IDEAS
When and where
were the first shots
of the Revolutionary
War fired?

What was the
purpose of the
Declaration of
Independence?

What was the 
outcome of the
Revolutionary War?

LESSON
 NINEREVOLUTION & STATEHOOD

In the winter of 1774, colonists began training for war.  White 
men from 16 to 60 years old were required to join their local 
militias (muh•lih•shuz).  
 Groups of minutemen
prepared themselves for battle.  
Weapons and gunpowder were 
gathered and stored in the village 
of Concord, Massachusetts.  

THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR
On April 18, 1775, the fi rst 

shots of the Revolutionary War, also 
known as the American Revolution, 
were fi red in the town of Lexington, 
Massachusetts.  The colonists spent 
the next six years fi ghting for their 
independence from Great Britain.  
 In the beginning of the American 
Revolution, most of the battles took place along the Atlantic 
Coast, in the 13 original colonies.  Soon, battles were also 
being fought in the present-day states of Illinois, Indiana, 
Ohio, Kentucky, and Michigan.  This land was known as the 
frontier because it was a distant area where few people lived.

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
On July 4, 1776, in the middle of the Revolutionary 

War, the 13 original colonies signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  The war was far from over, but the American 
colonists wanted to prove to Great Britain that they could 
stand on their own.  The 13 original colonies renamed 
themselves the United States of America.   
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6.  Unfold each of the flaps and read the Cause 
Statement.  Find and glue two Effect Statements
that resulted from that cause.  Glue the Effect
Statements into their proper places on the 

 Pattern.  

       Do this with each of the remaining flaps until 
all of the Cause Statements have been properly 
paired with their Effect Statements. 

7.  Glue one completed Cause and Effect Organizer
 onto the left side and one onto the right side of 
 your notebook.
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In 1775, at Sycamore Shoals in East Tennessee, North Carolina resident Richard 
Henderson met with leaders of the Cherokee tribe.  
 Henderson negotiated (neh•GOH•she•ay•ted) 
with a few of the tribe’s leaders to sell twenty million 
acres of land that included a large part of present-
day Kentucky and Middle Tennessee.  This area was 
an important hunting ground for the Cherokee and 
many other Native American tribes.

DRAGGING CANOE
Dragging Canoe was the Cherokee chief 

of Great Island Town.  Dragging Canoe and his 
followers disagreed with the land deal that had 
become known as Henderson’s Purchase.  
 Dragging Canoe argued that under the 
Cherokee system of government, all land purchases 
required agreement by the entire tribe.  He 
considered the Henderson Purchase illegal and 
promised to fi ght for the land, declaring, “You have 
bought a fair land, but you will fi nd its settlement 
dark and bloody.”

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
The American Revolution broke out one 

month after Henderson’s Purchase treaty was 
signed.  Most Cherokee towns tried to stay out 
of the confl ict, but Dragging Canoe saw the war as an opportunity to involve his 
tribe in battles and keep the Americans from taking over his tribe’s land.
 Dragging Canoe and his followers launched military attacks against the 
Americans.  The Americans fought back, raiding Cherokee settlements and towns 
in East Tennessee.  Dragging Canoe was forced to move his people southwest.  
In 1779, they settled on Chickamauga Creek, near the present-day city of 
Chattanooga.  They became known as the Chickamauga Band of Cherokee.
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8. Glue the Title on the front of the assembled 
Booklet.  Glue the Tab Labels on each Tab.

10. Glue the completed Tab Booklet onto
the next blank page of your notebook.

9. Use the space under each Tab to answer 
each question. Use proper capitalization, 
punctuation, spelling, and grammar.
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TENNESSEE

VOCABULARY
appointed
harsh
promoted
prophet
trespassing

BIG IDEAS
Why was Great
Britain supplying
Native Americans
with weapons and
asking them to
attack American
settlements?

What did Tecumseh
believe about tribal
lands, and what did
he and his brother
want tribes to do?

Why was the Battle
of New Orleans
unneccessary?

In your own words,
describe the Jackson
Purchase, and explain
how it affected Native
Americans and 
changed Tennessee’s
boundaries.
.

LESSON
TENWAR OF 1812

TECUMSEH

After statehood, Tennessee began to grow very quickly.  
Between 1798 and 1806, the Chickasaw (CHICK•uh•saw) 
and Cherokee signed a number of treaties, giving up large 
areas of land.  Tennessee began selling the land for low 
prices, attracting more settlers from the eastern 
United States.

NATIVE AMERICAN CONFLICTS  
The relationship between white 

settlers and Native Americans in 
Tennessee was mostly peaceful, but 
trespassing on Native American land 
was common.  As white settlers moved 
west and south toward the Tennessee 
River, they entered Creek territory.  
Fighting broke out.  
 It was believed that British settlers 
in Canada were supplying the Creek 
tribe and other Native Americans in the 
Ohio River Valley with weapons.  
 Great Britain secretly hoped to 
regain control of the United States. British 
settlers were using Native Americans to 
help them with their plan.

TECUMSEH (TEH•KUM•SAY)
Tecumseh was a Shawnee war chief.  

He believed that tribal lands in America 
belonged to all Native Americans.  He did not think that 
individual tribes, including the Chickasaw and Cherokee 
in Tennessee, had the right to sell land that belonged to all 
tribes. 
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5. Glue each of the four Front Flap Covers
onto the blank flaps of the Four-Fold 
Fact Organizer as shown.

6. Glue the Four-Fold  Fact
Organizer and Title onto the 
right side of your notebook, 
across from the picture of 
the famous person.PREVIEW
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TENNESSEE

VOCABULARY
blacksmith
civilized
federal

BIG IDEAS
Why weren’t Native
Americans welcome
in the Southeast
region any longer?

What was the
purpose of Indian
Territory and which
states were used to
create it? 

Describe what the 
Five Civilized Tribes 
did to prevent being
forced from their land,
and explain whether
or not their plan
worked.

Describe how the
Five Civilized Tribes
adapted to life in
Indian Territory.

LESSON
ELEVENINDIAN REMOVAL ACT

The end of the War of 1812 broke the power of Native 
Americans throughout the United States.  After the war, 
Native Americans were forced to sign treaties and give up 
huge pieces of land to make room for white settlers.

NATIVE AMERICAN LAND
American settlers were moving to 

the Southeast.  They wanted the Native 
American land for farming.  
 In Georgia, gold had been discovered 
on Cherokee land.  Americans wanted 
to take over this land and claim the 
gold for themselves.  
 Native Americans were not 
welcome in the Southeast region any 
longer.  White settlers demanded that 
the government move Native Americans 
someplace else.

INDIAN TERRITORY
In 1825, President Thomas Jeff erson 

created the Indian Territory to remove 
Native Americans from the Southeast.  
Indian Territory was created from 
the present-day states of Oklahoma, 
Kansas, Nebraska, the Dakotas, and 
part of Iowa.   
 In the beginning, many tribes east of the Mississippi 
River willingly signed treaties with the United States 
and gave up their homelands in exchange for land in 
Indian Territory.  Many states passed laws that gave them 
permission to force Native Americans from their homelands.  

THOMAS JEFFERSON
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Word d

Word d

4. Beginning with the pentagon-shaped flap
labeled Vocabulary, glue the inside of each 

 folded pentagon to the folded pentagon 
behind it as shown.

5. Cut out the pentagon-shaped
Vocabulary Definition Cards along
the outside bold lines.

6. Glue each Vocabulary Definition Card
to the back of its matching vocabulary
word on each Accordion Organizer.

7. Glue three Vocabulary Accordion 
 Organizers onto the blank page

on the right side of your notebook 
and two onto the blank page on
the left side of your notebook.
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Sequoyah (sih•KOY• yah) was born in the town of Tuskegee (TUS•kuh•gee), 
Tennessee, just a few miles from the capital of the Cherokee Nation.  Historians 
are not sure of his exact birth date, but most agree it was 
sometime in the 1760s or 1770s.

SEQUOYAH’S CHILDHOOD
As a child, Sequoyah helped his mother 

harvest crops and take care of the family’s 
horses and cows.  Sequoyah loved to create 
things to make his chores easier.  He made 
little houses out of sticks he found in the forest.  
When he was older, Sequoyah built a small 
wooden house over a stream to keep the cows’ 
milk cold. 
 Like other boys growing up in the Cherokee 
Nation, Sequoyah was taught how to use a bow and 
arrow, spear, and tomahawk.  When he was ready, he 
joined the older men on hunting trips.
 An illness or injury damaged one of Sequoyah’s 
legs.  This ended his ability to hunt.  Sequoyah 
became a successful blacksmith.  He built a workshop 
and made all of his own tools.

THE CHEROKEE ALPHABET
In 1800, Sequoyah’s mother died.  He took over his 

mother’s trade business and began trading items he made 
for textiles, scissors, knives, guns, and other European 
items.  He noticed that white traders often wrote notes 
to one another.  This fascinated Sequoyah!  He began 
working on a Cherokee writing system.
 In 1815, Sequoyah married Sally Waters.  Sally 
Waters was from the Bird Clan, one of seven 
Cherokee clans.  After his daughter was born, 
Sequoyah began teaching her some of the symbols and 
sounds he had created.  In all, Sequoyah created 86 diff erent characters.

SEQUOYAH
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6. Glue the completed Cherokee Alphabet Pocket Foldable onto the next
blank page of your notebook.

7. Glue the Title above the Pocket Foldable. 

5. Squeeze the sides of the Envelope.  One at a time, 
slide in each of the five Pocket Foldable Cards, starting 
with the Who question and ending with the Why question. 

Slide your Cherokee Alphabet Card beind the Card with 
the Why question on it.
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TENNESSEE

VOCABULARY
abolitionists
amended
antislavery
exported
plantations
surplus

BIG IDEAS
How and why did 
the first Africans 
arrive in America?

Provide at least two 
examples that show
how enslaved people
were treated in 
America.

Why did the North
and South disagree
about slavery? 

LESSON
TWELVESLAVERY

Long before Tennessee became a state, the fi rst Africans 
arrived in America.  Huge ships sailed to Africa where black 
settlers were captured and sent across the Atlantic Ocean to 
America.  
 Once in America, they were enslaved and sold to 
farmers who forced them to work on their tobacco and 
cotton plantations.

THE LIFE OF ENSLAVED PEOPLE
Enslaved Africans were the property of their owners, 

or enslavers for life.  After being carefully examined, 
African men, women, and children were bought at auctions 
or markets.  Families were 
often split.  Men were sold 
separately from their wives.  
Children were taken from 
their parents. 
 Enslaved people 
worked in the fi elds from 
morning until night.  They 
were paid no money and 
were not permitted to go to 
school or learn to read and write.  Their
enslavers could punish them at any time for any reason.  If 
enslaved parents had any children, they too belonged to 
their white enslavers.

★ Native Americans were actually the fi rst enslaved 
 people in the New World.  During the 1400s, entire 
 tribes of Native Americans were captured 
 throughout Peru, Central America, and Mexico. 

FAST FACTS
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Why was the fur
trade important?

Why were
Native Americans 
important allies?

Why was the French and Indian
War fought?

What happened when the
Treaty of Paris was signed?

Why was the fur

trade important?

4. Place the Wheel Cover on top of the Wheel Outline and
push a metal brad through the + on the Wheel Cover.

5. Glue the completed Wheel on the right side of your
notebook, across from your Primary Source.
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TENNESSEE

VOCABULARY
abolished
gunboats
industry
livestock
manufacturing
seceded

BIG IDEAS
What two promises
did Abraham Lincoln
make before being
elected president of
the United States?

Why was most of 
East Tennessee not
not interested in 
separating from the 
Union? 

When did the Civil
War begin and end,
and how did the
outcome of the war 
affect slavery?

LESSON
THIRTEENTHE CIVIL WAR

The population of Tennessee grew from 600,000 in 1830, 
to more than one million in 1860.  Tennessee became the 
leader in corn production.  Farmers also raised livestock
and grew large amounts of tobacco and cotton.  Enslaved 
labor was used to work on the larger farms.  

ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
By 1860, Tennessee had been a state 

for 64 years.  As it did every four years, 
citizens of the United States made plans to 
elect a new president.  Abraham Lincoln stood 
out as the country’s favorite.  
 Lincoln was not an abolitionist, but he 
promised to stop the spread of slavery into new 
states and territories.  He also planned to keep 
the country from splitting into two pieces over the 
issue of slavery.

PRESIDENT LINCOLN
In 1860, Abraham Lincoln was elected 

president of the United States.  Southern states 
did not agree with President Lincoln’s plan to 
end slavery.  They made plans to separate 
from the Union and form a new nation 
where slavery was legal.

THE THREE GRAND DIVISIONS  
The state of Tennessee is divided into three sections, 

known as the Grand Divisions.  Tennesseans say they are 
either from East, Middle, or West Tennessee.  Before the 
start of the Civil War, each section had its own views about 
separating from the Union.
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3.  Glue the Venn Diagram Outline under the
       folded flaps of the Venn Diagram Pattern. 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
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__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
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__________________________
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__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

4.  Glue the completed Venn Diagram Organizer onto the blank page on  
       the right side of your notebook, across from your Compare and Contrast 

Note Taking Chart.
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TENNESSEE

VOCABULARY
accused
arson
assassinated
civil rights
contributed
equality
founded
poverty
terrorized

BIG IDEAS
Describe the 14th
Amendment to the
Constitution.

Explain what the
Freedmen’s Bureau
did to help black
Americans adjust to
life after slavery .

Describe the purpose
of Jim Crow laws and 
the effect they had
on black Americans.

LESSON
FOURTEENRECONSTRUCTION

President Abraham Lincoln was assassinated shortly after 
the close of the Civil War.  Vice President Andrew Johnson 
became president of the United States.  The United States 
had been deeply divided by the Civil War.  The period after 
the war is known as Reconstruction.

RECONSTRUCTION
   Tennessee and the 
other ten Confederate states 
wanted to rejoin the Union 
and become part of the United 
States again.  Before Abraham 
Lincoln was assassinated, 
he had outlined a plan for 
putting the nation back together.

THE 13TH AMENDMENT 
Under Lincoln’s plan, Confederate states could not 

rejoin the Union until they adopted the 13th Amendment 
to the United States Constitution and freed their enslaved 
people.  Tennessee was the fi rst Confederate state to adopt 
the 13th Amendment.

BLACK CODES
After the adoption of the 13th amendment, Southern 

states passed black codes to limit the freedom of newly freed 
black Americans.  Plantation owners still needed workers to 
pick cotton and tobacco, so recently freed enslaved workers 
were forced to return to plantations as paid laborers.     
 In Tennessee, new laws were passed that made crimes 
of horse stealing, robbery, and arson punishable by death.   
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8. Glue the completed Two-Fold Organizer
         onto the next blank page of your notebook.

7.   Unfold the second Flap and glue the four
          Fact Strips describing William Du Bois under 

that Flap.  On the two remaining blank Fact
Strips, use the Internet, books from the library,
or an encyclopedia to research and write two
new facts about William Du Bois. 

        Use proper spelling, capitalization, punctuation, 
and grammar when writing your facts.

         Glue your facts into the blank spaces 
         under the William Du Bois Flap. 
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Booker Taliaferro Washington was born on April 5, 1856 in Virginia.  His family 
was enslaved on a plantation where his mother was a cook for their enslavers, 
James and Elizabeth Burroughs.

A NEW LIFE
In 1865, at the end of the Civil War, nine year old Booker, his mother Jane, 

and his brother and sister were freed.  The Booker family moved to West Virginia 
to start a new life.
 In West Virginia, Booker worked for fi ve 
hours in a salt mine each morning before going 
to school.  While working a second job in a coal 
mine, Booker heard about the Hampton Institute, 
a school for black children who had been 
enslaved.

THE HAMPTON INSTITUTE
In 1872, at the age of 16, Booker walked 500 

miles to attend the Hampton Institute.  He was 
an excellent student and received high grades.  
He went on to study at Wyland Seminary in 
Washington, D.C.  In 1879, Booker T. Washington 
returned to the Hampton Institute to teach.

BLACK CODES
During and after Reconstruction, life in 

the South was very diffi  cult for black people.  
Black codes made it hard for black Americans to 
fi nd jobs, housing, or even exercise their right to 
vote.  Booker T. Washington believed that black 

Americans should stop fi ghting for equality and focus on education.  
 Washington hoped that education and hard labor would lead to progress 
for black citizens and peace between black and white Americans.  Washington 
gained the attention of many white leaders who contributed money to black 
education. 
 In 1881, at the young age of 25, Booker T. Washington became the principal 
of present-day Tuskegee University in Alabama.  He remained at Tuskegee until 
his death in 1915.
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DIRECTIONS:   Choose and write the word from the Word Bank that best 
 completes each sentence.  Use each word only once.  
 You will not use all of the words.  (1 point each)

glaciers bison artifacts  seceded voyage
  
plantations  journals expedition terrorized allies

10

  
 6 “In Science class,” explained Le, “we studied tools, weapons, and
  other   _______________________ used by Tennessee’s fi rst 
  people.”

 7 During the Ice Age,  __________________________ moved slowly 
 down the valleys and spread across the surface of the land. 

 8 Spanish explorers, including Hernando de Soto, boarded ships 
 and made the dangerous _______________________ across the 
 Atlantic Ocean. 

 9 Enslaved Africans were purchased at auctions and forced to work 
  long hours on cotton and tobacco  ___________________________ .

10 During the Civil War, 11 Southern states   _____________________
 from the Union and formed their own nation where slavery was
 legal.PRPPREVIEW
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