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UNIT OVERVIEW

 This Unit will teach students about land acquisitions and Westward 
 Expansion, from the development of the United States and the Louisiana 
 Purchase, to the fi rst American explorations in Oklahoma, the creation 
 of Indian Territory, and the Trail of Tears.

UNIT OBJECTIVES

The students will: 
 • describe the land received by the United States and Spain after the 
  American Revolution.
 • explain why the Mississippi River was important to the United States 
  and which country controlled it before 1800.
 • detail the terms of the Treaty of San Ildefonso and why it worried the 
  United States.
 • explain how Napoleon Bonaparte planned to use the land around the 
  Mississippi River.
 • explain why Napoleon Bonaparte agreed to sell the entire Louisiana 
  Territory.
 • describe the risk that Livingston and Monroe took when they traveled to 
  France to negotiate the Louisiana Purchase. 
 • describe the types of information that Lewis and Clark and Zebulon 
  Pike were supposed to bring back from their expeditions.
 • explain what Lewis and Clark discovered about the relationship 
  between the Pacifi c Ocean and the Mississippi River.
 • give an opinion as to whether or not the Lewis and Clark Expedition 
  was successful.
 • describe the diffi culty that explorers had traveling down the Arkansas 
  River.
 • give an opinion as to whether or not Major Stephen Long’s assessment 
  of Oklahoma as a desert unfi t for Americans to settle is accurate.
 • explain the Indian Removal Act and how it affected the Five Civilized 
  Tribes. 
 • describe what the United States government promised Native 
  Americans who moved to Indian Territory.
 • describe what happened to Indian Territory as new states and territories 
  were added to the United States.
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WESTWARD EXPANSION & OKLAHOMA EXPLORATION

MATERIALS

 Oklahoma History Notebook (a composition book works well) 
 Scissors, Coloring Pencils, Glue

NEW VOCABULARY

 adopted, appendix, blacksmith, botanist, capitals, civilized, Congress, consent, 
 constitutions, currents, debt, deriving, empire, endowed, erosion, exporting, granite, 
 hydroelectric, independence, industries, instituted, interpreter, keelboat, liberty, 
 livestock, military, negotiate, petroleum, plantations, quarries, ratify, recite, reduced, 
 refuge, reservations, reservoirs, secure, textiles, unalienable, yellow fever 

TEACHING

 Before reading The United States, students will:
  •  use the Glossary (pps. 95-96) to create and glue a Two-Pocket Vocabulary 
    Organizer into their Oklahoma History notebooks. (pps. 8-21)
      
 After reading The United States (pps. 22-24), students will:
  •  answer The United States Reading Comprehension 
    Questions.  (pg. 25)
  •  use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions on a Journal Page 
    to be used for an Expert’s Journal.  (pps. 26-27) 
  •  create a Declaration of Independence Foldable to glue into their Oklahoma 
    History notebooks that pairs Preamble phrases with their meanings in 
    preparation for Celebrate Freedom Week.  (pps. 28-32)
 
 After reading The Louisiana Purchase (pps 33-35), students will:
  •  answer The Louisiana Purchase Reading Comprehension 
    Questions.  (pg. 36)
  •  use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions on a Journal Page 
    to be used for an Expert’s Journal.  (pps. 37-38)
  •  take a Vocabulary Quiz for Westward Expansion and Oklahoma 
    Exploration Part I. (pps. 39-40)
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TEACHING (CONTINUED) 
 After reading The Lewis and Clark Expedition (pps. 41-42), students will:
  •  answer The Lewis and Clark Expedition Reading Comprehension 
    Questions.  (pg. 43)
  •  use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions on a Journal Page 
    to be used for an Expert’s Journal.  (pps. 44-45) 
   
 After reading Americans in Oklahoma (pps 46-48), students will:
  •  answer Americans in Oklahoma Reading Comprehension 
    Questions.  (pg. 49)
  •  use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions on a Journal Page 
    to be used for an Expert’s Journal.  (pps. 50-51)
  •  Use latitude and longitude addresses to plot major cities, water resources, 
    and other points of interest on an Oklahoma map. (pps. 52-59)
  •  Use the latitude and longitude map to create a Latitude and Longitude 
    Organizer to glue into their Oklahoma History notebooks. (pps. 60-67)

 After reading The Indian Territory (pps 68-71), students will:
  •  answer The Indian Territory Reading Comprehension 
    Questions.  (pg. 72)
  •  use the lesson to answer each of the Big Idea Questions on a Journal Page 
    to be used for an Expert’s Journal.  (pps. 73-74)
  •  use the Big Idea Question Journal Pages from each of the fi ve Westward 
    Expansion and Oklahoma Exploration lessons to create and glue an 
    Expert’s Journal into their Oklahoma History notebooks.  (pps. 75-78)
  •  read a Sequoyah Biography and choose 26 Cherokee Alphabet symbols to 
    represent our alphabet.  (pps. 79-83) 
  •  use the Sequoyah Biography to answer fi ve who, what, where, when, and 
    why questions in preparation for creating a Cherokee Alphabet Pocket 
    Foldable to glue into their Oklahoma History notebooks. (pps. 84-92)
  •  take a Vocabulary Quiz for Westward Expansion and Oklahoma 
    Exploration Part II. (pps. 93-94)
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OKLAHOMA ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARDS FOR GRADE 3
  
 CITIZENSHIP LITERACY

 CONTENT STANDARD 1:  THE STUDENT WILL ANALYZE THE TRAITS OF GOOD CITIZENS.

 1. Commemorate Celebrate Freedom Week by recognizing the sacrifi ces and contributions to 
  American freedom by veterans and reciting the social contract selection from the Declaration of 
  Independence:

   We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
   by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
   Happiness.  That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 
   powers from the consent of the governed.
  
 ECONOMICS LITERACY

 CONTENT STANDARD 2:  THE STUDENT WILL IDENTIFY AND DESCRIBE BASIC ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES 
    CREATING PROSPERITY IN THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA.

 3. Examine how the development of Oklahoma’s major economic activities have contributed to 
  growth of the state including the oil and natural gas industry, and agriculture and livestock.  
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OKLAHOMA ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARDS FOR GRADE 3 (CONTINUED)
  
 GEOGRAPHY LITERACY

 CONTENT STANDARD 3:  THE STUDENT WILL EXAMINE OKLAHOMA’S GEOGRAPHY AND HOW 
    PEOPLE OF OKLAHOMA INTERACT WITH THEIR ENVIRONMENT.

 1. The student will examine Oklahoma’s political and physical features using text features and 
  search tools.

  A. Distinguish among map symbols and identify relative location and direction using physical 
   and political maps of Oklahoma including the use of latitude and longitude.
  B. Interpret thematic maps of Oklahoma with the essential map elements of title, legend, scale, 
   and directional indicators.
  C. Identify Oklahoma’s major landforms and bodies of water on a physical map including 
   Arbuckle Mountains, Ozark Plateau, Wichita Mountains, Kiamichi Mountains, Black Mesa, 
   Red River, Canadian River, Arkansas River, Texoma, Lake Eufaula, and the Great Salt Plains.
  D. Identify Oklahoma’s major metropolitan centers and cities on a political map including Oklahoma 
   City, Tulsa, Stillwater, Woodward, and Ponca City.

 HISTORY LITERACY

 CONTENT STANDARD 4:  THE STUDENT WILL ANALYZE THE SIGNIFICANT EVENTS AND HISTORIC 
    PERSONALITIES CONTRIBUTING TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE STATE OF 
    OKLAHOMA.

 2. Read and interpret primary sources related to key events in Oklahoma’s past to demonstrate 
  understanding of text including Sequoyah’s syllabary.
 3. Describe the many Native American cultures that have inhabited present-day Oklahoma including 
  the Five Tribes.
 4. Describe the early expeditions in Oklahoma including those of Washington Irving.
 5. Describe the migrations and settlements by Native Americans including the Trail of Tears.
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OKLAHOMA PROCESS AND LITERACY SKILLS FOR LEARNING GRADE 3

PROCESS AND LITERACY

 SKILLS STANDARD 1:  THE STUDENT WILL DEVELOP AND DEMONSTRATE COMMON CORE 
    INFORMATIONAL TEXT READING LITERACY SKILLS.

 A. Key Ideas and Details
  1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the 
   text as a basis for the answers.
  2. Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the
   main idea.
  3. Describe the relationship between a series of historic events or social studies concepts, using
   language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.

 B. Craft and Structure
  4. Determine the meaning of general academic and social studies domain-specifi c words and 
   phrases in a text relevant to Grade 3 Oklahoma Studies.
  5. Use text features and search tools (e.g., timelines, maps, charts, graphs, images, artwork, 
   photographs, key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information relevant to a given
   topic.
  6. Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a primary or secondary text.

 C. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
  7. Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to 
   demonstrate understanding of text (e.g., where, when, why, and how events occur).
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All rights reserved.  No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form 
by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any information 
storage or retrieval system without permission in written form from the authors.  Pages in 
Westward Expansion and Oklahoma Exploration, may be reproduced by the original purchaser 
only for use in the original purchaser’s classroom and may not be sold or used for purposes 
other than those specifi cally permitted by the authors.

Illustrations and cover design by Victoria J. Smith

RATE THIS UNIT 
We value your opinion!  Please take the time to rate this Unit and tell us and other teachers 
what you think about it.  

FOLLOW US 
We are creating and posting new units and lessons on a daily basis.  If you like what you 
see in this unit, click on the Follow Me button so you will be the fi rst to know when we post 
something new.  
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VOCABULARY
consent

deriving

endowed

independence

instituted

liberty

military

recite

secure

unalienable

BIG IDEAS
Which land did 

the United States

and Spain receive 

after the American

Revolution?

Why was the

Mississippi River

important to the

United States and

which country

controlled it?

What was the

Treaty of San 

Ildefonso and why 

did it worry the 

United States?

SPANISH TERRITORY

UNITED
 STATES

OREGON
COUNTRY

In 1763, the French and Indian War ended France’s control 
of the valuable fur trade with Native Americans in the New 
World.  In return for its help during the war, France gave the 
port of New Orleans and its territory west of the Mississippi 
River to Spain.  This included the present-day state of 
Oklahoma.  
 Many French traders continued to do business with 
Native Americans in the Spanish-controlled territory.  No 
permanent settlements were established in Oklahoma.  

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  
 East of the Mississippi River, the 13 English colonies 
along the Atlantic Coast wanted to be free of Great Britain’s 
control.  After signing 
the Declaration of 
Independence, the 
colonies formed the 
United States of America.  
 Great Britain and 
the United States went to 
war in 1775.  In the summer 
of 1779, Spain entered the war 
and fought for the United States.
 The American Revolution 
offi cially ended in 1783.  Great 
Britain surrendered to the United States.  The United States 
gained all land west to the Mississippi River, north to 
Canada, east to the Atlantic Ocean, and south to Georgia.  
The territory of Florida was returned to Spain.
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 NAME ____________________________________  

DIRECTIONS:   Read each question carefully.  Then, circle the letter for the 
 correct answer.

1 Who fought for the United States during the American Revolution?
 
  A Spain B China 

  C  France D Mexico
  

2 By studying the map on the fi rst page of the lesson, you learn – 

  A  the United States had the B  the United States was west
   most territory   of Spanish Territory
  
  C Oregon Country was D  the largest territory belonged
   east of the United States   to Spain

3 In 1795, the Louisiana Territory was controlled by –
 
  A the United States B  France 
 
  C Spain  D  Great Britain  

4 In 1801, Spain gave the Louisiana Territory to –

  A Great Britain B  Mexico  

  C France D  the United States

5 After reading about the closing of New Orleans, you get the idea 
 that –

  A the United States wasn’t B  President Jefferson had a 
   worried   big decision to make

  C New Orleans wasn’t important D  the United States was still
   to the United States   permitted to use New Orleans
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journal

voyage

plains

missionary

3.  Fold each completed Vocabulary Card along the dotted lines so that the
       Vocabulary Words and Definitions are on the outside.  Glue the blank sides together. 

2.  Using the Glossary as your guide, glue the correct Vocabulary Definition 
       in the blank space under its matching Vocabulary Word.

missionary

plains

journal

voyage

wide treeless areas 
of land

a person sent to spread

a religious faith

a journey that is usually 

made by water

a written record of 

daily events
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6. Glue the two Pocket Labels onto the front
        of the Two-Pocket Organizer as shown.
   

7. Place half of your Vocabulary Cards in one
        pocket and half in the other pocket for 
        safe keeping. 
   

8. Glue the Two-Pocket Organizer onto the next blank of 
        your notebook.
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VOCABULARY
Congress

debt

empire

exporting

negotiate

plantations

ratify

yellow fever

BIG IDEAS
How did Napoleon

Bonaparte plan to

use the land around 

the Mississippi 

River?

Why did Napoleon

Bonaparte agree to

sell the entire

Louisiana Territory?

What risk did 

Livingston and

Monroe take in

France?

In 1801, Spain returned the Louisiana Territory to France.  
Then, the Spanish government closed the city of New 
Orleans.  This kept the United States from using the Gulf of 
Mexico.  President Thomas Jefferson knew he had to stop 
France from gaining control of Spain’s other colonies in 
America.   

NAPOLEON BONAPART (BOH•NUH•PART)
 Napoleon Bonaparte was a very powerful man in 
France.  He was a military and government leader who 
wanted to create a French empire in America.  Bonaparte 
planned to rebuild his slave-based sugar colony on the 
Caribbean island of Santo Domingo.  Exporting sugar to 
other countries would make France a very rich country.
 After taking the Louisiana Territory back from Spain, 
Napoleon Bonaparte planned to use land around the 
Mississippi River to grow crops and raise animals to feed 
his colony in Santo Domingo.  The Mississippi River would 
be used to ship fl our, salt, lumber, and food to France’s 
sugar plantations in Santo Domingo. 
 

 •Napoleon Bonaparte was nicknamed
  “The Little Corporal” because he
  was only 5 foot 6 inches tall.
 •He wore a packet of poison around
  his neck so that he could end his
  life if he was ever captured.
 •Napoleon Bonaparte was known to
  only sleep three to four hours each 
  night.

FAST FACTS
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7.  The last page of your Expert’s Journal should be blank.  Use it to glue the 
        completed Expert’s Journal onto the next blank page of your notebook.

6.   Cut out and neatly color one Expert’s 
 Journal Cover.  Glue the Cover to the 
 blank space on the front of the Expert’s
 Journal.
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2.  Glue the Template onto the next blank
       notebook page.

3.  Cut out all of the Preamble Phrases along the bold 
       lines and glue each phrase in order as it appears in 
 the Preamble on top of a folded strip on the Template.

 The Preamble Phrases are all mixed up!  Go back to 
 the lesson and look at the Preamble so that you can 
 see the proper order of the phrases.
    

 fi
rst  p

h
rase

second phrase

We hold these truths to

be self-evident

Preamble
PHRASES

that all men are created

equal

that they are endowed by

their Creator

with certain unalienable

Rights,

that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.

That to secure these rights,

Governments are instituted

among Men,

deriving their just powers

from the consent of the

governed.
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Sequoyah (sih•KOY• yah) was born in the town of Tuskegee (TUS•kuh•gee), 
Tennessee, just a few miles from the capital of the Cherokee Nation.  Historians 
are not sure of his exact birth date, but most agree it was 
sometime in the 1760s or 1770s.

SEQUOYAH’S CHILDHOOD
 As a child, Sequoyah helped his mother 
harvest crops and take care of the family’s 
horses and cows.  Sequoyah loved to create 
things to make his chores easier.  He made 
little houses out of sticks he found in the forest.  
When he was older, Sequoyah built a small 
wooden house over a stream to keep the cows’ 
milk cold. 
 Like other boys growing up in the Cherokee 
Nation, Sequoyah was taught how to use a bow and 
arrow, spear, and tomahawk.  When he was ready, he 
joined the older men on hunting trips.
 An illness or injury damaged one of Sequoyah’s 
legs.  This ended his ability to hunt.  Sequoyah 
became a successful blacksmith.  He built a workshop 
and made all of his own tools.

THE CHEROKEE ALPHABET
 In 1800, Sequoyah’s mother died.  He took over his 
mother’s trade business and began trading items he made 
for textiles, scissors, knives, guns, and other European 
items.  He noticed that white traders often wrote notes 
to one another.  This fascinated Sequoyah!  He began 
working on a Cherokee writing system.
 In 1815, Sequoyah married Sally Waters.  Sally 
Waters was from the Bird Clan, one of seven 
Cherokee clans.  After his daughter was born, 
Sequoyah began teaching her some of the symbols and 
sounds he had created.  In all, Sequoyah created 86 different characters.

SEQUOYAH
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6.  Glue the completed Cherokee Alphabet Pocket Foldable onto the next 
 blank page of your notebook.

7.  Glue the Title above the Pocket Foldable. 

5.  Squeeze the sides of the Envelope.  One at a time, 
 slide in each of the five Pocket Foldable Cards, starting 
 with the Who question and ending with the Why question. 

 Slide your Cherokee Alphabet Card beind the Card with 
 the Why question on it.
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6.  Cut out the Latitude and Longitude Template 
       and the 15 Latitude and Longitude Addresses 
       along the bold lines. 

 Neatly color each of the Latitude and 
 Longitude Addresses.

5.  Again, fold each Latitude and Longitude
       Points of Interest Pattern in half using 
      the dotted line.  
     

Glue and
attach to

timeline

Glue and
attach to

timeline

____________
____________
____________
_________________________

_____________
_____________
_____________

Glue and
attach to

timeline

Glue and
attach to
timeline

4.  Fold each Latitude and Longitude Points of 
 Interest Pattern in half using the center dotted line.  
     

Glue and

attach to

timeline

_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________

____________
____________
____________
____________

Glue and
attach to

timeline
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 NAME ____________________________________  

DIRECTIONS: Match the vocabulary word on the left with its defi nition on the 
   right.  Put the letter for the defi nition on the blank next to the 
   vocabulary word it matches.  Use each word and defi nition only 
   once.

A. a scientist who studies plants. 

B. open pits that provide stones for 
 building.

C.  a hard rock formed millions of 
 years ago that contains crystals. 
  
D.  a type of advanced culture or 
 society.

E. quickly moving bodies of water.

F. plans that outline the duties of 
 the government and guarantee 
 the rights of the people.

G. animals raised on a farm to eat 
 or sell for profi t.

H. made smaller.

I.  a dark, thick oil that comes from 
 under the ground that can be 
 turned into gasoline.

J. a small pouch located at the 
 upper end of the large intestine.

 
     
   

 1.  ______ refuge

 2.  ______ textiles

 3.  ______ adopted

 4.  ______ hydroelectric

 5.  ______ botanist

 6.  ______ civilized

 7.  ______ appendix

 8.  ______ reservoirs

 9.  ______ erosion

10.  ______ reservations
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a•dop•ted  accepted and put into 
action.

ap•pen•dix  a small pouch located 
at the upper end of the large 
intestine.

black•smith  a craftsman who heats 
and hammers iron into different 
shapes.

bot•a•nist  a scientist who studies 
plants. 

cap•i•tals  cities that serve as the 
center of government for the state or 
nation. 

civ•i•lized  a type of advanced 
culture or society.

Con•gress  the men and women in 
the state or nation chosen to make 
our laws.

con•sent  to agree to something.

con•sti•tu•tions  plans that outline 
the duties of the government and 
guarantee the rights of the people.

cur•rents  quickly moving bodies of 
water.

debt  amount of money owed to 
someone else.

de•riv•ing  getting.

em•pire  a group of territories under 
the control of one person, usually an 
emperor.

en•dowed  given a quality or ability.

e•ro•sion  destruction by wind and 
rain.

ex•port•ing  sending goods to another 
country to sell. 

gran•ite  a hard rock formed millions 
of years ago that contains crystals.

hy•dro•e•lec•tric  a type of electricity 
made from fl owing water.

in•de•pen•dence  not under the 
control of someone else.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE MAP
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE ORGANIZER GRADING CHART

3     2     1     0CRITERIA

POINTS OF
INTEREST
PATTERNS

SCORE

TOTAL

ORGANIZER
ASSEMBLY

CONVENTIONS
capitalization, spelling, 
punctuation, grammar

Cut, folded, neatly colored, and 
wrote one fact on the lines of 
15 patterns.

Didn’t attempt to cut, fold,
neatly color, or write facts on 
the lines of any patterns.

Followed directions to assemble 
and glue Organizer into 
notebook.  Neatly colored each
of the Addresses.

Followed directions to assemble 
OR glue Organizer into notebook.
Neatly colored each of the 
Addresses.

Assembled and glued Organizer 
into notebook but did not follow 
directions.  May or may not have 
neatly colored the Addresses.

Didn’t attempt to assemble 
or glue Organizer into 
notebook.

Had less than 6 convention
errors in Organizer.

Had 6 - 10 convention errors 
in Organizer.

Had 11-15 convention errors 
in Organizer.

Had more than 15 convention 
errors in Organizer.

Cut, folded, neatly colored, and
wrote one fact on the lines of 
8-14 patterns.

Cut, folded, neatly colored, and 
wrote one fact on the lines of 
1-7 patterns.
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DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE FOLDABLE

There are certain facts that 
should stand on their own
and never be questioned

everyone is born with the 
same rights and freedoms

each of us has been given rights
that can never be taken away

we have been born with the right
to live, to be free, and to  search
for what makes us happy

To protect these rights so they
are never taken away from us, 

we have formed governments
with the power to make and
enforce laws to protect our rights, 

but our government can only 
get the power to treat us fairly

from us, the people that the 
government has the duty to 
protect.

these rights have been given to
us as a gift from our Creator

We hold these truths to
be self-evident

that all men are created
equal

that they are endowed by
their Creator

with certain unalienable
Rights,

that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.

That to secure these rights,

Governments are instituted
among Men,

deriving their just powers

from the consent of the
governed.

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE FOLDABLE GRADING CHART

3     2     1     0CRITERIA

PREAMBLE
PHRASES

SCORE

TOTAL

PREAMBLE
MEANINGS

Correctly cut, colored, and 
glued all 9 phrases on the 
Template in order as they 
appear in the Preamble.

Didn’t attempt to cut or glue
any phrases in order on the 
Template.

Followed directions correctly 
to assemble and glue Foldable
into notebook.

Didn’t attempt to assemble or
glue Foldable into notebook.

Correctly cut and glued all 9
meanings under their matching 
phrases on the Template.

Didn’t attempt to cut or glue
any meanings under their
matching phrases on the
Template.

FOLDABLE
ASSEMBLY

Assembled and glued Foldable
into notebook but clearly did 
not follow directions.

Followed directions correctly 
to assemble OR glue Foldable
into notebook.

Correctly cut, colored, and 
glued 5-8 phrases on the 
Template in order as they 
appear in the Preamble.

Correctly cut, colored and 
glued 1-4 phrases on the 
Template in order as they 
appear in the Preamble.

Correctly cut and glued 5-8
meanings under their matching 
phrases on the Template.

Correctly cut and glued 1-4
meanings under their matching 
phrases on the Template.
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